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Refusal by Russian Pilots to play over 
N.E.F.A. 
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SHRI SHARDA NAND: 
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SHRI NAVAL KISHORE 

SHARMA: 
SHRI BENI SHANKER 

SHARMA: 
SHRI YAJNA DATT 

SHARMA: 
SHRI JAI SINGH: 
SHRI HEM RAJ : 

Will the Minister of DEFENCE be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Russian 
pilot refused to undertake a test flight of a 
Russian mail helicop!er over NEFA on the 
plea that area was shown as belonging to 
China in a Russian map; 

(b) if so, whether the matter has been 
brought to the notice of USSR Government; 

(c) whether the helicopter in question 
was tested elsewhere; and 

(d) if so, the opinion of Government 
about the particular type of helicopters and 
the reaction of USSR Government to the 
conduct of the said pilot? 

THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI 
SWARAN SINGH): (a), (b) and (d). A 
Ru.sian team brough t a Mi-8 helicopter to 
India recently for evaluation trials under 
Indian conditions. During the courso of 
trials they did not agree to fly the helicop-
ter over cerrain areas. The malter was 

taken up with the Soviet authorities who 
stated that this had happened due to mis-
understanding and immediately reassured 
that there could be no question of Russian 
pilots not flying helicopters in accordance 
with our instruclions. A final decision on 
the selection.of Mi-8 helicopter for purchase 
has not yet been taken. 

:c) Yes, Sir. 
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Refusal of Permission to Sikh Pilgrims to 
Visit Dehra Sahib Gurdwara on 18·5.69 

in Pakistan 

*226. SHRI K. M. KOUSHIK: Will 
the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether Pakistan recently refused 




