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F. A. O. Seminar in Manila 

*1462. SHRI D. N. PATODIA : Will 
the Minister of FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it a fact that the recent 
Food and Agriculture Organisation Seminar 
at Manila has revealed that there is likely to 
be a surplus of rice in Asia this year; 
and 

(b) whether the above trend in production 
is likely to affect the price of rice now 
being imported by India and if so, to what 
extent? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & 
COOPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE): (a) and (b). The discussions at 
the 13th Session of the F.A.O. Study Group 
on Rice held at Manila from 20·27th March, 
1969, indicated that in Asia, better harvests 
have been reaped during 1968 in most of the 
importing and exporting countries. As a 
consequence, India is currently importing rice 
at a price considerably lower than last 
year. 

SHRID. N. PATODIA : As a result of 
the rice crop throughout the world having 
increased will the supply of rice be in excess 
of world demand? I would like to know 
what will the clement of price advantage that 
our country will derive from out of it? In 
other words what were the import prices last 
year and what are the import prices we are 
having to pay now for the Rice ? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE: Regar-
ding the first part 'of the bon. Member's 
question, that stage of world surplus has not 
come so far. And, as far as Price is concer-
ned I don't think, I should go into the 
qu;stion of prices of individual countries. 
That is not in our interest. 

SHRI D. N. PATODlA: What would 
be tbe likely shortage in India compared to 
demand and what is tbe programme 
for import? 

SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDE : Our 
imports are upto 4 to S lakh tonoes. Depen-
ding upOn production, we will be in a 
position to manage with imports of this 
size. 

Import of Tractors 

+ 
*1468. SHRI DEVEN SEN: 

SHRI D. R. PARMAR: 
SHRI P. N. SOLANKI: 
SHRI KIKAR SINGH: 

Will the Minister of FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state: 

<II) the DIImes of the countries from 
which tractors were imported during the year 
1968 together with the number of tractors 
imported from eacb country; 

(b) what was the price of the said trac-
tors and the price at which they were sold 
to the users; and 

(c) what is the number of tractors pr0-
posed to be imported this year ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRICULTURE, 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & C0-
OPERATION (SHRI ANNASAHIB 
SHINDE) : (a) to (c). A statement giving 
the required information is laid on tbe Table 
of the Sabha. 




