
4375 Oral Answers AUGUST 28, 1962 Oral Answers 4376 

Shri Warior: The PTI had report-
ed on June 27 that about 2000 workers 
were involved and 10 ships were 
affected. 

Mr. Speaker: What is the informa-
tion he seeks? 

Shri Warlor: It that is so, why has 
he given this information? 

Mr. Speaker: Should he contradict 
PTI? 

Sbri Warlor: I want to know 
whether the Minister had taken the 
trouble to check up the information 
in view of the press report. 

Sbri Raj Bahadar: 1 may assure 
the hon. House as well as the hon. 
Member that we take all possible 
care to check up information. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: PTI may 
be wrong. 

Sbri Raj Bahadur: In case our in-
formation is fOUnd to be wrpng, we 
come to the House and apologise and 
give the correct information. 

Shrt S. M. Banerjee: want to 
know whether only 9 ships have 
settled the question of wages and 
whether any more agreement is being 
arrived at between the other ships 
alld the workers there. 

Shri Raj Bahadur: This is between 
the Union on the one hand and the 
home trade shipowners on the other. 
So the vessels owned by the home 
trade shipowners are colrered. As 
the hon. Member might know, the 
strike was not aimed at, or did not 
affect, the ships owned .by the Scindia 
Steam Navigation Company, Gill 
Amin Company and the Bombay 
Steamship Company. So they must 
have their own arrangements or 
settlements in regard to these 
matters. 

Shri Rameshwar Tantia: Does not 
the strike come within the meaning 
of a strike in an essential service? If 
80, what action do Government pro-
pose to take against the strikers? 

Mr. Speaker: Shri Kunhan. 

Shri KIIIIhan: What steps have 
been taken to have the Union re-
cognised ,by the companies? 

Sbri Raj Bahadur: It is not for us 
to take any step. It is a bi-partite 
matter between the home trade ship-
owners and the Union. One of the 
demands of the Union was that it 
should be recognised as the sole re-
presentative of the workers. I think 
ultimately they got it. 

Shortage Of Wheels and Axles on 
Indian Railways 

+ r Shrl Subodh 1Ia.Dsda: 
I Shri s. C. Samanta: 

·"6.~ Shri B. K. Das: 
I Shri M. L. Dwivedi: 
L Sbri Yallamanda Reddy: 

Will the Minister of RaUways be 
pleased to state 

<a> whether it is a fact that there 
is shortage Of wheels and axles on 
Indian Railways; 

(b) if so, what steps Government 
propose to meet the shortage from 
indigenous production; 

(c) whether it is also a fact that 
Rali ways have placed orders on a 
Hungarian firm for supply of axles 
and wheels; and 

(d) if so, the number of such 
wheels and axles to be imported from 
the firm? 

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Railways (Shri S. V. Rama-
swamy): (a) to (d). A statement is 
lai:l On the Table of the House. 

STATEMENT 

(a) & <b). There is no significant 
shortage of wheels and axles on Ino:lian 
Railways. The present indigenous 
capacity however, is inadequate and 
the shortfall in the requirements is 
met by imports. Self-SUfficiency will 
be achieved when Durgapur Wheels 
and Axles plant attains full produc-
tion. 

(c) Yes. 



4377 Oral Answers BHADRA 6, 1884 (SAKA) Oral Answers 4378 

(d) 41599 tyres and llMO axles have 
been ordered on the Hungarian firm. 

Sbri Subodh Hansda: From the 
statement, I find that there is no 
significant shortfall of axles and 
wheels; at the same time, it is stated 
that the indigenous capacity for pro-
duction Of these axles and wheel3 is 
also inadequate. Am I to understand 
that the number of lyres and axles 
which have been ordered from abroad 
is the net shortfall or is there any 
more shortfall? 

Mr. Speaker: Is the number that 
has 'been asked to be imported from 
Hungary to make up the shortfall? 

Sbri S. V. Ramaswamy: The 
position is this. We have assessed 
the requirements. There is indigenous 
capacity inside the country. The 
capacity is not able to cope fully with 
the requirements Of the plan project. 
To meet the immediate requirements, 
we have placed orders abroad. That 
is the position. 

Sbri Subodh llansda: May I know 
whether the cost of these axles and 
wheels that have been ordered from 
Hungary will be paid in foreign money 
or by Indian money? 

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: So far as 
the Hungarian order is concerned, 
they have accepted payment in non-
convertible rupees. 

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know 
whether 'we have to import any raw 
materials for the indigenous produc-
tion of axles and wheels in our 
country? 

Sbri S. V. Ramaswamy: 
There is no question of 
raw materials. 

No, Sir, 
import of 

Shrl A. p. Sharma: Is it a fact that 
there is acute shortage of couplings 
and on account of this on the South 
Eastern and Eastern Railways a good 
number of wagons are rendered idle? 

Sbri S. V. Ramaswamy: That does 
not arise out Of thia. 

Mr. Speaker: We are only on axles 
and wheels on this question. 

Sbri Bhagwat Jba Azad: The 
statement says that we are importing 
part of our requirements. May I know 
what percentage of 'our requirements 
is still imported from outside? 

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: could 
not work out the percentage, ,but I 
could give the filgures if they are 
required. 
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Sbri S. V. Ramaswamy: Actually, 
it falls under the Steel Ministry, but 
I shall answer it. The full capacity 
in the first phase is rated at 45,000 
wheel sets per a,nnum, but they have 
just started production. They have 
been able to produce 300 wheels so 
far and 2,000 axles. When the full 
production is taken up, the Durgapur 
plant will be able to supply us with 
the required 75,000 wheel sets. 

ssft~~:: 'l'lf1 'I{';;n;r ~ 

~ fit; ~ if>"t ~ 'Iili it; mtf ;;fnoo 
fit;lrr tm ~, i!IIT ~ it; foru: rn ~ 
~~~? 

Shri s. V. Ramaswamy: It was by 
global tender. 

·647. 

Mata Tila Dam 

+ r Shri S. M. Banerjee: 
I Sbri M. L. Dwivedi: 
~ Shri S, C. Samanta: 
I Shri B. K. Das: 
L Shri Subodb Hansda: 

Will the Minister of Irrigation and 
Power be pleased to state: 




