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May I know from the Minister whether
in view of this downward trend in the inter-
national steel price, the Goveroment will
ge the urers and exporters
to export prime steel and other steel produ-
cts so that we take advantage of the fall in
prices and sell our goods at the price that
is prevalent and our domestic needs can
also be wet by two or three months hence,
thereby we will not have the shortage of
goods and thereby we shall save some fore-
ign exchange in that bargain ?

enc

SHRI R. C. PANT : The answer does
not speak of 1oday. It says the internaticoal
market for steel has been very buoyant for
the last few months.

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH : We are ask-

APRIL 28, 1970

Oral Answers 12

As regards the broad export, policy, as
I said, subject to the needs of the country,
the internal demand for steel, exportis
encouraged. Export is also an area to which
we attach a great dea) of importance. 1o fact, .
we place it on high priority. But we have to
blance the two; if internal demand is unsatis-
fied, we have to take that into account and
regulate exports to that extent.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA : In his
main reply, the Minister said that some
steps will have to be takea to regulate
exports now in order to take account of the
shortage in the country, What specific steps
are going to be taken to regulate exports ¥
Are they contemplating reduction in exports
to certa'n areas of the world or increase to
other parts at the expense of some other

ing for the policy of today, wh they
are allowing increased exports, not the posi-
tion six months ago.

SHRI K. C, PANT : If he reads
the answer carefulls, he would not object
to it.

As for the second part, we have to
take advantage of the higher prices in the
international market but that is always to
be subject to the needs of our own econo-
my. Subje:t to the needs of our own indu-
stry, we encourage exports to the extent
possible.

SHRI 5. R. DAMANI : There is an acute
shortage of steel in the country. Production
is mot up to rated capacity; it is about 65
per cent of it in the public sector steel
plants. What efforts have been made or are
going to be made to iocrease internal prod-
uction of steel ? This year we are going to
import stee! worth about Rs. 110 crores to
meet the demand in the country. Ia view
of this, what is the definite policy for steel
export 7

SHRI K. C, PANT : My hon, friend
has raised a very fundamental question as
to how production in our steel plants has
to be increased. We have just had a long
debate on steel. Ve have gone into the
various aspects. 1 agree with him entirely
that the maximum effort should i e made to
it utilise the full capacity and increase pro-
duction 1o the full.

t s 7 What exactly do they propose
to do to regulate exports and to bring down
the prices which have gone up very high io
the country ?

SHRI K, C. PANT : The broad app-
roach is not related to the countries of exp-
ort but to the short supply in the country.
Here particular attention is paid to items of
mass consumption. In respect of those
items, we impose ceilings or sometimes we
ban further For
from October last year itsclf the export of
wire rods was banned (from 16th Oct.
1969); export of billets was restricted exce-
pt for past commitments, government to
government commitments etc, In respect of
bars and rods also, we propose to have a
ceiling on allocation of hiliets for the pur-
pose of export of bars and rods ¢o that
more of them will be available in the coun-
try. This is an item of common consump-
tion directly related to house-building acti-.
vity in the country.
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF STEEL AND HEAVY
ENGINEERING (SHRI K, C. PANT) : (a)
“The current consumption of tinplates in the
‘country is estimated at 180,000 to 190,000
tonnes a year. This demand is for prime
quality tinplates, except about 25,000 tonnes
of Open Top Sanitary Can quality and
about 20,009 tonnes of tinplates-waste/
waste.

(b) and (c). Apart from Rourkela
Steel Plant, tinplates are being produced by
M/s. Tinplate Company of India, Jamshed-
pur and M/s. K. R. Steel Union of
Bombay. The total production in 1970-71 is
-expected to be about 1,40,000 to 150,000
tonnes. The shortage is mainly in the cate-
gory of Open Top Sanitary Can quality and
1o a smaller extent in prime quality. With
the build up of production of the Rourkela
Steel Plant this shortage is expected to be
met lully.
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SHRI UMANATH : The prices of tin-
plates are very high, exorbitant, affecting
the consumers. I understand that the cost
of production of tin-plates in Tatas is much
less than the cost of production in Rour-
kela. On the other band, I understand that
the selling price of Tatas is based on the
cost of production of Rourkela, The diffe-
rence is cornered by Tatas and it does not
go to the consumers. So, I would like to
know from the Government whether they
have got any proposal to see that this
difference does not go to Tatas, but goes to
the consumers as such through a system of
pooled prices, Have they any proposal
through fixing a pool price or some other
step to see that this difference actually goes
to the consumer. Secondly, what proposals
have they got to reduce the cost of produ-
ction in Rourkela ?

HRI K. C. PANT : The confidence
with which my hon. friend asks guestions
makes me doubt the information with me.
The price of tin-plate per tonnes of stan-
dard 30 gauge in-assorted tin-plates is Rs,
2440 per tonne with effect from 18/19
January 1970, As compared to that the
landed cost of tin-plates from UK wvaries
from 2650 to 2848 per tonne and from
United States, Rs, 2899-3030 per tonne.

AN HON. MEMBER :
Japan 7

What about

SHRI K. C. PANT : I do not have the
figures, Prices are fixed not on the basis of
Rourkela’s cost of production as my hon.
friend supgested but on the hasis of the
capital structure of Tin-Plate Company of
India and therefore there is no question of
any margin which he imagines is there.
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SHRI UMANATH : Cost of production
in Rourkela 7

SHRIK. C, PANT : Thatis a conti-
nuing process; certainly it should be looked
into.

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL : Has it
come to the notice of the hon. Minister that
after the allocation of quotas to different
consumers, licences are issucd very late 7
In between there are so many agencies and
prices are affected; it practically goes into
the black market. What are the remedies
which they are thioking of to solve this
problem ? Unnecessarily there is a delay of
2-3 years by the officers in distributing the
quota, Will this period be reduced to the
minimum ?

SHRI K, C. PANT : I do not think it
is correct to say that there is a delay of 2-3
years. | have already given the production
figures of Tin Plate Company of India.
Production is also picking up in Rourkela,
though not as much as we would like it.
Only the third company is dependent enti-
rely upon imported plates, There because
of foreign exchange restrictions, etc. we
cannot give them as much plates etc. as
they want. The only way of tackling this
question is to find foreign exchange to
import plates where there is shortage and
also to the extent possible to utilise capacity
which has been instal'ed which is enough
to take care of the demand except in respect
of OTS quality about which I mentioned
earlier. For the rest, by and large, the
demand is being met. But if we find that
demand is not being met, import is allowed.
We have in fact allowed fifty per cent
import last year seeing that a shortage
developed.

SHRIMATI JYOTSNA CHANDA :
What are the units that are capable of
producing Open Top Sanitary Can Quality 7
1f none of ocur units are capable of producing
them, what are the reasons 7

SHRI K. C. PANT : None of them is
at the moment capable of producing this
on a commercial scale. Rourkela did pro-
duce, as T mentioned earlier some amount
of Open Top Can Quality. The mnn problem
is that our ores tain more
than is permissible in this qu.lﬁty. The
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question is this. We are producing steel of
certain quality. We separate it and segre-
gate it and use it for the manufacture of
this type, At the same time one has to bz
absolutely certain of the quality because
food stuffs will be canned in these tin plai.s
and therefore one has to be absolutely sure
that there is no poisoning cffect, eic, There-
fore, we are carrying out extensive experi-
mentation in the Mysore Food Research
Institute to see that these things are settled
properly before it is made available for
commercial usz.

SHRI K. M. ABRAHAM : Will the
bon. Minister please tell us why tin plates
of OTS quality are allowed to be imported
in such large quantities ? What are the
reasons for not using the indigenous
production ?

SHRI K. <. PANT :
clear about the question.

I am not quite

ot O 9T : § 9917 IFT FH Y FH
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MR. SPEAKER : You stand a hundred
times .. (Interruptions).
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SHRIK. M. ABRAHAM : 1 asked
why Guvemmem are mnot utilising the
di us  producti ity for prod

cing tin-plates and why they are importing
such a large quantity.

PANT : 24673 tonnes
were imported in  April-September 1969
mostly of the OTS quality. As to why
we are not producing it here, 1 explained
in detail.

SHRI K. C.

MR, SPEAKER :

Member did not wait for his turn, He was
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intervening when the other Member was
asking his question This importance on
the part of such Members is really deplo-
rable.

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU : I
have a’so been standiog. [ want to bring
'o your notice th't you cannot sit there
and act in a partisan manner. 1 stood

before him but you have allowed him.

MR. SPEAKER : I am looking out.
I I were to bring out a list of persons who
put supplementaries, you would find that
you had been allowed the maximum
number.

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU - I
am putting my own questi I work hard
and get my questions. It is very rarely that
I get an opportunity to put a supplemen-
tary. Today you did not care to look at
this side. If you sit there as a representa-
tive of the Government, we have no place
here. I am sorry.

MR. SPEAKER : You may be BOTTY,
but this is not the way of asking questions.

SHRI CHENGALRAYA NAIDU : What
is the way ? How long can we wait ?

MR. SPEAKER : Next question.
SHRI P. G. SEN : Cap I put one

Y questi ? I bave been
nlnndm: for the last four or five times,

MR, SPEAKER : I allowed the other
gentleman. I can not allow all of you,

SHRI P. G. SEN : Those people make
hallah and you allow them I must tell you
this, Those who make hellah get chance.

MR, SPEAKER: Do not get angry...
(Interruptions).

SHRI P, G. SEN : Excuse me,
are in the right; we are in wrong,

You

MR. SPEAKER : Do not lose your
I have called the next question.





