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LOK SABHA

Wednesday, July 31, 1968/Sravana 9,
1890 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[MR. SpPEAKER in the Chair]

OBITUARY REFERENCE

MR. SPEAKER: I have to inform
the House of the sad demise of Shri
K. M. Vallatharas, who passed away
on the 30th July 1968 at the age of
67.

Shri Vallatharas was a Member of
the First Lok Sabha during the years
1952—57.

We deeply mourp the loss of this
friend and I am sure the House will
join me in conveying our condolences
to the bereaved family.

The House may stand in silence for
a short while to express jts sorrow.

The hon..Membe’rs then stood in
silence for a short while,

—

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
Nagas Trying to Escape to China

*211. SHRI D. C, SHARMA: Wil] th
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be
pleased to state:

(a) Whether about 200 Naga hostiles
were ambushed and killed by the
Indian Security Forces in a number of
encounters on the Nagaland-Burma
border in the later half of May, 1968,

(b) whether it is a fact that these
hostiles we'e trying to gneak across
the border on their way to China; and

(c) if so, the details thereof and the
measures taken to strengthen the
check on thig border?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH): (a)
to (c). No, Sir. Presumably, Hon'ble
Member is referring to the reported
encounters on the Burmese side of the
border in which a large number of
Naga hostiles are understooq to have
been killed.

SHRI D. C. SHARMA: May I know
if these Naga hostiles belong to our
country or some other country?

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH:
They belong to the State of Nagaland.

SHRI D. C. SHARMA: Have the
number of checkposts been increased
in order that there could be no in-
filtration into China of these hostiles
via Burma?

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH:
Yes. Sir; proper steps have been taken
to safeguard our security and the
number of checkposts have been in-
creased to prevent their going out.
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SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: A supple-

mentary should not be more than 150
words.
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SHRI HEM BARUA: I5 it a fact
that the Naga hostiles who have cros-
sed over to China have contracted Mr.
Phizo in London and in co-operation
with Mr. Phizo they are trying to set
up an emigre Chiristian Nagaland
Government with headquarters in
Peking and, if so, what is our response
to this latest development?

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH:
We have seen reports of that nature
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in the Press, but we have no definite
information about that.

SHRIMATI ILA PALCHOU-
DHURI: Are the Government aware
that from the other side of the Burma
bo-der large quantities of rubies are
brought py Naga hostiles and they are
made into packets and in those pac-
kets some maps showing the terrain
and the passes have also been passed
around? Has the Government any
information about this?

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH:
We have no specific information. If
the hon. Member will let us know, we
can find out.
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SHRI B. N. SHASTRI: May I know
from the hon. Minister whether it 1§
not a fact that there a-e quite a good
number of Naga people in Burma?
Just now the hon. Minister has ad-

mitteq that this incident took place on
the Burmese side. May I know whe-
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ther the Naga people living on the
Burmese side are in collusion with
the hostiles in Nagaland?

SHR] SURENDRA PAL SINGH:
This group of underground Nagas who
were going from Nagaland, from the
Indian side, to the Burmese side, were
on their way to China. They came
face to face with the Burmese troops;
it is very difficult to say whether the
Nagas on the Burmese side are in
sympathy with the Naga hostiles or
not. But the fact that one of the
Nagas on the other side did 'manage
to lead this group into an ambush goes
to show that their sympathies are not
with them.
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MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Supakar.

SHRI SRADHAKAR SUPAKAR:
May I know whether we have any
understanding with the Government
of Burma that these Naga hostiles are
not allowed to filter through Burma
to China and come back by that route,
and what is the reaction of the Bur-
mese Government to such a proposal
if any?

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH:
We do exchange information of
mutual interest with the Burmese
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authorities, but it would not be de-
sirable to disclose here the nature and
details of such talks.

SHRI A SREEDHARAN: In reply
to Starred Question No. 1561 on
1-5-1968, the hon. Minister said, “It
is very difficult to spell out the exact
measures taken by the Government.”
It is very difficult to say what mea-
sures actually have been taken; they
have assureq the House on a number
of occasions that suitable steps have
been taken, that the situation is always
studied from time to time, and the
matter is constantly reviewed and
whatever necessary to prevent cross-
ing and inflltration is done. On this
question of our borders, glways, non-
aligned, parrot-like, the same answer
is given to the effect that steps are
being taken and the situation is un-
der control and so on. After that
answer was given to Parliament, it
is obvious that the situation has wor-
sened anq there is something basical-
ly wrong on our porth-eastern fron-
tier. I would like to ask the Minister
in the light of the new developments
that have taken place, whether the
Government have review the situa-
tion and if they have done it, what
are the decisions that they have taken
and what additional steps are being
taken to ensure the security of our
border?

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINISTER
OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINISTER
OF PLANNING AND MINISTER OF
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATI
INDIRA GANDHI): I am sorry the
hon. member i3 not satisfled
with  the answer given, but
I am sure the entirc House
will  agree that it is not possible
to divulge security steps. This has
been said here a member of times and
I am afraid it may have to be repeat-
ed. Last ttme we had made it clear;
in fact, hon. members themselveg had
referred to the meeting that had been
reported in the press that we had
considered the matter a new and that
we are in constant touch with the
security forces, with the Nagaland
Government, with the Governor of
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Nagaland and with gll concerned peo-
ple with regard to any development
which may take place in that area.
It was in this connection that the hon.
member, Shri Ranga, had reminded
'‘me of my having a meeting and only
this morning I have reminded my staff
to fix yp that meeting, with the lea-
ders of the opposition quickly.

SHRI BEDABRATA BARUA: In
fact, the underground Nagas need
time to build up a stockpile and to
acquaint their 10,000 men with the
Chinese weapons. They are trying to
utilise the cease-fire for that purpose.
The suspension of opervation agree-
ment go far concerns only us; they are
violating the cease-fire. They have
extorted taxes which amount now to
about Rs. 35 per head of family while
the Government tax is only Rs. 2
per head—I mean the house tax. In
every way, they have violatedq the
cease-fire agreement by importing
Chinese arms, etc. Even when the
last operation took place, it is known
that the matter leaked out with dis-
astroug consequences upon ourselves,
a lot of Chinese arms were removed
by then.  In view of this, may I know
whether the Government is going to
have a new look into the administra-
tive arrangement there and see that
so far as thjs side is concerned, it is
not according to  the underground
Naga plan that they would strike be-
fore the monsoon next year but things
will be done according to our own
time?

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: I
have made it clear that all violation
of the agreement should pe dealt with
very strictly. Our security forces and
all concerned have been told this. I
do not think it is at all correct to say
that the consequences were disastrous
in Jotsomo. Our security forces did
intervene. Perhaps they could have
done better, but I do not think that
the words used by the hon. member
are entirely correct in describing the
situation. As far as taxes are con-
cerned, this situatlon also is a very
olg one. It is not something that has
happened in the last month or last
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year. It is a very unfortrnate situa-
tion. That i3 why we have now given
more powers to the Nagaland Govern-
ment to deal with thig situation.

SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH: The hon.
Deputy Minister spoke something
about strengthening the security
forces. But the fact remains that at
Jatesna in an ambus" nearly 45 men
of the security forer we- e killed and
also a foreign journslist entered and
stayed in Nagaland fer one ‘month un-
detected. On the r(w stion of security,
may I know whrther it has been -
brought to the potice of the Govern-
ment that a new par-y has been form-
ed in Nagaland corsisting mainly of
people sympatb:tic with the rebel
Nagas, who h:ve rssolveq that they
will t'y to cone into power after the
next genera) elect'on and they will
pass a resolviion in the Assembly ask-
ing for the dissolvtion of Nagaland?
May I know if this report has come to
the notice ef Government through
some promirent N: ga leaders and also
through one of the ministers here? If
so, what i¢ their reaction and what
are they giing to do to mect this
situation?

SHRI SURENI'RA PAL SINGH:
When I sad that adequate steps had
been taker to stre agthen our security
forces, I rieant g:curity forces along
the internitiona] border—the Indo-
Burmesz )order As regards other
places ther~ too adequate steps have
been taken and ag the Prime Minister
said a little whire ago, we have given
cextra police forte to the Nagaland
State. The» hae augmented their
police force and taken suitable
steps to se¢ tha~ violations of cease-
fire do not take place and also the
oxtortions and k dnapping by the un-
derground are 2lso stopped. As re-
gards the format-on of a new political
party, It is very difficult to say what
shape it will take, in what form it
will fight .

SHRI S, K. TAPURIAH: Are you
aware of it?

SHRI SURENDRA PAl, SINGH:
I am not aware of it.

Oral Answers
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SHRI S. K. TAPURIAH: It might
not have come to the knowledge of
the Deputy Minister put it might have
come to the knowledge of the Prime
Minister or the Minister of State. I
would like to know whether it has
come to the knowledge of the Govern-
ment or not.

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI:
When we say we are not aware of
something we do not take into ac-
count what we might have heard. The
neéws has to be authenticated. That
is why sometimes we have to say “we
are not aware of it”. But that does
not mean we have not heard of it.
What we mean is only that the news
is not authoritative (Interruption).

SHRI SWELL: Sir, the Deputy
Minister in answer to a question stated
very clearly that the Nagas who were
killed in this particular encounter on
the other side of the Burmese border
were all from Nagaland. I would
like to know whether he has verified
these figures and whether the Burmese
Government hag supplied this Govern-
ment with the names and identities of
these Naga hostiles who were killed
so that he can make a categorical
statement that they were all from
Nagaland?

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH:
It is difficult to give all the details.
What T meant was that all those un-
derground Nagas who were trying to
cross over to Burma belonged to
India. Most of them came from Naga-
land, and some from other neighbour-
ing regions but they were all from
India.

SHRI SWELL: You have changed
vour answer.
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (SHRIMATI1
NANDINI SATPATHI): (a) to (c).
Besides improvements in  A.LR.
broadcasts being a continuous process,
it is proposed to change the com-
position of the Programme Advisory
Committees both at the Centre and at
the regional levels by associating State
Governments and Opposition at the
State level and Opposition representa-
tive at the Centra] level. Arrange-
ments arc also contemplated to collect
reactions of listeners by putting up
Citizens’ Forumg and Students’ Forumg
all over the country. Clubs of agri-
culturists in rural areas are also con-
templated. Expert panels are propos-
ed to be set up to give the Stations
professional advice.

Wherever there are two channels,
it ijs proposed to utilise onc channcl
exclusively for regional programme.
So far as Hindi is concerned, it is
proposed to revive the programme of
Hindi lessons which was suspended in
1985 on account of Pakistani oggres-
sion. Disparity between English and
Hindi is proposed to be removed in
respect of payment of fees ang relay
on all-India hook-up.
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