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SHRJ] HEM BARUA: It is we who
have to explore the possibilities . . .
(Interruptions).

MR, SPEAKER: Next Questxon
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS

(SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH): (a) Yes,
Sir.
(b) Rs, 132 lakhs approximately.
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SHR1 PARIMAL GHOSH: Sir, the
loss that we have incurred because of
the dislocation of the service has not
been properly estimated as yet but the
figure that I am giving here is the
loss to Railway property that hus
been caused due to the breaches.
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SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: Sir, it
is not a question of charging double
rate. Because of the breaches we had
ta divert passengers in circuitous
route. That is the facility given to
the passengers and naturally for that
extra mileage, we have to charge on
mileage basis.
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MR. SPEAKER: It is only about
Gujarat and Rajasthan, not Bihar.
Otherwise the whole of India will be
covered. This is about Gujarat and
Rajasthan,

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: In south
Gujarat great dislocation has been
caused during the last flood. But it
was not only due to the flood alone.
Every year it is a general scene that
so many dislocations are taking place.
I want to know whether it is due to
wrong planning. May I know from
the Minister whether Government
wi'l investigate into the matter and
try to deviate the whole line if neces-
sary in order to avoid this break in
the railway lines every year?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. M. POONACHA): Sir, in
Gujarat particularly the intensity of
the flood damage has been very much
this year. For the last 30 years perhaps
we did not suffer such a havoc due to
floods. Actually the entire tributaries
of the Narmada and the other rivers
confluenced and the whole urea be-
came a sheet of water. It was an un-
precedented flood. As a matter of
fact; in the normal- conditions  the
water drainage system is adequate.
But in an abnormal situation one can-
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not plan. This matter is being kept
in''view when we are going to redo
sdme of these bridges and culverts.
We are now thinking of adding addi-
tional spans s0 that the waterway
provided will be better laid and the
flood conditions may be better con-
trolled.

SHRI SRADHAKAR SUPAKAR:
Sir, regarding the unusual nature of
floods in almost all parts of India,
will the Government teke any mea-
sure to readjust the alignment of the
railway tracks, bridges and culverts
and even in normal lines where there
are breaches, so that diversion of the
trains and other difficulties do not
recur in future?

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: The
normal waterwayg that have been
provided in each of the railway em-
bankments are adequate enough for
the normal floods.

SHRI
enough.

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: But be-
. cause of the unprecedented floods that
have come this year, we have to re-
view some of the portions to find out
whether the waterways are really
adequate or not, In view of the exa-
mination that is now being carried
out if we find that there are places
where improvements are necessary,
necessary measures will be taken in
that regard in those places.
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RANGA: Not adequate

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. M. POONACHA): I think it
was about Rs. 13 to 20 lakhs w that
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particular sector including one other
branch line in thet ‘area. These floods
were most unexpected. The Ghaggar
river for some reasons is now flooding
up. That matter is now being studied
by the Irrigation Ministry separately.
The Ghaggar which was practicaily 2
dry river is now having increased
floods. This matter is under study by
the Irrigation Ministry, and on their
advice whatever needs to be done for
the railway track will be done.
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SHRI RANGA: I think the railways
have got a research section to look
into these things constantly in the
light of cxperience. But from what
my hon. friends from Gujarat, Orissa
as well as Rajasthan, have said, it is
clear that these floods are happening
every year; and they are not a new
thing. The destruction of railway
property is also not a new thing. The
inadequacy of the culverts and bridges
has been noticed several times. Would
the hon. Minister see to it that the
research section in the railways will
be co-ordinated with the research
section of the Irrigation Ministry so
as to see that in regard to all railway
lines whatever changes have got to be
made are made in order to avold the
dislocation that we are obliged from
year to year?

SHRI C. M POONACHA: This
suggestion will be kept in view and
we shall take necessary action in that
regard, .





