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IZ43 
LOK SABRA 

TllursMII. July 25 1968/Sravana 3, 
1890 (SAKA) 

The Lok Sablla met at Eleven of 
tile Clock. 

[MR. SpEAKER in tile Chair.] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 

THE DEPARTMENTS OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS AND COM-
MUNICATIONS (SHRI I. K. 
GUJRAL): (a) Government ha\'e no 
specific information. 

(b) No further concessions are con-
templated. The present rates tor 
regd newspapers are already CO:lce-
IBioD.t. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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SHRI LOBO PRABHU; Plaase 

give the figures. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: Yes. The 
average COlIt per packet transmis.ion 
is 14.76 p. 

SHRI LOBO PRABHU; That is an 
old figure. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: No. The cost 
of transmission is same. Now. the 
revenue is 6.05 p. In this, the "Ie-
ment of su.bsldy is about 59 per ·'ent. 
Therefore, even with the increased 
rate, our total loss on this typc! ot 
service will be Rs. 195 lakhs. So, the 
Department really finds it difficult. 
much as it would wW1 to help small 
newspapers, to give more conceA.,lons. 
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SHRI ANANTRAO PATIL: I am 
very much pained to lwar from the 
bon. Minister that already concessions 
have been given to newspapers. Be-
fore I put my question, you may 
ltindly allow me to explain the posi-
tion as to what has happened after 
the increase in postal rates. 

MR. SPEAKER: Yo~ want to educate 
the Minister. 

SHRI ANANTRAO pATIL: Before 
the introduction of the decimal 
coinage, in Dl'le rupee, 64 copies could 
be sent by post whereas now hardly 
10 copies can be sent by post. After 
this increase the newspapers are hard 
hit, specially the SJlI8I1 district )1(OVliE-

papers and the medium-sized provin-
cial newspapers because they are 
largely dependent for their circulation 
on postal subscribers. The Finance 
lofinis~er, IIIIK yefI1', aijow4ld conces-
~ions and kept 2 p. per cppy upto 60 
grams. This promise was kept but 
flis generosity luted only for 8 
mollllbs. This yew. he illCl'eased the 
rate by 5 p. upto 50 grams. Unci.,r 
these conditions, I would like to 
kflOW from the hon. Minister what 
made the Finance Minister to change 
his mind and to increase the postat;e 
ror which he says he has already 
given concessions. My second ques-
tion will be as to whether the Gov-
... rnrnent wants the small newspapers 
to die and the big papers to gr~ 
more because the DeWlI,P6pers which 
have fIOt more weight .... 

MR. SPEAKER: You have askec1 
the Question. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: So far as his 
second qUl¥ltion is ooncGHMld ..•• 

SHRI RAJAR.AX: He did not com-
plete it. How are you replying? 

AN HON. MEMBER: It is for the 
Speaker to say. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: For the in-
formation of the hon.. Member his 
second question was whether' tbe 
G<Jvernment wishes the small news-
papers to die .... 

SHRI RAJARAM: He did not com-
plete the question. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order. order. 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: So far as the 
first part of the question is concerned. 
while I repeat my sympathy with the 
small. ~wspap",rs and I very much 
appreciate the role they are playing 
in tne national life, what I would like 
to submit to the hon. Mem>ber's con-
sideration is that the hon. Finallce 
Minister here waS basically moti \'ated 
by the recommendations of the Tariff 
Enquiry Committee. The Tariff 
Enquiry Committee went into the 
details of the subsidy element and 
felt that, aUhough the various other 
serviees could bear their cost. in the 
case of newspapers we could giVI! 

subsidy to a ~ ot 66-2;~ pel' 
cent. The subsidy that We are 
giving is about 59 per ae.nt even now. 
While I do appreciate the difficulty, 
the hon. Member may kindly appre-
ciate that for transmission of 224 
million newspaper packets. we are 
subsidising even this year to the tune 
of Rs. 195 lalths. This is not a small 
subsidy, particularly because our 
total income from this service is esti-
mated to be 135.2 lakhs against a 
costs of 330.62 lakhs. 
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SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: I 
shall request the Minister to repeat 
it. 

MR. SPEAKER: Not necessary; it 
is as good as having said hundred 
times, 

SHRI 1. K, GUJRAL: For the ben/;-
fit of my hon. friend, Shri Kanwar 
Lal Gupta, who has neither contri-
buted to, not understood, socialism, 
I would Say this. I would like him to 
understand that we contribute to 
socialism, 

Therefore, the basic thing that 
would like to say is that socialism 
does not mean this that services 
should run at a loss. Where there is 
a service rendered, it is for the Par-
liament to decide how they would like 
to meet the expenditure. Our ex-
penditure in postal services last year 
was to the tune of Rs. 88.43 crores. 
and our revenue was about Rs. 72.46 
crores. So, there was a net loss in 
the postal services to the tune of Rs. 
16 crotes, last year necessita~ an 
increase in tariffs so that the postal 
branch breaks even this year. It 1a 
for this 'IIucust body to decide 
whether they would like us to 
raise sOme funds from the services 
that we run or they would give us 
f!"Om other things. Naturally this 
has to be made up. 

So tar as newspapers are concerned, 
I npaat it 19 • bJatq IIlblidi114 er-
YIce. It" for the ~ of 
till. autruat IocIT to decide What _1l1li be.-e. 'lbe Budget _ ,..... 

bere and we are only earrym, out 
what the Parliament has decide4. 
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SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: It is a sugges-
tion for action. 

MR. SPEAKER: Every suggestion 
is in the form of a speech. 

SHRI LOBO PRABHU: The hon. 
Minister has stated that he has no in-
formation about the decrease in the 
number of small newspapers. As a 
publisher oI two papers, I may inform 
him that one paper has decreased 50 
per cent. and instead of being a 
weekJy it is now a fortnightly. An-
other paper which was a monthly has 
become a six-weekly. The point that 
I wish to make is that instead of the 
revenues of Government benefiting 
by this higher rate, they are likely to 
lose, because no paper can aff()rd to 
pay these rates, considering that the 
readers are poor and these are mostly 
vernacular papers meant for them. 

My second question is this ... 

MR. SPEAKER: He has not put any 
question at all but only given inf"r-
mation. 

SHRI LOBO PRABHU: I supplied 
infonnation because the hon. Minister 
had said that he had no information. 

My flrat question is this. Can the 
hon. Minister deny that a committee 

appointed by Government them&elVeB, 
namely the cOmmittee on small neWII-
papers had recommended that the 
rate of postage for all papers weigh-
ing less than 50 gin. should be one 
paisa? Government has ignored that 
recommendation and that concessioD 
to be made by this Finance MiniMel'? 
Why have they ignored it? 

My second question is this, how do 
Government claim that it costs them 
]4.5 paise per transmission? Have 
they related it to the weight of the 
papers or only to the total number 
of newspapers'! How is this calcu-
lation made? If their calCUlations 
are as good as that, arc they willling 
to put them on the Table;)1 the 
House? I am asking for this be-
cause I dispnte their calculation. 

SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL: Taking the 
dispute part of the hon. Member's 
question first, I would say 'hat all 
this analysis has been made in the 
Tariff Committee's report, and if the 
hon. Member will see it with care he 
will see the analysis made there. So 
far 'as our calculating the cost is con-
cerned, it is calculated on the basis 
of the average number of packets that 
are transmitted and the total cost that 
we incur on them. The han. Mem-
,bel' will also appreciate that we have 
got a huge vol ume of traffic, nall:ely 
224 million packets a year, and it is 
very difficul t for us to break it 'lP, 
because the cost of breaking it up 
wou~d be considerably higher. So far 
as the information given by the han. 
Member regarding closing dawn ,f 
the paper is concerned I have noted 
it with regret, but I would also sug-
gest to him that jf he starts selling or 
distributing his paper freely, he. will 
make some loss. .. 

SHRI LOBO PRABHU: I have not 
asked for help from him . This is nO 
reply to my question. 

. SHRI 'SRADHAKAR . SUPAKAR: 
'The hon; Minister has' quoted certaJ. 
'statistics about" the loss. May I knOW 
whether he has lOt any statl.8tics ot 
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the .total volwne of the news packets 
received, and whether it is a fact that 
on account of the inCTease in the 
tariff, the volwne of the newspaper 
packets has been reduced considerab-
ly and that accounts for the loss in 
the revenues of GoverIlllllent? 

SHRI I K. GUJRAL: My . hon. 
friends may note that the- postal 
service is one such service where the 
more we transmit the more we lose. 
As the traffic eX'P8nds, the losses go 
up. It is not as if when the traffic 
goes up the profit goes up. For, this 
i< a labour-intensive activity. There-
fore, the more the number of packets 
transmitted, the greater is the amount 
()f losses and the losses mount up. 

SHRI ANIRUDHAN: May I know 
whether the hon. Minister j,; aware 
that most of the newspapers, es):eci-
ally the language newspapers and 
the small. smaller and even ~'nedium 
newspapers. have ceased uublication 
within the last decade becnus,· of 
their financial difficulties. For 
example, even OUr Law Minister Shri 
Govinda Menun was ha\';n" a p"per 
called Deenabandhu. and some of the 
other Chief ~.linisters in uur StatP 

having their influence, published 
l'lrir newspapers there. I think that 
not less than one thousand j)apers 
have ceasf'd publication ther'! l'ecent-
ly. As a publisher myself, I can un-
derstand the difficulties of a publi-
cation. I used to affix 'only some 2 nP. 
stamp on 'an ordinary paper which 
may have only four pages, but now I 
have to affix 6 nP stamp on the same 
paper. In view of the fact that small 
newspapers have only four pages and 
they are being published regularly and 
they used to affix only 2 nP stamps 
on them some months back be-
fore . the renewal, and thereby they 
have to affix 300 per cent more than 
what they used to do before, will 
Gbvernment consid~r this question of 
reduclngthe rates? In this connec-
tion. I would like to draw the atten-
tion of the House to what Gladstone 
~aid once In the British Parliament, 
",hen they introduced tax on paper, 

'Do not tax know1qe'. In the same 
way, I may also say that let not 
Government try to tax knowledP 
and try to suppress the small nl!Wll-
papers and the smaller newS'Papers. 
So, Government may kindly reconsi· 
del' the position. 

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Rane. 

SHRI ANIRUDHAN: My question 
has not been answered. 

MR. SPEAKER: It is a suggestion 
which he has made. So, no answer 
is needed. The hon. Member has made 
an appeal to the Government ~o re-
consider the position. That is noi a 
qu('stion. 

SHRI RANE: May I know whether 
the Ministry has received represepta-
tions from various States from as-
sociations of the small newspapers 
and if so, how many? 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: Some r"pre-
s('ntations have been receIved. 

15ft emr ~ ~ : fi\~r it 
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•. "~"f ... EtI"d ~ t 1 ~ "' ~<1i 
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SHRI SEZHIY AN: The han. Minister 
gave the figures of 225 million pack-
'Bites and Rs. 196 lakhs loss. Nobody 
wants to increase the loss on this 
when they increase the rates. they 
should ~ee that it does not affect the 
small newspapers. I would like to 
tell him lhat if smaIl newspapers 
selling at lOP or 7P have to affix 
5P stamp. it comes to 50 per cent of 
the price. If a newspaper is sold at 
30 or 40 p. this increase will not 
amount too mUch. So will the Minis-
ter consider the matter and see that 
there is some relation between the 
postage rate and the selling price 
of the newspaper'? 

SHRI I. K. GUJRAL: I have al-
ready promised that we will give due 
c(Jllllifttltion to the matter. 

'" si'f""~: ~~ «'1~ it 
.. ~ qt~ ~ t. ~~) ~T 
..w ~ ..,.! 1!Ift~ ~. _ 1Jttt 
~~~~t.nt.~ 
~ ... ".,.~'lftll~P 
~ .. t~m"'tt~~ 
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'l'!fT 'f6' '{{f f~f~ it '11f<;rQliti!' ~ 
~ 11ft '7;~ ~T If'frq'it. ~ ~ 
'fr1: 11nr.t 'fi1 '3'f~ «~ ~ 'f;7 "l"f'1'r 

~ lJ'tr f'f>i<r ;;rrtr I 

rsfi ~o ,,!o I!~'" : ;riffij' !f~ ~ 
~ f~ ~'f 'tt fin1f« ",r -.t ~ 1 ~ arnm 
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~r.rit~;;pf ~ m¢i it 'fil:T ~ 
~ ~ it '{'fiT ;pr~;, if ~ I 

SHRI RANGA: Should newspapers 
be turned into book packets? 

SHRI 1. K. GUJRAL: That is more 
expensive. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: Is it a fad 
that the Small Newspapers' AssOCia-
tion has submitted a memorandum to 
Government requesting them to re-
vise the postal rates so that the small 
newspapers might exist and live? 
Sincl' the revenue receipt is not going 
(0 be of a large order due to the in-
creased rates. what is the respo-nse of 
Government to this memorandum'? 

SHRI RANGA: All the members 
are now submitting a memorandum. 

SHRI 1. K. GU.tRAL: We examin-
ed it at that time and then when the 
present formulation eame before you. 
thi. diftl.culty was pointed out As 
i have said, 1IVe have sensed the feel-
ing of the House and we will exa-
mine it. 

,"m • ..n~:QT~~ 
~ ~ ~ flfi ~-WIt ~ ~ it 
~~I~m~~~IAi 
;;r) <'ft1f ~ ~ t, lRf !'m'TT it 
~'Ift~tl ~*tt'rlt~ 
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MR. SPM.KmR: Next question. 
Before that, I woold like to say that 
every suptllementary is tendin'g to 
become a small speech, Once in II way 
in order to elucidate a point, it may 
perhaps be necessary to do so. But 
not in the case of every supplemen-
tary. We have already spent 25 
minutes on this question alone. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: 
supplementary is long, 

Not every 

SHRI PILOO MODY: Every sup-
p,lementary is becoming a speech and 
every answer is becoming silence. 

Delhi State Co-oPerative Bank 

"9:!. SHRI MAHANT DIGVIJAI 
NATH: Will the Minister of FOOD 
AND AGRICULTURE be pleased to 
~tate: 

Ca) whether it is a fact that a 
farmer employee of the Delhi State 
Cooperative Bank has been arrested 
on the 15th June, 1968 for alleged 
cheating of the B'Ink; 

(b) if so, whether some more ar-
rests have been made in this case and 
if so, the number of officials involved 
therein; and 

(c) the progress so far made in the 
investigation of the case? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVJ!ll.OP-
MENT AND COOPERATION (SHRI 
M. S. GURUPADASWAMY): <a) Yes 
Sir. 

(b) Yes, one. 

(e) At! a result of the arrests and 
investiCatlon, the greater Part Of the 
amount involved has been recovered. 

f1i: • ..... ,,'" : ~ ~ 
-ttqtt~~-~~ if~ 

~ a- tflor-~ ~T l.t ~ I lI'IfI' 1M' 
lI{~ If( .~ f'fi lI'In" ~ ~ 
om: if mil: ~i\" t ~it 'fi)f ~ 
fifOTl{ 'fiT IJRr ~T ~ orfit; ~ ~ 
"""~~~'f~1~~ ? 

SHRI M. S. GURUPAJ)ASWAMY: 
We take steps to see that such things 
do not happen, and when they do 
happen, we take immediate measureli 

"I'T~~ 'fI1I' :~!ft\' 
m t(lIT ~ f'fi It 'fi)-~~ IJ~ 
~ir ~ ~ ~, f.,... if IifICT ~ IifICT 
~Rrrt~~m-~'foT'lfT~r 
~Rrr t I ~r.r¢ m<m'~ lfi!: 0ITif 

~T ~ f'" mlic ~ ir ~ ~'" ~~ 
lfnr.rr ~, f~~ rnr ~ itm 
amn ",1 '{);m ;;rr ~~ I ~ ~ ~ 

'11: ,f\' ~Il: <rtI1T ? 
SHRI M. S. GURUPADASWAMY: 

In this particular case there was no 
loss, The co-operative bank has made 
profit. It is one of defalcatiOn. and 
th is defalcation has been found out 
and the person has been apprehended, 

'1't fII1' "" ~: ~ .. ~r 
~ ~ ~ 1IT'filT 'lfll(m ~ f", ~ it 
~ ~<l~ it. f~ 'fi)-~ t", ~ 
f~mif~)I1f~lfoT~...,.~t 

~I m~itmPt~l!fT 
~~ flI;1n' t(lIT ..m: ~ ~ 'fT 

~m ""rif tT¢ I ~if Ifi{r ! f'fi fS 
a;rof1r lfW'l' 'fir ift t I ~ Ill{ ~ 
~ l fit; flfi'(l1ft tr-rofw ~ rfr 
iff ~ I 

SHRI M. S. GURUPADASWAMY: 
The defalcation was to the extent of 
Rs. 1,09,200. We have reCovered 80 
far RB. 1.07,311. So, only a small 
amount has to be recovered. The-
~rson has been apprehended. 

~: tfir ~ : ~ i'!IfiRr ~ I\'l1f 
om t ? 




