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May I know from the Minister whether 
in view of this downward trend in the int fr-
natiooal stcel price, Ihe Governmeot will 
COCOUTaae the maoufacturers and exporters 
to ex porI prime steel aod other steel produ-
cts so that we take advaotage of the fall io 
prices aod sell our goods at thc price tbat 
is prevaleot aod our domestic needs can 
also he lTet by two or three months hence. 
thereby we will not have the shorta,e of 
good. and thereb) we shall save some fore-
ign exchllDge io that bargain ? 

SHRI1{, C. PANT : The answer does 
not speak of today. It sa~s tbe internatlooal 
market for steel bas been very buoyant for 
the last few months. 

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH : We are ask-
ing for tbe policy of today, whetber tbey 
are allowinl increased exportl. not tbe posi-
tion six months aiD. 

SHRI K. C. PANf If he reada 
the answer carefull), be would Dot object 
to it. 

As for the second part, we have to 
take advantage of tbe higber priet] in tbe 
international market but that is always to 
be subject to tbe needs of our own econo-
my. Subje:t to Ihe needs of our own indu-
stry. we encourage exports to the extent 
possible. 

SHRI S. R. DAMANI : There is an acute 
shor"le of steel in the country. Production 
is not up to rated capacity; it is about 65 
per cent of it in the public .ector steel 
plants. What erforts have been made or arc 
loing to be made to increase internal prod-
uction of steel ? This year we arc going to 
import steel worth about R.. II 0 crores to 
meet the demand in the country_ In view 
of this. what is tbe definite policy for lIe<l 
export? 

SHRI K. C. PANT : My hon. frieod 
has raised a very fundamental question as 
to how production in our steel plants has 
to be increased. We have just had a long 
debate on .teel. \\ e have gone inlo the 
varioul a.pects. I agree with him entirely 
that the maximum drort should i e made to 
it utili.e the full capacity IIDd increase pro-
duction 10 the full. 

As regards the broad export, policy, as 
I said. subject to the needs of the country, 
the internal demand for steel, export i. 
encouraged. Export is also an area to which 
we attach a great deal of importance. In fact, _ 
we la ~ it On high priority. But we have to 
blance the two; if internal demand is unsatis-
fied, we have to take that into account and 
reaulate exports to that extent. 

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : In his. 
main reply, the Minuter said that some 
steps will ha>e to be taken to regulate 
exports now in order to take account of the 
shortale in the country. What specific steps 
are going to be taken to regulate exports 1-
Are they contemplatin, reduction in exports 
to certa·n areas of the world or increase to 
other parts at tbe expense of some otber 
customers 1 What encll) d,! they propose 
to do to relu late exports and to bring down 
the prices which have lone up very high in 
the country ? 

SHRI K. C. PANT : The hroad app-
roach is Dot related to the countries of exp-
ort but to the abort .upply in the country. 
Here particular attention i, paid to items of 
mas. consumption. In reopect of tbose 
item •. we impole ceilings or sometimes we 
ban further commitment.. For instance. 
from October last )ear itself the export of 
wire rods was banned (from 16th Oct. 
1969); export of bIllets was restricted exce-
pt for past' commitments, government to 
government commitments etc. 10 resptct of 
bars and rod. al,o. we propose to have a 
ceiling on allocation of billets for tbe pur-
pose of export of bars and rods 10 th.t 
more of tbem will be available in the coun-
try. This is an item of common consump-
tion directly related to hOUle-building acti·. 
vity in the count". 
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND HEAVY 
ENGINEERING (SHRI K. C. PANT) : (a) 
The Current consumption of tinplates in the 
,country is estimated at 180,000 to 190,000 
tonne, a year. This demand is for prime 
quality tinplate" except about 25.000 tonnes 
of Open Top Sanitary Can quality and 
about 20,00') t.>nnes of tinplates-waste/ 
waste. 

(b) and (c). Apart from Rourkela 
Steel Plant, tiD plates are being produced by 
Mis. Tinplate Company of India, Jamshed-
pur aDd Mis. K. R. Steel Union of 
BomDay. The total production in 1970-71 is 
-expected to be about I ,40,000 to 150,000 
tODnes, Tbe shortale ;. mainly in Ihe catc-
lory of Open Top Sonitar) Can quality and 
to a smallel extent in prime quality. With 
the build up of production of the Rourkel. 
Steel Plant Ibis shortage is expected to be 
met fully. 
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SHRI UMANATH: Tbe price. of tin-
plates are very higb, exorbitant, affecting 
the consumers, I understand tbat the cost 
of production of tin-plates in Tatas is mucb 
less than tbe cost of production in Rour-
kela. On tbe other band, I understand tbat 
the selling price of Tatas is based on the 
cost of production of Rourkela. The diffe-
rence is cornered by Tatas and it does not 
go to the consumtrs. So, I would like to 
know from tbe Govemment whether tbey 
have got any proposal to see tbat this 
difference does not go to Tatas, but goes to 
the consumers a s such through a system of 
pooled prices. Hove they any proposal 
through fi.ing a pool price or some other 
step to see that thi' difference actually goes 
to the consumer. Secondly, what proposals 
have t!!ey got to reduce the cost of produ-
ction in Rourkela 1 

~  K. C. PANT : The confidence 
w1l1\ which my bon. friend asks qUe<tions 
makes me doubt the information with me. 
The price of tin-plate per tonnes of stan-
dard 30 gauge in-assorted tin-plates is Rs. 
2440 per tonne with effect from 18/19 
January 1970. As compared to that the 
landed cost of tin-plates from UK varies 
from 2650 to 2848 per tonne aod from 
United States. Rs, 2899-3030 per tonne. 

AN HON. MEMBER 

Japan 1 
What about 

SHRI K. C. PANT: I do not bave tbe 
figure.. Prices are fixed not on the basis of 
Rourkela's cost of production as my han. 
friend suggested hut on the ba.i. of the 
capital structure of Tin-Plate Company of 
.lodia and therefore there i. no question of 
any margin' wbich he imalliocs h there. -.. 

SHRI UM \NATH : Cost of production 
io Rourkela 1 

SHRI K. C. PANT: That i. a conti-
nuing process; certainly it should be looked 
into, 

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: Has it 
come to tbe notice of the bon. Minister that 
after the allocation of quotas 10 different 
consumers, licences _are i:isued very late 7 
In between there are so many agencies and 
prices are affected; it practically goes into 
Ihe black market. What are the remedies 
whicb they are thinking of 10 solve this 
problem? Unneces>arily there is a delay of 
2-3 years by 'I-he officers in distributing the 
quota. Will this period be reduced to the 
minimum 7 

SHRI K.C. PANT: I do not think it 
is correct to say that there is a dela) of 2-3 
years. I have already given the production 
figures of Tin Plate Company of India, 
Production is also picking up in Rourkela. 
though not as much as we would like it. 
Only tbe third compan, is dependent enti-
rely upon imported plates. There because 
of foreign exchange restrictions. etc. we 
caonot give them as much late~ etc. as 
they want. The only way of tackling this 
question i. to find foreign exchange to 
import plates wbere there i. shortage and 
also 10 the e.tent possible to utilise capacity 
which has been instal!cd which is enough 
to take care of the demand excepl in re<pect 
of OTS quality about which I mentioned 
earlier. For the rest. by and large. Ibe 
demand is being met. But if we find that 
demand is not being mel, import is allowed. 
We have in fact aUowed fifty per cent 
import last year seeing that a shortage 
developed. 

SHRIMATI JYOTSNA CHANDA 
What are the units that ale capable of 
producing Open Top Sanitary Can Quality 1 
)fnone of our unils are capable of producing 
them, what are the reasons 7 

SHRI K. C. PANT: None of them is 
at the moment capable of producing Ihis 
on a commercial scale. Rourkela did pro· 
duce,  as I mentioned earlier some amount 
of Open Top Can Quality. The main problem 
is that our ores coolain more phospherous 
than is permissible in this quality, The 
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queslion is tbis. We are producing steel o( 
certain quality. We separate it and segre-
gate it and use it for tbe manufacture of 
tbis t~ pet AI the same time ODe bas to be 
al>solutely certain of tbe quality becau'e 
food stuff. will be canned in tbese tin plates 
and therefore one has to be absolutely su ~ 

tbat there is 00 poisoning effect, etc. There-
fore. we are carrying out extensive expr.:ri· 
mentation in the MYlore Food Research 
Institute to see tbat these tbings are settleu 
properly before it is made available for 
commercial US!. 

SHRI K. M. ABRAHAM: Will the 
hon. Minister please tell us wby tin plates 
of OTS quality are allowed to be imported 
in sucb large quantities? What are tbe 
reasons for not using the indigenous 
production? 

SHRI K. 'C. PANT: I am not quite 
clear about the question. 
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SH RI 1(. M. ABRAHAM I Biked 
why Goyernment are not utilising the 
indigenous production capacity  for produ-
cing tin-rlates and why they are importing 

luch a large quantity. 

SHRI K. C. PANT 24673 tonnos 
were imported in Aprit.September )969 

mostly of the OTS quality. As to whJ 
we are not producing it bere, 1 explained 

in detail. 

MR. SPE,\KER: I am sorry the hoo. 
.Member <lid 'not wa,it for his turn, Be was 

intervening when the other Member was 
asking his question This importance on 
tbe part of such Members i. really deplo. 
rable. 

SHRI CHBNGALRAYA NAIDU :  I 
h.,e .:so been standing. I want to bring 
to ~ou  notice th'l you cannot sit there 
and act in a partisan maDDer. I stood 
before him but you have allowed him. 

MR. SPEAKER :  I am looking out. 
If I were 10 bring out a list of person. wbo 
put supplementarie •. lOU would find tbal 
you had been allowed the maximum 
number. 

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU :  I 
am utlin~ my own questions. I work bard 
and get my questiOns. II is very rarely tbat 
I get an opporlunit) to put a supplemen_ 
tary. Today you did not care to look at 
this side. If you sit tbere a. a representa. 
tive of the Government, We have no place 
beret I am sorry. 

MR. SPEAKER You may be sorry, 
but this is not tbo way of asking Questions. 

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU: What 
is tbe way ? How lon& can we wait ? 

MR. SPEAKER: Next question. 

SHRI P. G. SEN : Can I put one 
supplementary question ?  I have been 
standing for the last four or five times. 

MR. SPEAKER: I allowed tho other 
gentleman. I can not allow all of you. 

SHRI P. G. SEN: Tbose people mako 
hD/lok and you allow them I must tell you 
tbis. Those who make hellok get cbance. 

MR. SPEAKER: Do not get angry ... 
(Interruptiorrs). 

SHRI P. G. SEN : Excuse me. You 
are in. the right; we are in wrona. 

MR. SPEAKER : Do not lose your 
temper. I a ~ called tbe next, queltioD. 




