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Telegrama

#116. Shri Bal Raj Madhok: Will the
Minister of Communications be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) the number of English and
Hindi ordinary, Express and Press
telegrams posted during January and
February, 1987 throughout the
country;

(b) the reasons for this large-scale
posting; and

(c) the steps taken to achieve the
target promised by the P.&T.
Department four years ago?

CHAITRA 8, 1880 (SAKA)

Written Anewers 1s02

The Minister of State in the Depart-
ments of Affalrs and
Communications (Shri 5. K. Gujral):
(a) Total number of telegrams posted
was 19,22,391 during January and
February. The detailed break up is
not readily available.

(b) Mostly due to the ‘go-slow’ agi-
tation and en-masse absenteeism re-
sorted to by the telegraphists,

(c¢) The following are some of the
stepg that have been taken recently
or are being taken to reduce delay on
telegrams.

(i) More telegraph branches are
being opened in Post Ottices
in rural areas.

(ii) Extension of working hours
of telegraph offices, ag far as
possible, ig being effected.

(i) Replacement of Morse work-
ing by high speed working
on teleprinters and provision
of alternative circuits to clear
traffic in case of interruptions
on direct circuits ig being
arranged.

(iv) Open wire main lines which
are very much susceptible to
the vagaries of nature are
being replaced by coaxial
cable and micro-wave sys-
tems,

(v) In order to awvoid prolonged
interruptiong on circuits due
to copper wire thefts, copper

, wire ig being replaced by
copper weld wire in theft
affected areas.

(vi) Better type of VFT systems
(which provide telegraph
circuits using speech fre-
quencies and  Telephone
channels) which are more
stable have been designed
and are being installed pro-
gressively.

(vil) Telex service is being intro-
duced ely in the
principal citles in India,





