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SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY : Are 
you agreeable to supply wagons to Cooch
Behar 1 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : That 
will be dealt with separately, not in this 
where we are dealing with drought. 
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Railway Accidents 

+ 
*812. SHRI HUKAM CHAND 

, KACHWAI: 
DR. SUSHILA NAYAR: 
SHRI A. SREEDHARAN : 
SHRID. R. PARMAR: 
SHRI P. N. SOLANKI : 
SHRI DEVEN SEN : 
SHRI KlKAR SINGH : 

Will the Minister of RAILWAY be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that railway 
accidents are on the increa.e as compared to 
the last three years ; 

(b) the number of accidents that occ· 
urred on each Railwa) during the last three 
years, )ear •. wise ; 

(c) the number of persons killed or 
injured in these accidents, year-wise; and 

(d) the measures taken for minimising 
the accidents ? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAY (SHRI R. L. 
CHATURVEDl): (a) No, Sir. 

(b) and (c). A statement is taid on the 
Table of the House. [Placed in Library. 
See No. LT--S79/69.) 

(d) A., the largest single factor respon
sible for accidents is failure of railway staff, 
Safety Organisations set up on the railway 
have been engaged in inculcating safety· 
consciousness amongst staff connected with 
the running of trains and in ensuring that 
they have a proper understanding of the 
prescribed safety ru les. Further, spot checkS 
are made to see that staff do not violate the 
safety rules and \ indulge in short-·cut 
methods. Inquiries are held into all accid
ents and those held responsible are given 
deterrent punishments. In addition, if an 
inquiry reveals any other short comings or 
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lapses, action is taken to see that they do 
nOI recur. Technological improvements in 
tbe shape of improved signalling and inter
locking, track circuiting. etc. have also been 
made to the extent feasible. As a result of 
these measures the incidence of train acci
dents has been declining. 
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This Committee has stated that tbere 
was a significant decrease during the file 
)ear period ending 1967-68 as compard to 
the six-year period ending 1962-63. 

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU: All be-
gus. 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: JUlt 
like you. Tbe) a Iso said : 

"It is clear that the recommendation. 
of the Kunzru Committee did make 
an impact in promoting safe.y in train 
operations on tbe Indian Railways. " 

This Gommillee has made a specific 
point in saying that the Railways bave done 
their best with a view to implementing the 
recommendations of tbe KUDl.ru Committee. 
Almost all recommendations have been imp'e
mented. 
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SHRI NARENDRA SINGH MAHIDA: 
Is it a fact that among the Indian Railways 
the number of accidents is less on the Wes
·tern Railway; If so, may I know whether 
sucb standards can be applied to otber 
Railways also? If the answer is in the 
·affirmative, may I know why such standa
!WIs are not applied to other Railways ? 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH: Actua
·lIy. the total number of train accidents on 
the Western Railway was 112 and during 
the same period of 1965·66 the total num

'ber of train accidents on the Eastern Rail
way was 77. ·But on certain other Rail
ways the number was more. So it cannot 

be unilaterally said that the number of acci
dents on the Western Railway wa. less be
cause tbe Ea'.tern Railway has surpassed the 

·Wes:ern Railway. 

SHRI D. N. PATODIA : May I know 
·whe:h~r the recommendations made by the 
Railway Safety Com'1lission in 1966-67 
were mostly flouted by the Railway Board? 
FirStly, whereas tbe Commission recomme
nded that in respe.;:t of certain diesel and 
electric locomotive engines the speed must 
not exceed 65 kilometres the Railway Bo
ard permitted a speed up to 100 kilometres. 
Secondly, one of their recommendations 
was for redesigning all locomotive cabins so 
that safety measures could be adopted. Tbat 
redesigning ha. not been done. May I 
know why these recommendations have 
been f1.)uted aDd what action has now been 
taken to act upon these r~mrnendations? 

DR RAM SUBHAG SINGH: This 
point was made out during the debate also, 
I! i. not a fact that the Railway Board flo
uted their recommendations. 

SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: The 
Commission itself said so. 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : Shri 
Fernandes himself had made out that point. 
The Commission did say so but the Rail
way Board also has got its responsibility. I 
can never accept that the Railway Board 
should get itself divested of its responsibi
lities It must go On discharging ils respon
sibilities. All the tr. cks are constantly 
being improved and wherever the track will 
be improved naturally the speed of trains 
in terms of kilometres per hour will go on 
increasing. 

SHRI D. N. PATODIA : Sir I bad put 
specific question whetber the suggestion of 
the Commission was flouted. The sugges
Uon of the Commission was· that the speed 
should not exceed 6S kilometres in res
pect of certain types of engines whereas the 
Railway Board permitted 100 kilometres 
per hour. Is it correct o~ not ? 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : The 
Rajadhani Express is today going at a speed 
of over 100 kilometres. Thai particular 
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case will be examined. Before 1st March 
no train was moving from here to Howrah 
at a speed of over 100 miles. 

SHRI D. N. PATODIA: The sugges
tion was in r~spect of a particular type of 
locomotives. The hon. Minister has given 
a generalised reply. 

DR. RAM SHBHAG SINGH: How 
can we accept an) generalisation thaI the 
speed should not go beyond 65 kilometres? 

SHRI P. G. SEN : Human failure was 
given as the main reason for accidenls. So 
many reasons have been ascribed to human 
failure. May I know how far the Railways 
have gone into theae reasons and solved 
hem ? 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : The 
Inquiry Report has indicated that the per
centage is 68.7. The Kunzru Committee 
rcc:>mmended Ihal we should pursue four 
methods .... educatioo. effective supervIsion, 
engineering aids and enforcement. Under 
'education' and 'effective supervision' effo
rts are constantly being made to minimise 
accidents due to human failure. Also, as 
I said in reply to a question pul by Shri 
Kachwai, it might be due to demestic rea
sons or due to 10C) much work that the 
stafr failed. I have very sympalhy for the 
staff and we will go into the matter. 

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: I would 
like to know fro:n the hon. Minister bow 
many level crossings still remain unmanned 
and how many railway stalions are there 
where overbridges are nol }et provided for 
people to cross from one platform to the 
other? 

DR. RAM SVBHAG SINGH : This 
docs nol exactly pertain to the main ques
tion. Subject to correction, I may say· that 
there are about 36,000 level crossings ... 
(laughter) I am not going to be guided by 
the laughter of Shri Tapuriah. I am trying 
to give the answer. Out of 1% additional 
Cortr bulion to general revenues, the State 
Go\emments get any sum in access of 
Rs. 16 crores for this purpose on 
behalf of the railway.s. With the growth of 
allriculture and more and more cities and 
ltazare and also due 10 the doubliDi and 
trebliol of track the demand for con.tru-

ction of level·crossings has increased bey
ond number. Oulof Ihese level-erossin!!1 
only one·third are manned and mosl of Ihe 
rest are unmanned. Then, more and more 
demands are being made for over-bridaes 
and under-bridgs, The rules laid down in 
this behalf are that the railways sbould 
construct Ihe over-bridge or undrr-bridge 
on its track and the approaches will be co
nS'rueted by the State Governments or local 
autholities Subject to the provision, if 
the State Governments or locs! authorities 
come forward to share their responsibility, 
the railway would not have any besitation 
in constructing an over-bridge or under· 
IIridge or providing leveJ-:rossings. 

SHRI ULADHAR KOTOKl: May 1 
know whether it i. not a fact that some of 
the major and severe railway accidents are 
due to acts of sabotage and hostile action 
by some elemenlS. particularly in the North 
East Prontier Railways ? May I know whe· 
ther adequ'!M. steps have since been taken 
in order t!fJtotect Ihe lives of passengers 
and railway· property against such activi
ties. particularly between Siliguri and Ali
pur Duar and Lumding sections ? 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : As the 
House knows, it is a fact that accident. 
at Lumding and Diphu were due to this, 
The hon. Member is familiar with that area 
and he was with me when I weot there. 
The State Government is quite keen to see 
that conditions are improved and we are 
working in co-operation with the State Go
vernment in that direction I hope to 10 to 
that area and see how best to improve Ihe 
position still further. 
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rn it; 11m if f"flff ;;m;r erT I rn ~ 
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SHRI SRADHAKAR SUPAKAR : It 
is only natural that the demand for increa
sing the speed of trains should be favoura
bl) considered at the same time, in advan
ced countries the element of human error 
is being eliminated by the use of electronic 
devices by which the train automatically 
comes to stop when there is any chance of 
danger. After the introduction of Rajdha
ni Express an other speedier trains may I 
know whether those electronic device will 
be adopted in the Indian railways al.o ? 

DR. RAM SUBHA~IIIilGH: Yes, 
Sir. As the House knows, ··w1"are provi
ding engineering devices ranging from rudi
r.1entary inter-locking to automatic train 
control and, depending on density of tra
ffic and availabilit) of resources we are 
going to introduce more and more devic .. 
in future. 
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'.otT ~ 'l'N lfI"ilJ: ~T If<'Jft 
Ifil-m-it~tfi!i ~~~ 
~i\T <111, lAir ~ ~ ~ Q~ ~ I ~ ~~ 
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~~ f<n: Fr ~ f.I1iIl Q1Il ~ fir; II¥ it; 
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liPrr I 

t.it ~11r If1ItT";: ~~ ~ ~ 
~iI' if a-1;r sr'Irn: 'li1 ~;r.ra1 t -
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i!iTlr.r it; sr NI'f tr --iflrr ~ sr'Irn: lI>'t ~ 
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'liT m~ ro f.rMrt ~? ;;j) ~ 
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'"lim ~'16 tr ~ ~ tr '"ll"m ~I
r.~ &Tff t 1fT Ifi1f ~~ tr ~ ~ ;nm:T 
~Tff t ? 
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w",nr t--1TT?1 CII1R: ~ ;r.r ~@' t, ~ 
~1~ u.-;;r;r ~ ;r.r ~ ~ 1fT ~. 
~ ~~ ~;r.r ;~ liT, !A1R: IIiTt fiR
~ ~IT ~ ;;rrq m ~ tr ~ "If'm!.r 
~Wn&T~1~ .•• 

_ ~ II5q ... ~: mrliTr-ft~-
sf~ 'lIT 111 ~1 ~ iir.t Iil'Tm t I 

.To ~Tq ,lfIT rq:: ~ ~" 
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t I ~fir;;r;o;r ~1 "lff"'iS4"I(!il utll' i'f~ 
&Pft I it ~ m 'liT 1ft 'l'U f,"~ ~ 
it; Zf;r.r ~ ~ '(m I 

.nsrfu~: ~~~~ 
$UifT fI'mr ;;pn~ !liT ~.~ m ~ ~ t I 

&1fR ~ it; ~ ~ 7j.'Ii'-W'i ~ ~ 
~ t. ~-~, it·it ~ ~~ 'liT ~ 
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. '".lim IfH1 ~ ~ t~ 1fP!r1 ~~ 
~~EIl'Ti'f~it I 

~-fi;Ti'f torit ~ ~ IIITcR: 
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SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: 1 support, 
Sir. 
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t.it ",'" r«e: ~: ~4T if 
;rty ;n~, ~ if ~ ~ I 

eft fp ,,~~: ~ ~ 
it;m:it\ifT~~~,fr\ifTi'fi'fT~ 
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,fiI; (~ ~~ it, ~ qJtJ ~ ~ 
Rint:flf,~. ~ ~~t? 
tt ~ 1ft ~m i fiI; iiT{t ~dt ~ 
mr.~· aJIft· ini~ ~ '. 1fllT. mr.. \1.. IImf .. 
,,"~it.~~ ~;;rf![V~ 
'~'f<:it .ff I 

ao Uif ~1f1I' ~: imft' ~ ~ 
art ~. ~ ~ ftorit it ~ ~''IT I 

1ft ~. ~: P.m" ~. iro 
1If~ Ijr ~ t I if ~ ~ ~ IqT 

~w:i··.·-· 
MR. SPEAKER : No vyavairha durihg 

the question hour. 

'it ~ ~)r: ~ q;Ij~ ~'" 
!ft~ ~'1 'iT ~ ,;it; 1.1 it 'il!' ~ m ;m ·~~Tpt j, itfiI;;r ~ 9". ~ 
·~~·~1~1 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, otder. I have 
called Shri Srinibas Misra. He has cau8ht 
mr ere. 

SHRI SRINmAS MISRA : It is rcpo~. 
ted Iba t· a 1"oo\Pl"oof dcMC'e of aUtomatic 
control at the level-crossing lias been found 
OUt Which will not necessiiate·any·guard at 
tile level-crossing. Is tbe G09efnrtleDleon
sidering to iDtroduce the system in the ltaiI-
ways? 

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH:· It has 
been reported in tbe press. I also cable 
across tbat news item. We will find out. 

. ·MR. SPEAKElt: Tbe-questiODS arc ge-
ttini·ripeated. ['have' calied a 'nnmber-of 
·friOiIds tor \Weot; diillutesm ibis-questiOn. 
T:i"!Qu~tion. 

El:port CoalOrtium of'MJiddae 
Tool Muufacturen 

.. . + . 
·813. saRI.$ltAR-\M JQ!Sltl : 

!imfp. M. SAYBED: 
SHRI MANIBHAll. PATEL : 

Will UJc 'J.tiDisI~ of Ir.jDl!ST~ 

DEVELOPMENT, INTERNAL TRADE 
AND 'COMPANY AFFAIRS be pleased to 
Itate : 

(a) wbether it is a fact tbat ·tbe Indian 
Mlicliine Tool Manufacturers Association 
has planned to form . an export CODSOrtium 
or ma~ tool manufacturers;· 

(b) if so, whether the represeotative9 of 
the Public Sector are also· to be included 
in tbe said cODlIOrtium; 

(c) wbetber Government have agreed to 
tllc proposal of tbe said Association; and 

(d) if not, tbe reasons tberefor ? 

THE DEPUI"Y MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INDlJSTRIAL DEVELOP
MENT: INTERNAL TRADE AND COM
PANY AFFAIRS (SHRI BHANU PRAKASH 
SINGH) : <a) to (d). A atatem~Dt is laid OD 
tbe Table of tbe House. 

(a) and (b). No propo:;al bas bern 
received by Government from tbe Jodian 
Machine Tool Manufacturers Association 
for tile formation· of a Consortium for the 
export of Machine Tools. However, the 
Association bas· repOrted that it bas not 
plahDed Rily consortilim; as sueb, for export 
but bas been recOmmending and advv.iog 
vadoDs ~nufacturers to form viable 
1i[Oitj,s iD .. non-competing Hues of manufac-
1IJre'. So·tbat· they Could operate ccoDomi~1y 
and ~fficiently in tile export marteL 91\e 
iiicb ·conipatiy is-reported to bave been'Formed 
at tbe initiative of ODe of the memtlerl of 
the Association but details regaldiDg Its 
membership etc. arc still being worked out. 
Tht qoesllOQ ·of pubiic aector units joining 
any such export group js· primanly a matter 
for Ibe concerned public sector units to 
decide. No proponls from any public 
letaa'· units for jOiDiDg any sneh export 
~ bave so far been received In tbe 
Ministry of Industriai Development, Interui Trade andCompahy Meairs, 

(c) and (d) • Do DOl ~IC. 




