
sft iWtjpW R  $  <ff
f , ^  v r f  S3T^ I  I
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Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: W hat 
did he say?

Mr. Speaker: This has not reached 
that stage where an assessment of the 
expenditure that has to be incurred 
could have been considered so far.

Shrimati Renu Chakravartty: The
Prim e M inister said th a t it continues 
to be constructed. B ut up till now 
I have never heard of flats being con
structed for diplomats.

Mr. Speaker: These considerations
are always there.

sft HVTCT 5 f t  T̂TFsft : if fa ^ ft
<R^IV+' *TT $dd S|[*r
WPT T̂T $  f^fat S t£ . S^TS
srfcfat S  aMd'̂ lcT ŜT% S S  j|
% s r ^ r s  s  f a r r a  q r  f  ? $  sV t

^  ST f a r  I S  S^T 
faTFT WT f̂ T̂ RTcT ffpft ?

stew  s^ h n r : fam srr
|  f a  %T. € ^ r r t  S t^  ^Id^ld  
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Shri Vishwa Nath Pandey: May I

know what is the total income of all 
the flats allotted to woreign diplo- 
mates?

Mr. Speaker: Next question.

sft ?S^: SfOT,
s^ r s  farr ĵs^t

s r t s  ^iT m i i s^r s ^ r  fam  i 

S^t^T : ^  ^r^ ft iffST . 
|  ^  er^rf | ^nft farft ^TS S t  f t  

% i

Prices of Cotton

*620. Shri Shree Narayan Das: Will 
the M inister of Commerce and Indus
try  be pleased to refer to the reply
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given to U nstarred Question No. 477 
on the 2nd May, 1962 and state the 
precise nature of decisions taken by 
Government with regard to removal 
of ceilings on the prices of Indian 
cotton and the appointment of a Com
mission to promote production of 
cotton in the country?

The Minister of International Trade 
in the Ministry of Commerce and In
dustry (Shri Manubhai Shah): The
Government have already anncoinced 
their decision not to remove the ceil
ings on the prices of Indian cotton 
but to increase them with effect from 
the 1st September, 1962, i.e., the beg
inning of the new cotton season. The 
ceiling of the basic variety “Ja rilla  
Fine 25/32”, has been increased by 
Rs. 35 per quintal (Rs. 125 per candy) 
w ith corresponding increases in the 
ceilings of the other varieties of Indian 
cotton.

As regards the appointment of a 
Cotton Commission for promoting pro
duction of cotton in the country, there 
is at present no such proposal under 
contemplation of the Government. 
This question may be referred to  the 
M inistry of Food & Agriculture.

Shri Shree Narayan Das: From the 
statem ent it appears that the Govern
ment have not been able to remove 
the ceiling prices of Indian cotton 
but they are going to increase the 
prices. I would like to know the con
sideration that weighed with Govern
ment in not removing the ceiling.

Shri Manubhai Shah: By removing 
the ceiling the prices will rise so much 
th a t they will affect the basic com
modities like cloth for the general 
masses of the people; and de-control 
of prices would not have also led to 
any increase in production pro raia. 
Thereafter, after considering all the 
aspects of the issue we decided this, 
and raised the ceiling by Rs. 125 per 
candy.

Shri Shree Narayan Das: May I
know whether Government has con
sidered tha t by not removing the ceil
ing there would be a set-back in the
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production of cotton? If so, what steps 
have been taken by Government to 
avoid that?

Shri Manubhai Shah: It was not so;
the ceilings have been ruling for the 
last ten years and even though the 
increase in production has depended 
upon agricultural factors and not di
rectly on price escalation, even then, 
taking all factors into consideration, 
as I said, for the current season and 
onwards, we have raised the price by 
Rs. 125.

Shri Rameshwar Tantia: May I know 
whether the Government are consider
ing the earm arking of sotne land in 
the cotton growing area for extensive 
cultivation of cotton?

Shri Manubhai Shah: As the House 
Is aware, in the last two Plans, the 
land under cotton has increased al
most from 14.5 million acres to 20 
million acres, and so expansion of land 
under cotton has taken place. The 
productivity of soil which is round 
about 93 lbs. per acre has to be raised 
to 150 lbs. per acre. The present 
efforts are to improve by giving fe rti
lisers, new agricultural practices, etc., 
not only th e productivity of cotton per 
acre but of other crops also.

Dr. P. S. Deshmukh: Is it not a fact 
that the Indian Central Cotton Com
mittee unanimously recommended the 
lifting of ceilings and, if so, what 
weight has the Government given to 
this unanimous recommendation of the 
Committee?

Shri Manubhai Shah: This is one of 
the several bodies which makes re
commendations and we give due con
sideration to the recommendations of 
such august bodies. There are many 
other such bodies which have recom
mended that no prices should be raised. 
My hon. friend knows how the prices 
were in the last ten years.

Shri K. C. Pant: Is there any pro
posal to create a buffer-stock of cot
ton?

Shri Manubhai Shah: Yes; but un
fortunately, till the production inter
nally at least outstrips the actual de

mand, if the surplus is to be created, 
then, agricultural production can alone 
build up buffer-stocks. Therefore, we 
are try ing  to im port som ething under 
P L  480. We have g iv en 'th e  figures of 
im ports several times before the
House; and when th e in ternal produc
tion rises, then bufler-stock will be 
created.
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