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SHRI K. K. SHAH : Itis a very gocd
suggestion and we are thinking about it.
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There will be only OPD so that the pre-
ssure on the hospitals may decrease;

there will bc no hospitalization. That is
under consideration.
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SHRI K. K. SHAH : The entire ques-
tion of meeting the demands of New
Delhi and old Declhi is under considera-
tion.

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK : Therc
are two suggestions : onc for Jumna Par
and the other for Najafgarh Road. What
are you going to do about them ?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : I have made it
abundantly clear, As I said, tl'e ques-
tion is whether it is wise to add beds 10
the Government hospitals or to encourage
non-proprietary medica! institutions
where Government can reserve beds,

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK : You
have not followed my question.

SHRI K. K. SHAH : I have followed
your question. There are two offers where
they want to start hospitals. This is the
whole question. Therefore, 1 said whether
Government should go on adding beds
and start new hospitals or permit non-
proprictary institutions where beds can be
reserved by Government on payment, so
that the patients might have thc option
to choosc between the two.

SHRI M. L. SONDHI : Sir, most of
these hospitals are located in my consti-
tuency. The hon. Minister seems to be-
lieve with Browning that God is in Heaven
and all is right in the world. Tt is not so.
May I know from the hon. Minister what
is his programme in the next 12 months
about meeting the heads of these hospitals
personally  ?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : I will be prepa-

red to  mect them at any timc.
(nterruptiony 1 will invite them; it
is a good suggestion.
SOME HON. MEMBERS rose—
MR. SPEAKER : Order, plcase. Next

question,

AR PoLLUTION
*725. SHRI BHAGABAN DAS:
SHR1 BADRUDDUJA :
SHRI K. HALDER :

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY PLANNING AND WORKS,
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HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-

MENT be pleased to statc :

(2) whether it is a fact that air pollu-
tion has become severe in certain areas
of the country ;

(b) if so, the causes that have led to the
increase in air pollution;

(c) the arcas affected; and
(d) the steps taken in this regard ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
PLANNING : AND WORKS, HOUS-
ING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
(SHRI B. S. MURTHY) : (3) to (d). The
Government of India do not have any
specific information as to the extent of air
pollution in India. Studies on the subject
are under way,
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THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY PLANNING; AND WORKS,
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT (SHRI K. K. SHAH) : I cansay
this much. The Bill for preventing pollu-
tion of water is likely to be introduced.
Along with that, we will try to see if we
can also add prevention of pollution of
air, but we find that it requires a very deep
study and a huge cxpenditure to find out
what wil be the percentage of nitrogen,
what wili be the percentage of cxygen,
what will be the percentage of carben and
so on. That is a very ccstly study.

SHRI N. K. SOMANI : I think itis
a very callous situation when the Govern-
ment of a country says that it has not made
any study about the hazards and has no ass-
cssment at al} of the hazards as a result of
air pollution. First of all, the Government
would have totake industrial legislation in
hand. I would like to know specifically what
is the programme of the Government of
India to take the assistance of the industry
so that this problem of air pollution does
not go beyond solution.
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SHRI K. K. SHAH : The Section of
Physiological and Industrial Hygiene in
the All India Institute of Hygiene and Pub-
lic Health has carried out studies on air
pollution, and this has now warned us
that it requires a great study. (Interruptions)

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS rose—

MR. SPEAKER : Plcase sit down.

SHRI K. K. SHAH : The study revealed
that we will have to carry out a very great
examination in depth and detail which means
alot of expenditure, We will have to de-
termine what is the permissible percentage
of nitrogen, oxygen, carbon, ctc.

SHRI N. K. SOMANI : What specific
industrial legislation is thec Government
going to undertake in this regard ?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : When the Bill for
preventing pollution of water is considered,
we are also considering whether it is
possible to prevent air pollution also.

SHRI SHRI CHAND GOYAL : Is
the Minister aware that in the sugar factories
where bagasse is used as the main fuel, the
fly ash which comes out of the factories
pollute the air so much that people’s faces
become black ? Has the Government taken
strong measures to Prevent this ?

SHRI K. K. SHAH : For that there is
a provision alrcady existing that the height
of the chimney should be up to a particular
level. But this is not enough, bccause
there arc all types of gases like blast from
motor cars, ctc. All these do pollute
the air. Thesc things are known. But
what is important is, to what extent
it is permissible. I am told the
Planning Commission has started some-
thing about it.
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#726. SHRI ;AH[&NDRA MAJHI
SHRI V. NARASIMHA RAO:
SHRI N. SHIVAPPA:
SHRI D. N. DFB:
SHRI SITARAM KESRI:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be plea-
sed to state:
(a) whether the industrialists who recent-
ly met in New Delhi stated that they would





