LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Tuesday, April 1, 1969/Chaitra 11,
1891 (Saka).

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[ MR. SPEAKER in the Chair ]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

TSR &Y T A= & ol
e feat
+
*811. it fax AW ga :
=it sitfraa faw :
=it g fgdd
&ff ®o FAwCAT :
st Qo Qo FE :
&t o Fo Tr@ A ©

F7 ¥ Tl g T F P FA
fa:

(%) 7 7g a9 § fF F@ T -
T # Tr7 wif ¥en & fag @wa a3
arafeal # sagedr g #;; W%

(@) afz g, @@ T ¥ -
T GTHF T 378 & A T 9F &7
faaw 77 € W 99 IR FAT @A
w1 waaTEy W g7

2

td s # 9 Wt (o QA
e 9gaAdt) () ot AE

(=) Tare a&f gaar

=t FIX A A : YA WEEA, 1
&R [fedieTr R Wifew A
faprz 1 @ = udlw §Fe dan
£ @ qgr &Y 3g Q1Y @ &, 99 @
AT § AR 9T FIH AN qwATE WY
8 ST @ aw |t 2

AT § @ @ 937 § ag w-
W a1 | FrE 27384 Wil 9T 39 T
G 97 | F99 1 FUT J7a0 agf @A -
glow Roamatamr ¥ & § qF g
far 91 99 #1 & A %R 70 APy
I I w1 I fqar q@ 93 ]
EAE

““Whether it is a fact that Government

had not provided in time goods
trains,” etc.

“If so, the contents of the communi-
cation from the Rajasthan Govern
ment........"

Answer is “Does pot arise.”
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“I am writing this letter to convey
our appreciation for the assistance
given by the railways in the move-
ment of fodder and of cattle from the
drought- affected areas.”
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SHRI K LAKKAPPA : Dr. Ram Su-
bhag Singh, the hon. Railway Minister
should not fool the public and the House
because today is 1st April. The questicn is
about the non-supply of wagons in order
to save the situation in Rajasthan which
was drought stricken at that time. I want to
know specifically when the communication
from the Rajasthan Government was rece-
ived by the Centre and when was it acted
upon. What steps have been takem-in this
behalf ? If the dates are known, we can see
the promptness with which this Government
acted.

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH I am

glad that this question has been put. The
* Railways are dealing with this problem
since last year. It was on 9 September 1968
that we started moving livestock from Raja-
sthan ; in consultation with the Rajasthan
Government the whole matter is being han-
‘dled. Whatever cattle is to be transported
from the Bikaner division or Jodhpur divi-
sion is transported on their account and
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they are sent to the destinations where they
are desired to be sent. So is the case with
fodder and wherever they tells us that
fodder is available and is to be transported
from a particular railway station nearest to
the place, from there we try to move
fodder or bhusa or anything else.

SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY : The
hon. Minister said that it did not arise but
in the newspaper there is a different story.
In the Statesman dated 22 December it has
been said that the Rajasthan Government
did send an SOS to the Government of
India for supply of wagons 30-35 to lift
the cattle fodder. Any way wagon supply in
the hands of the railway officers seems to
be a profitable job and it appears that un-
less the officers are satisfied otherwise,
they do not release wagons. I do not know
about these allegations and the hon. Mini-
ster may clarify. I know of another place as
well where whenever wagons were in need
they tried to cut short the supply. Only a
few months ago in Cooch- Bihar which is
my constituency where jute and tobacco are
grown-- the supply of wagons had been
totally stopped to a few stations in Cooch-
Bibar both in the meter--gauge and broad
geuze... ...

MR. SPEAKER : What is your ques-
tion ? It is not railway budget.

SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY : All
these goods could be booked only in a sta-
tion twenty miles down Cooch-Bihar station.
I should like to know whether the hon.
Minister look into the matter so that there
will not be any shortage or stoppage of
wagons by the officers in times of need ?

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : The
hon. Member is not familiar with.the whole
matter because this was not handled by the
officials. My predecessor and colleague Mr.
Poonacha did meet the Chief Minister of
Rajasthan as far back as 9 October 1968 and
from that time onwards the Railway Mini-
stry has been doing its best to help the dro-
ught stricken areas in Rajasthan.

There is not comparison between Cooch-
Bihar on the one hand and Bikaner and
Jodhpur division of Rajasthan on the other.
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SHRI B. K. DASCHOWDHURY : Are
you agreeable to supply wagons to Cooch-
Behar ?

DR. RAM SUBHAG SINGH : That
will be dealt with separately, not in this
where we are dealing with drought.
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Railway Accidents

-+
*812. SHRI HUKAM CHAND
; KACHWALI :
DR. SUSHILA NAYAR :
SHRI A. SREEDHARAN :
SHRI D. R. PARMAR :
SHRI P. N. SOLANKI :
SHRI DEVEN SEN :
SHRI K1KAR SINGH :

Will the Minister of RAILWAY be
pleased to state :

(a) whether itisa fact that railway
accidents are on the increase as compared to
the last three years ;

(b) the number of accidents that occe
urred on each Railway during the last three
years, year--wise ;

(c) the number of persons killed or
injured in these accidents, year-wise; and

(d) the measures taken for minimising
the accidents ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAY (SHRIR. L.
CHATURVEDI) : (a) No, Sir.

(b) and (c). A statement is laid on the
Table of the House. [Placed in Library.
See No. LT--579/69]

(d) As the largest single factor respon-
sible for accidents is failure of railway staff,
Safety Organisations set up on the railway
have been engaged in inculcating safety-
consciousness amongst staff connected with
the runoning of trains and in ensuring that
they have a proper understanding of the
prescribed safety rules. Further, spot checks
are made to see that staff do not violate the
safety rules and‘ indulge in short--cut
methods. Inquiries are held into all accid-
ents and those held responsible are given
deterrent p s. In additi if an
inquiry reveals any other short comings or






