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Shri Subhaah Dua, the General Manager 
of the Delhi State Co-operative Bank and 
Shri S. P. Sood. They are the members 
of the new body nominated. 
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Shri Auaaaabib SbiDde. We will sup-

port a1l the steps. The han. Member i. 
80 closely associated with the Delhi Ad-
ministration. The Dellii Administration is 
competent to take any steps. If any mem-
ber has committed any irregularity, I hope 
the good offices of the han. Member will 
be used to take necessary steps against de-

faulters or against the persons responsi-
ble. 

Mr. Speaker : Why make allegations 
against peraons who are not bere 1 

Sbri It. Saryaaarayana : May I 
know whether the Government is aware, 
not only in Delhi State but in other States 
of the country. there are a fe w aocieties 
like this .••••••• 

Mr. Speaker : No please. This i. 
only about Delbi. 

Shri E. Saryaaara)'llAa: It also COIl-
.... Qthor States. 

Mr. Speaker : This i. Ilot a gelleral 
question ; this is B very specific Question 
about Delhi State. I am sorry I cannot 

allow it. Next Question. 

FALL IN PRODUCTION OF CoTTON 
DUJf TO NON.AvAILABILITY 

OF CoTTON SEEDS 

+ 
·1323. Sbri S. E. Tapuriab : 

Shri N. K. Somaai : 

Will the Minister of Food aad Agri-
culture be pleased to state : 

(a) whether Government have taken a 
serious note of the declining cotton produc-
tion in the country for the last many years 
due to non-availability of good quality seeds 

and non-suitability of Indian soil for its 
production ; 

(b) how much foreign exchange is in-
volved in the import of betterlquality seeds 
and cotton from abroad ; and 

. (c) what steps Government propose to 

take to improve the situation in this con-
text India being an agricultural country ? 

The Minister of State ill the MiDistry 
of Food, Agriculture, Community De-
ve10pmeDt aad Co-operation (Shri Anna-
... bib SbiJ1de) : (a) to (c). A statement i. 
placed on the Table of the Sabha. 

STATEMENT 

(a) The production of Cotton has in-
creased from 28.74 lakh bales in 1950-51 
tQ 52.70 lakh bales in 1968-69. 

Good quality seeds of Indian Cotton 
Varieties are available within the country 
and Indian soils are suitable for their pro-

duction. 

(b) There is no impart of better quality 
seeds. The value of Catton imported 
during 1967-68 and 1968-69. was Rs.86.13 
crores and Rs.SS.93 crores respectively. 

(c) To increase the production of catton 
and to achieve self-sufficiency as far as pos-
sible, package programmes and cotton 

development schemes sponsored both by 
the Centre and the State Governments 

are being implemented. For the progrlUI\Dle 
sponsored by the Centre. a provisioll of 
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&.3.90 crore. has been made for the Fourth 
Plan. Asoisted by the implementntion of 

theae programmes and the cotton develop-
ment schemes, it is targeted to raise the 
production to 80 lakh balea from the baae 
level of 60 lakh bale.. When this produc-
tion level is reached, the imports can be 

curtailed to four or five lakh bales from the 
present quantum of aeven to eight lakh 

bale •. 

Shri S. K. Tapuriah : If you see the 
statement. you know that the only thing in 
which Government excels is in the art of 
jugglery of figures. While they say from 

1950-51. the production has increased 
many-fold by 1968-69 • will the Minister 
tell ua whether it is not a fact. if you see 
from 1960-61. instead of 1950-51. that the 
production of cotton has increased only by 
5 per cent and. thereafter, every year, sub-
sequent to 1964-65. the production has been 
less than what was produced in 1964-65. 
May I now, Sir, if the Government is satis-
fied that good quality seeds of Indian cot-
ton varieties are available within the country, 
why should we still go on importing cotton 
worth about Rs.60 crores every year? Why 
is ~t that our production per acreage has 
increased only by 5 per cent and keeping in 
mind the huge amount spent for im.port of 
cottop. is it not worthwhile for the country 
to import better cotton seeds so that the 
yield per acre is increased ? 

Shri Annasahib Shinde :  I appreciate 
the anxiety of the hon. Member that the 
cotton production is not coming up satis-
factorily, but it would not be correct to say 
that cotton production has increased only 
by 5 per cent. 

Shri S. K. Tapuriah : Since 1960-61. 

Shri Annaaahib Shinde : In fact. aa 
has already been explained in the statement. 
we started in 1950-51 with a production 
of 28.77 lakh bales and tbe actual produc-
tion in 1969-70 was 60 lakhs bales though 
there have been ups and downs. The 
hOD. Member is aware that cotton is grown 
in mostly unirrigated areas. Only 15 per 
cent cotton is irrigated and 85 per cent is 
in unirrigated. Naturally. the failure of 
rai n and ~ u h r of other climatic fac .. 
tors affect the pcoeuction. But efforts are 

being made to incee.... the production. 
State-Governments sa well as the Centre 

are very much seized of the peoblem. 

The hon. Member refereed to seeds. 
Sir. seed is the very basic input for in-
creasing COtton production. Development 
of new seeds has been taken up by I. C. A. R. 
A coordinated project haa been taken up 
and nucleus seeds are being evolved of im-
proved varieties by I. C. A. R. In addition 

We have also advised the National Seeds 
Corporation to take up produCtion of cer-
tified quality seeds of cotton and I think 

with these steps in conjunction with the 
steps taken by the State Governments. 
it should be possible to make some progress 
in the near future. 

Shri S. K. Tapuriah : As the Minister 
himself admits, it is required to have more 
irri ~o  faCilities in cotton growing areas 
and he has mentioned that only Rs.3.9 
crores have been made available for cotton 
development programme in the Fourth 
Five Year Plan. Will he tell us whether 
it is a fact that the Ministry of Foreign 
Trade has made a recommendation that at 
least Rs.12 erores should be made available 
for development of cotton growing areas in 
the Fourth Plan and if so. what steps hi. 
Ministry is taking to impress upon the 
Planning Commission that Rs.12 erores 
should be made available foc development 
of cotton growing areas ? 

Shri Annasahib Shinde : Like other 
crops, cotton also falls within the purview of 
the State activities. That means that the 
State Governments have to take steps. 
Naturally the block grants are given to the 
State Government by the Centre. but it i. 
for the State Governments to take necessary 
steps to make adequate funds available for the 
development of Cotton. 

As far 85 research and other basic ac-
tivities are concerned, the Centre has made 
some proVisions and I think if, at any stage, 
we find that the funds are not adequate foe 
research, I don't think that the Government 
of India will hesitate to make moee funda 
available for the development of re •• arch, 
etc. 

Shri N. K. Somani: One of the basic 
reasons for failure on the cotton produc-
tion fcont is exactly the lukewarm function-
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ing of the institutions that have been named 
by the hon.  Minister a little while ago. 
The functioning of the Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research and the National 
Seed. Corporation leaves much to be de-
sired, both in the matter of evolution of 
hybrid varieties of cotton seeds as well as 
timely supplies in volumes that are needed 
by the farmers. 

In view of the fact that SUjata has now 
recently been evolved and it i. capable of 

being spun upto 70 counts and which wiIl 
replace the long stapble fibre which is now 
imported into the countrY and Me. 156 
which i, also evolved, I would like to know 

whether instructions would be given to the 
National Seeds Corporation to produce 
these two on a massive scale and make these 
tWO varieties available to the fanners SO that 
the foreign exchange drain could be slOPped 
before long. 

Shri AnDasahib 8hiAde : As r have 
explained in the statement. we are not im. .. 
poning seeds. VralmttP1ions). We are 
not spending foreign exchange for import 

of seeds. 

Regarding the Indian Council of Agri-

cultural Research, I welcome the sugges-
tion of the hon. Member. But the hon. 
Member may be aware of the fact that 
formerly it was the Indian Central COlton 
Committee which was in charge of this and 
at that time the activity was much dispersed. 
Mter the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research was reorganized, it has been possi-
ble now, as I referred to earlier, to under-
take co-ordinated project. Now the State 
Governments, the Central Government and 
the I. C. A. R. are pooling their experience 
and there is much improvement over the 
past. 

Shri AnDasahib 8hiade : Experts have 

advised us that direct import and introduc-
t ion of such seeds in our countrY i. not a 

feasible proposition .but whereever good 
materials are available in important colton 
growing countries in the world we are pre-
pared to make that available to our reaearch 
organisations and also the localstraina which 

will euit our climatic conditions are being 
evolved. 
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8hri A.aaasahib 8hinde: It is not 
correct to make a statement that the pro-
duction is going down as a result of price 
policy. As I have said. production is not 
going down; it is increasing. Of course, 
it is not increasing as per expectations of 
the hon Member. Naturally this will 
receive our attention. But there is no 
ceiling on prices. The current year prices 
have been quite attractive to the producers 
and they have benefit. d. As a .. suIt of 
the demand by the hon Member himself 
the ceiling on r~  of cotton was removed 
2 years earHer. Only protection of mini-
mum price'!' is there and for additional things 
they get higher ri~ •. 

~ ~  ~ 'PTf.f; 'Ii'mI''I\T 
~ r~  

Shri Aaaasahib ShiAde: Tbi. was 
explained on earlier occasions also. We 
have consulted experts in this regard and 
they say that it is not feasible, unless grading 
stations are established aU over the countrY 
to fix up that price. 

8hri Sradhakar Supakar: Having re-
gard to the rapid ri.e in population which 
wiU be doubling within the next 30 year" 
what long-term scheme. are the Govern-
ment having to increase the production Of 
cotton, without increasiog the area of cul_ 
tivation thereof? May I know whether any 
such long-term measures are contemplated 
b)' the GovC[l\!IIent 1 
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Shri Aluulaahib Shiade : Govermnent'. 
approach has been explained many times. 

We want to increase the per .. acre yield. 
We do not wlnt to increase the acreage. 
We expect Rajasthan, Punjab and other area. 
to come up with irrigation facilities for 
for cotton development and such develop-
ments are taking place, and per-acre yield. 
are increasing. 

Shri Sradhakar Supakar : When wiIl 
it be developEd? At what point of time 
wiII the pr .. ent production be doubled ? 

Shri AIlIl.25ah'b Eh'.,de : It is very 
difficult for me to give thot foreust. 
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To increase the production of cotton 
and to achieve self-sufficiency as far as 
possible, package programmes and cotton 

development scheme. sponsored both by 
the Centre and the State Governments are 
being implemented. 
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Shri AIlIl.BE.hib Shir.de : We ern d"w 

the attention of the State Government to the 
!luggestion made by the hon. MEmber. 

8hri 8. R. Damani: Our per acre yield 
of cotton is the lowest in the world ; it is 
113 pounds per acre ,.her ... in other coun-

tries it is 650 pound.. E"",riment8 have 
been carried out and it has been proved 
that the per acre yield has increased by 250 
pound. even in rainfed ar.... The han. 
Minister has s-aid that steps have been taken 
to increase the per-acre yieJd. We Jeft it 

to the States and in the laBt ten years no 
i ro~ t ha. token place; the produc-

tion ha. declined from 60 lakh bales. There-

fore I want to know whether Govermnent is 
considering or will consider the letting up 

of 0 dcvelol'ment board for cotton produc-
tion so that considenble efforts are made 

to increllse the per acre yield of cottOD. 

8hri ADDasahib 8hinde :  I have not said 
that there is no possibiJity of increasing the 

per acre yield under rainfed conditions. 

I said that there are certain limitations under 

rainfed conditions but even under rainfed 

conditions by taking to plant protection 
measures End by mll.king necessary good 

seed material avaih.ble it is possible to in-
crease the per-acre yieJd. As far 8S the 
setting up of another agency is concerned, 
we sIreedy ha,,"e a cCiuncil fClr .. development 
of cotton tlDd that is doing good work. 
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Shri Annasahib Shinde : It is a sugges-
tion for action but it "'ill all depend upon 
the availability of irrigation facilities. Ra-
jasthan can possibly have areas where such 

development can take place after irrigation 
facilities are availabJe. 

8hri Manuhhai Patel: This declining 
production of cotton has not on1y to do with 
cotton seeds-that is the main factor-but 
0160 with the total Government policy. It 
is due to the late variety cotton which comes 
in the market at a later stage that prices fall 
and as a result of that production also fall. 
because the farmers are not encou'-aged. 
May I know whether Government has come 
out with a seed for an early variety which 

can be grown in -certain areas where the late 
variety cotton grows? About the imported 
bales of cotton, will the, be allowed to be 
lifted only after the local bale. are lifted ? 

Shri Anna.shib Shi .. de: A. far as the 
long duration or short duration variety of 
cotton is C"oncerned, it is eng.gillR the atten .. 
tion of the Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research and other research organisations 

in the country. As to when to release tho 
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imported cotton, I think. the hon. Member 
will have to put the question to the Ministry 
of International Trade. 
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The Minister of State in the Ministry 
of Information and Broadcastin, and 
in the Department or Communications 
(Shri I. K. Gujral) : (a) The producer of 
the film "Samoskara" has filed an appeal to 
Government against the decision of the 
Central Board of Film Censors refusing a 
cettificate to the film. The Goverrunent 
aCter examining the film. have decided to 
grant a certificate to the film subject to some 

minor cuts. 

(b) and (c) The entire question of cen-
sorship has been examined by the Enquiry 
Committee on Film Censorship. The Re-
port of the Committee is under considera-

tion. 
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8hri I. K. Gujra! : As I have said. Go-
vernment did DOt impose any ban ; the 
Government has agreed and has given an 

adult certificate already. subject to a few 
CUts. 

Shri I. K. Gujral : The local committees. 
that is, the examining committee and the 

revising committee thought that the film 
would not be suitable for public exhibition. 
Government have not alreed with that con-
tention. 

Shri Kanwar Lal Gupta : What was 

the unsuitable portion? Give some de-
tails. 

Mr. Speaker : He need not intervene 
like this. 
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Shri I. K. Gujara! : So far as the CUt was 
concerned. they felt that the subject matter 
of the film was such as might offend some 
sections of the community. The revising 

committee by a majority of 5 to 2 agreed 
with the views of the examining committee. 
Government have accepted the appeal of the 
producer. 

As to what arguments were giVen, a 
number of Indian and non-Indian. . intellec-
tual film experts wrote to Government-
a number of M. P.s also did so-that the 
decision should be recosnsidered. Their 

main contention was that the film does not 
offend any section, it only attacks ritua-

lism. 

Shri G. Vi.wanathan : The film in 
which some ideas of social reform are in-
troduced ... as Dot allowed to be exhibited 
by the Censor Board which stands for a 
rigid Btatus quo society. Were the reasoDs 
for banning this film not assigned to the 
producer or director? Is it a fact. that 
after representation. the Minister hlmaelf 
Saw the film and wanted the loan lifted but 
that even after this order the vested i ~ r t  

in the bureaucracy were not willtng or 




