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Sapersonic Fighters from U.S.S.R. 
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Will the Minister of Defence be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov-
ernment are 'negotiating an agree-
ment with the Soviet Union for the 
purchase of supersonic fighter planes 
or missiles for the Air Force; and 

(b) if so, the nature and broad 
outline of the proposed agreement? 

The Minister of Defence (Shri 
Krishna Menon): (a) Government 
have made necessary investigations 
from different sources including the 
U.S.S.R.-No negotiations for any 
agreements have yet been made. 

(b) Does not arise at present. 

Shri Hem Barua: May know 
whether it is a fact that Soviet 
Russia proposed to offer these jet 
planes at half the price quoted by 
western manufacturers and that too 
in rupee currency and if so, how far 
is this correctly interpreted as mili-
tary aid as western circles have 
done? 

Shri KrIshaa Menon: It is not mili-
tary aid. It would be purchase of a 
commodity like any other commodity. 

Shri Bern Barna: May I know whe-
ther it is a fact that there is some 
apprehension so far as Britainis con-

cerned that military s~rets that Bri-
tain has so far made available to this 
cou.try may be exposed to Soviet 
Russia and if so, how far this appre-
hension is correct? 

Shri Krishna Menon: The appre_ 
hensions are totally unfounded. 

Shri Hari Vishnu Kamath: Are 
there offers in this regard from se-
veral countries a:nd are all those 
offers being examined as to which of 
them i3 most advantageous to India 
politically, financially, tactically and 
?perationally and if so, at what stage 
IS thIS examination at present? 

Mr. Speaker: All these adjective. 
a'nd adverbs were used yesterday. 

Shri Harf Vishnu Kamath: I did not 
use them yesterday. I said advan-
tageous--only one word. Have they 
been examined from all these angles? 

Shrf Krishna Menon: Yes. 

Shri Warior: Is it not a fact that' 
there was a report that the Govern-
ment had also entered into negotia-
tions and final stages had been reach-
ed and they left it on the protest of 
the American Ambassador? 

Shri Krishna Menon: It is very 
difficult to keep track of the reports 
because they are so contradictory and 
they are so various. Whatever infor-
mation there is, I have given. Any 
way in the debate that follows, this 
subject will be dealt with because it 
has been raised by so many han. 
Members. 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Minister is 
dealing with the subject because it 
has been taken up by several han. 
Members in the debate. He will be 
answering these questions. 

Shrf Namblar: It maybe included 
in hi& speech which is yet to be 
delivered. 

Mr. Speaker: Next question. 




