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is available in the new oilfields. I am
it#erested in knowing how the gas is going
to be utilised.

MR. SPEAKER : He has said that the
-question of how it will be utilised will be
-examined.

SHRI P. GOPALAN: Recently, the
-chairman of the FACT has stated that the
FACT engineering and design organisation
is in a position to undertake the complete
designing, engineering and manufacture and
commission of fertiliser plants not only in
India but also abroad. Some time back it
is understood that the Fertiliser Corpora-
tion of India had submitted a report to the
Government of India to the effect that the
.entire fertiliser plant could be manufactured
indigenously. In view of this, may I know
why Government are going in for foreign
collaboration when there is enough capa-
city indigenously to produce the fertiliser
plants ?

SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH : If there is
.enough capacity both with regard to equip-
ment and with regard to man-power to go
through the entire programme of fertiliser
production, obviously there is no need for
any foreign collaboration. We are fully
utilising whatever man-power is there in
the designs and development department.
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. " SHRI K. C. PANT : It is a suggestion for

action.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU : May I know
whether the Finance Minister has made up
his mind about giving grants and loans to
the farmers in the flood-affected areas in
North Bengal. Darjeeling, Midnapore and
Burdwan, and if so, to what extent this
would be outside the plan allocation for
West Bengal ?

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND
MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRI MORAR~
JI DESAI) : In the first place, this does
not arise from this. Then, it is a matter
for the State to do.

SHRI BEDABRATA BARUA: May I
know whether a special machinery has been
set up to review the progress in this direc-
tion from bank to bank and from month to

month in connection with the loans from.
the scheduled banks ?
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SHRI K. C. PANT : The National Credit
- Council meets for this purpose to review
the requirements of different scctors of the
economy for credit, and it has laid empha-
sis on the fact that increasing credit should
g0 to the agricultural sector consistent with
the requirements of other sectors also.

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU : On a point
of order. The Finance Minister and many
-other Ministers want to get away by saying
that it is a State subject.

MR. SPEAKER : He did not say State
subject, but that it does not arise out of
“this question.
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SHRI K. M. KOUSHIK :" As the position
obtains today, the farmers are getting their
loans only from agricultural co-operative
societies and other district co-operative
societies. The rate of interest charged is
8 to 9 per cent, whereas the industrialists
who take huge loans get them at the rate
of two to three per cent, Because we are an

.
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agricultural country, will the Governmeat
think of reducing the disparity in the rate
of interest so far as the farmers are conm-
cerned, particularly since we are in a diffi-
cult food situation;

SHRI K. C. PANT: As I said, so far
as the Reserve Bank is concerned, the
Reserve Bank does give credit at the con-
cessional rates to the State Co-operative
Banks. What more can the Reserve Bank
do?
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WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

INDO-NEPAL SURVEY OF RIVER KAMALA

*153. SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA : Will
the Minister of IRRIGATION AND
POWER be pleased to refer to the reply
given to Unstarred Question No. 5712 on
the 26th August, 1968 and state :

(a) whether the detailed scheme on the
basis of the joint Indo-Nepal Survey of the





