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Television in India

388. Shri George Fernandes:
Shri J. H. Patel:
Shri Ram Sewak Yadav:

Will the Minister of Information
and Broadcasting be pl d to state:

(a) the progress made so far in
introducing television in the country
and setting up studios and transmis-
sion towers and manufacture of tele-
vision receiver sets;

) (b) how much equipment has been
).mported and the value thereof; and

((.:) the total financial outlay
envnsagefi in the next five years on
introducing television in the country?

The Minister of Information and
Wt (Shri K. K. Shah): (a)
A television station with limited stu-

dio and transmitting facilities has been
operating in Delhi since September,

1959. In 1965 the AIll India Radio
auditorium was converted into a
Television studio with equ.pment

from Federal Repuolic of Germany
and the regular daily: TV service
was s arted from August 135, 1965.
The proposals to expand the TV
Centre in Delhi and the seiting up:
of TV Cenires ai Bompbpay, Calcutta,
Madras and Kanpur have been pro-
vided for in the Drali Fourth Five
Yea: Plan.

Ministry of Industrial Develop-
ment and Company Affairs have
issued letters of Intent to two pri-
vate firms for manufacture of 10,000
TV sets each per annum. Centrak
Electronics Engineering Research
Institute has also taken up produc-
tion of 1000 TV sets at Pilani.

(b) TV transmittter, studio equip-
ment other accessories including TV
receivers for Tele-clubs valued at
approximately Rs. 50.44 lakhs have
been imported by All India Radio or
obtained as gift from foreign Gov-
ernments and other international
organisations from time to time dur-
ing the last 7 to 8 years. Of these,
the equipment purchased directly by
the Government is valued at Rs.
5.54 lakhs, and the Government have:
also incurred an expenditure of
Rs. 19.24 lakhs towards customs duty
and other incidental charges for the:
gift equipment.

(c) An amount of Rs. 375 lakhs:
has been proposed in the Draft
Fourth Plan for the establishment

of TV Centres at Bombay, Calcutta,
Madras and Kanpur besides the
expansion of Delhi TV Centre.
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