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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAI'3 (SHRI 
PARlMAL GHOSH): \al A hllllll 
portion of the wheat transpart.ed by 
rail in recent months to stdt:uns in 
West Bengal by the Food C·" pur .. -
tion of India was dama~ed due to 
rain. 

(b) About 900 tonnea. 
(c) None was held re!poI15;.bl~. 

(d) The Food Corporn1jon l,ad ag-
reed to utilise covered a! well aI 
open wagons for the movcnlpnt at 
wheat from Punjub and lluc>"una in 
order to maximize dcspato'le~ b<:fore 
the mon<oons. As such, open wa~('n. 
were supplied to a limited exllnt 
against requisition for covprecl 
wagon •. 

(el Some of t~ w~l(on, loaded 
durinj! dry wpnther were not cover-
ed with tarpaulins. 

(fl Con.iderin, the hu~e quanhtle. 
to be moved, aome u~e of open 
wagons was Im!vltable. Aruie la-
bour .hortege .t several d .. ~'ln.tlol' 
polntll, howpvet', held uo unlo."'"' 
and the tum-rOUn" of .... 1(0"8 Ind 
terpaulm. Wall, th_fora, .erloUily 
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Ilowed down. In the circuinitance" 
despatch of crain in some open wa-
1I0DS without tarpaulin was resorted 
to as an add:tional emergency mea-
1IUre on a very t~:nporary basis. 
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Slnu PARlMAL GHOSH: The 
abnormal detention of loaded w:.r,ons 
at the unloading points has created 
a great problem for the rai!ways tc. 
"et the empties back in time. 

SHRI RANGA: Has then' been any 
.trike there'! 

SHRI PAHlMAL GHOSH: I am 
cominlr to that point. Now, the ques-
tion is why this abnormal time has 
been taken. Thi~ po:nt has already 
been brought to the notIce of the 
Jl'ood Corporation of India, and tne 
reason for this abnormal detenUon 
!. that there has been an acute ~hort· 
age of labour because ot which thf! 
wagons could not be unloaded in 
time. 

SHRI KANWAR ~L GUPTA: Is 
there shortage of labour? 

SHRI A. B. VAJPAYEE: Where? 

SHRI PARlMAL GHOSH: At the 
unloading points. 

>.oTT 'Ii.roll ',j l!tij' ;!jl~ "'" 'Ii~)' 
<iflf Wfl!;J.'·,O\' • lie' ~ I 

What is the han. Minister talltiDI 
about? 

SHRI PARIMAL GHOSH: 1 cd 
quote just one mstance. In the East-
ern Railway there has been a deten-
tiOn of 1800 wagons for a prolongeil 
period. Since we had to move the 
food grains from Punjab and HarYIl1'.a 
and since there has been no adequate 
storage facility at that end, there 
was no other alternatiV1l but for the 
Railways to give open wagom w'th-
out tarpaulins, because the tarpaulin. 
that were sent were not coming bacll 
in time. That was the main reas~ 
for sending- some of the wagons 
without t'arpaulins. 
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 

(SHRl C. II. ~N:ACHA): 'n1e 
.YQlwne of tralllc, particularly \he 
movement Of foodgraina from PuroJah 
ilIis year has reached an unprecedent-
ed level as compared with the pre-
vious years. Durin, th~ ,previous 
YIllU'B, movement durin, May-June 
"II'as of the order of 2 to 2.5 lakhb 
lannes per month. TIUa year, during 
l4ay, it was 5.97 lakhs tonnes a. 
lIgainat 2.23 or 2.25 lakhs tonnes, and 
in June it was 7 lakhs t'lnnes. This 
unprecedented volume of 100dgrains 
movement towards the various points 
from Punjab had created certain 
diftlculties so far as transportation ;. 
t'oncerned. Particularly in the di-
rection of Bengal, the movement of 
:loodgrains which was organilled by 
the Food Corporation and the Food 
Ministry was handled faulty to 
their satisfaction. But in certain 
regpects, because of the early breakin, 
of the monsoon, we had to rush our 
"rogramme, and therefore many 5PC-
dal trains were run to nandle thi' 
.,nprecedented quantity of foodg"ains 
movement. In this there were occa-
.ions when we had to load II few 
..... ltons without cover. They were 
about ~.OOO wagons as against the 
\otal number of 30.000 thoat were 
moved. At times durin,~ emerg£>DCY 
periods. it does become necessary to 
tak~ "limited calculated risk to 
move; otherwise, thE' food grains 
""auld have rE'mained in stOCk and 
(.()Uld not have movE'd in 11m .. , 
Ther~forp. to clear all the accumula-
tions of stock at the delivery points. 
we had to organiSe vpry hcavy move-
mpn~ o' fooilf'roins. In this 1herr wpre 
(,,'ca',jon5 when wr cOl,ld not provide 
larpau1in5. A verv ~mall percentRl!e 
..""nt without co·.'~r an<i th~rp to the 
1(1:~:~ due to mf't conditinos Y.'as about 
!lOO tonne.. I do not think this i5 8 
bad performan~e on th2 part of the 
,":tilways. 

SHRI RANGA: This ia '1 s~andalou3 
"hote of atrail'll on the railw9,fs Why 
.. he sat.isflet'l with It? 

-ft IIm1I'r ~ awn: 1{i~ 
~ t ~ ~ t fir; '1'Tm 1I1'fr 
.n-'JroftiiftmlWiTwzmr~~ 
'I''R lIT~ ~ ~ it ~~ 111:~ 
em {iTT ~ lIT ~ ;rrf'(w lti"m t m 
~ ~ M fit; ~ 111: fW for t .-
'I'~ ~ ~ (, ~ if(t t 'IR 
~~r~1 ~~'~mr~ 
1fT qf!l'lriTt ~ fit; {Of n ~ t ~ 
1!'ifT ~~ fiirritm ~ lIT ~ ~ 
lI>'T a<:q; iii' 1fl;e mr.fT u:)1fi ?'flI'{ ~ 
f;;rritm: ~ ~ IrTlf it tt~ Ifit.r t 1!i1:1I' 
\1OI1t ~ f~~ 'ff~ it {tr 6-q: ~ 
~if~T? 

SHRI C. M. POONACHA: Evel7 
cal e will be taken to move all prl\)-
rity item goods by railwaYJ .0 the 
extent the demand is there. DurlDl 
thi; period, we had also to handle 
general traffic along witll thIS in-
creased volume of foodgrllin. mO'fe-
ment. We have done our very best 
:.nd will cOntinue to render sprvlce 
to the best of our ability. Instead or 
criticism, the railways, I thln!t, de-
serve a compliment for "Ilvlr" 
handled this much of tramc with thJa 
lp,cl of efficiency. 

IllT ~~ ~ : .oq-lft l1'~ ~ 
it .rr ~ ;rem qr. ~ ~Ti'f of. 
~ it CfflTlIT I ft lfl V!R;:T $ 
fifo 'fP: "'fr ~r "flTr' ~-:- q1:fT it if17UT ~'{ 
~r ~'Fll 't ~ir. if ~it it ~ ~ 
;;m ~ ~ 'f.T'l'I' 't fiff.'2' ~ 
~ it 'I1Ti'r ~ IJ1IT oq-h ~t ..,. 
lW'f ;;mT ~ it "l7J"if ~m, ~ ('I1r. .:.r, ~m f~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~t 
qfg"!lft ~ it ~ m'{ ~ IIflTf 

fw;rr ;p' Wm ~ ~ lI"l1'<' vrm-
QIrT t. 'i 

SHRI C. M. pOONACHA: The • 
tal Quantity of toodgrains loaded fro-
Punjab and Haryana which JO\ 
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damaPd due to wet conditiolll is 

about 1,Il00 odd tonnes all over lDcUa. 
during this particUlar period. In the 
Bengal area alone, it is about 1100 
WnneB. The railways are prilIUlrily 
responsible for transport. For the 
loading and unloading operations at 
the loading and destination stations 
respectively, they are not entirely 
responsible. and other agencies will 
laave to do the clearance. If there is 
IIOme delay, tor wha~ver reason it 
_,. be the railways could not be held 
directlv responsible. 

"') ,,)q ~~): ,,~~, 
'f'Iit ~ ~ if ~9<: ~ T ~ ~~ iffif 
l!il sm: ~ ;ft ~ ;ft rr. ~ ;;it 
~ ~ <frr;:« ~ ~;;rls f.f;1n ~ ~ 
~ '" m't>": ~~T ~ ~1<:~ 
.-rnl ~ tfllT ~<lf-n:t ~ ~{ t I 
"""'" thrrn;j' ;;fT<r.n:T it f~ <1(fT1l 
~ ~ f'iioq'li~ ~ f;;;r 'f~ 
~11R' ijo 5 :14, 514, 732, 5 :l2 o;r1<; 
512 ~~r1J ~ ~tiR<f1R 'i;' 'l;fn~ 
~ ~ ~ ~f!TT If'D, qR <nl: 'f'T! ~ <:H:i 
it 1f'r1Tm 1m lTlIT '{'J 'f.n1lT 9;f 1T~ irnr 
rrr ~ I ~ ~~~ir 'liT lfi1fT If.T ifllf 

~~ o;rf.l ~(f ;'fr,",Tf··,-q ijo ~T "'" 
~if I ~ ;;rr;:r:T ~ t R; 9;f11r.r <foR 
it 9;f"!T'Of '1- ;;rf.f it f<,;r 'flIT f'f1Tlf 't ~rT'i 
"'~I<::m:rr '-D ;;r;r f'li ~ ~ 'I;f~ 'l'>1 
Ifilft ~, w.r <Ii ~'li 'lit W<N ~ 
~ f~~ 't9;!"RT f~ <n: ~ 9;f'll;;r 

lilt ~I'R ~lR i:r \1~ I ifl<T <[Til" f<f1Tlf 
if ~;;rf t <; 'iFT 'lil gjr'R ~ if 1i~ 
~ f~ ~<: fir. 1 lIT 9;f <f.t Q'1,r ;;;q<: 
~1t ~ ~~<:~Tf.\Cf f<'fllT ? 

SHRI C. M. POONACHA: There 
W8S, as I have explained earlier, 
Dec-e •• ity to utilise open wllgon< be-
cauS'e we wanted to clear th- stocks 
bdore the on set of the m:'ns .. lOn. 
Unfortunately, the mOl1soc.n had 
advanced and came a little bit endler. 
~ durin, transit also they were 

caught in rain, but all that h .. been. 
cleared, they were not allotrlld. to aet 
damaged, and the Food CorporatiOD 
has made special efforts to get them 
unloaded and haV'e them dried anet 
stocked; they have done eve:-yth.ing" 
so that the grain that got wet dur-
ing transit was not anowed to deterio-
rate, 

'>1" 'a~ ~~~) : 'I;f~ ~ 
itt lIlif If.T ~ ~T flRT I W qrq. i 
qq;ft fiirritmr '1': ~'ll;;r ~t ~~ m 
if ~ 71T f.rlrr ~ ~ fo/.ro rr.qr I ~ 
'1': ~'ll~ ,?t'q; Wi ~m 'fT, m.f.t ~ 
am: ~ ... W'U ... <M fum ? 

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE 
The question has not been r1.!plied 10. 
The question is whether tho open 
wagons were used On the instructio.13 
of the Food Corporation, or the rai!-
1'>ays sent open wagol1l1 at their own 
ri~k, 

RHRI C. M. pOONACHA: Th~ 

indent was for covered '" ag ms, and 
l'Ih<'n we exp!a'ned that that lluml)er 
o! covered wagOns were not rendlly 
availabl,. food Corporation, B[(1'ped tl) 
the loadi~1! of a certain quantity bt 
open wagons. 

SHRI RANGA: So, both were 
&uilty. 

SHRI C. K. BHATTACHARYYA: 
Over and above the damage cau~cd 
by rain, it has been report~d in the 
papers that a large amount 'las b.·en 
lc,sl by extensive pilferage through-
out the way when the wheat Will 
c~rried In opf'n wagons. Has H.e 
R~;lway Minister Rny Idea u to the 
amount lost by pilferage; If so, what 
11 the amount or the possible amount 
that has been lost by pilferage' 

!':HRT C. M. POONACHA: I wDul1i 
Hke to haT!! notice ot thll qu~on. 
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~".. ~"" .,. ~ IR.T 
1ftm";f t. ;qt 'R itt ~ ~ ~ 

I will certainly collect the figUl"U if 
the hon. members want. the informa-
tien. 

SHRI S. S. KOTHARI: I regret to II.,. that the story does not end there. 
It has been brought to my notice by 
at-thentic sources that the ,.heat 
which had sprouted in certain easel 
aDd putrified in certain other! is now 
offered to the flour mills to be crush-
ed. into aUa which would be distrl-
mlted in ration shops tllr human 
consumption. 

MR. SPEAKER: I do not think the 
Reilway Minister can answer the 
question. 

SHRI S. S. KOTHARI: Is it a fact 
that the flour mills in West Bp.nllal 
Ir''' being pressurised into crushing 
th'& damaged wh@at? I WIll talt"! It 
up with the FOOd M'nist~r wh .. " lh@ 
time comes. Will the Rallw'lY ~inis
t!'r Inform why he do .. s not fix T~!

p<'nsibi'itv 0'1 tho~e omc~r' Wh0 hAve 
b<-pn gullty of this IIct. which hal 
resulted in 10 much loss~ 

SHRI C. M. POONACllA: Nob"d,. 
was guilty. 

'lff ~~ ~ : ',~"hr .q:;ft ~ 
~ ~ ~ i (it) 'IT'T <tT 9;1'~ 

~ ~ If. f~ f"f1n lJ'lT ~ 
f'fi 'Ii'!' ~1IT"f ;f m ~lR' 
f~"hf;:r If>'T 'f1 ,iltf~ ;f~f ~~ 
~ ~ :;r;mr .q: ~ ~ f'fi ~r.r 
~ 9;1'11: Jj ...... ~R'1 ~'R 
fuq~ if.t fiT I ,~orr;;:rr ~ ~ 

f.f; m lfllT w;r ~? ~ -;;r;r ~ 
~ mar ~, <:r<f 1M m If.T lIT ~ 
lfm'l'~1IT"f If.T ~ mlf.~ mrfiln: 
~1IT"f 'R~ ~mf'fi ~ ~ f'fi 
trm'tft:r;r If.T ~ §m' t lIT ~ 
rrr t? ~'h:r't~ ~ ~ m<=r 
~ ~. olm;f 'R ~ om pr t. 
.~~tA> lfllT qt 'R~ 

~ I ~i ~ I'll t A> Si1fT "" 
~'R 30~ ~ Iii" ~t? 
SHRI C. M. POONACHA: As ex-

plamed earlier, the FOOd CorporatloD 
ot India had indented for covered 
wagons. When it was brought to 
tl.elr notice that covered wagons were 
nut available in that l!umtJer for 
carrying 15.000·19,000 tons ot wheat 
per day, they agreed that a certain 
nlJmber of uncovered wagons c01lld 
be used. At each loading [,oint the 
omcials Of the FCI and the F.~I1"'ay. 
",ue present to supervise the !oadlna 
operations. 

MR. SPEAKER: I find a number of 
members rising. I will have to call 
the n 'mes that appear In the question 
list: there are twenty names alreadY'. 
The questions are beroming repeliliv@ 
and so are the answers and we are 
losing time. I cannot call any other 
Member. 

'lfT fm ~r·: m~'!fT : trn:er ;;~;t:1f 
if"fT U- 'i1~ it 'f.TTUT w.crerfrr 'vft' 
~n: <f~1 ~t ~ I 'P'f CfTi m ~ 
c.l If''''lT ~ ~'f.TT mm i'f'm lIlT q11: 
~m ~'f.TT ~Y'l ~ lfli..r I 9;fl'T7; 

~ 9f'f ~'Pit U 'l"Tf ~ fif; ~ 
irT $1 ~ 'f."T ;;rr;f ~ <iT qnf q 'f 

.r..r ~ 'ITt <rilT rill I pff. f~ 
fm '1» ~ <f?;T.TRT n;'I> ~'if<T 
i!m ~ I rn m'l ~~ f'1lf ~l'} 
Oll'f~1 If,T~ om ~ ~ 
mf'fi ~T",'T~1f.T ~~ f~ii1T 
~, f...rn f'fi erfCf-'Jfrr ~ ri? 

SHRI C. M. POONACHA: If any 
dam,ge has occurred due to any lapse 
on th@ part of any individual, proper 
action will be taken. But where no 
ODe can be held responllble and It 
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ie beyond the eontrol of anyone, 
''Mthin, eould be done. 

l4R. SPEAKER: Next question, 

SHRI HEM BARUA: Unfortunately, 
you do not know that the wheat that 
had been damaged is dumped in the 
flood affected Assam for human 
'COnsumption. 

MR. SPEAKER: Dumping is done 
by the Food Ministry; only spoiling is 
1ione by the Railways. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: The Railway 
Minister accuses the Food Corporation 
and they- accuse the monsoon for 
coming earlier. He has not acCUsed 

'himself. That is the trouble. 

Iron Ore Dnelopment 

'33. SHRI P. P. ESTHOSE: 
SHRI A. K. GOPALAN: 
SHRI K. ANIRUDHAN: 

Will the Minister of Sn.EL. 
MINES AND METALS be pleased to 
ftate: 

(a) whether Government have 
finalised the n'2gotiations with Ameri-
can and Japanese companies for 
,collaboration In iron ore development; 

(b) If so, the details thereof; 

(c) the reason for seeking such a 
collaboration; 

(d) whether Government have re-
ceived any offer from any other 
~ountry for coJlaboration; and 

(e) if so, the names of the countries 
and the details of the ofTer made? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF STEEL. MINES AND 
METALS (SHRI RAM SEWAK): (a) 
and ,(b), It is presumed the question 
relates to Kudremukh in Mysore 
State. The Government . have 
approved a proposal for conducting 
the feulbIDt,. .tudiea and pilot plant 

tests on the Kudremukh Iron Ore 
Depomts In Mysore at a cost not p-
ceedlng Rs. 411 lakhs, by the NatiODlll 
Mineral Development Corporation Ltd., 
with technical collaboration and 
financial partnership of Mis. Marcona 
Corporation of USA and tluee 
Japanese Companies viz. (i) Mitsui & 
Co. Ltd. (ii) Okura Trading Co. Ltd .. 
and (iii) Nissho Co. Ltd. The 
approval is subject to certain condi-
tions being fulfilled for which the 
National Mineral Development Cor-
poration Ltd., are negotiating witb 
the foreign collaboratorS. 

ec) As exploitation of low-grade 
magnetite-quartzite iron ore witbin 
the countI'y1 is being attempted for the 
first time. it will be necessary to 
supplement tbe know-how available 
within the country with foreign 
expertise for carrying out pilot plllnt 
te~ts. interpretation of metallurgical 
data, design of the mine and plant, 
transportation system for the ore and 
its bendlciation etc. Foreign co'labora-
tion is unavoidable to undertake a 
venture Of this nature, 

(d) No, Sir, In the beginning Borne 
interest w'as shown by Antipodes 
exploration Ltd, of Canada, which did 
not materialise, 

(e) Does not arise. 

SHRr P P. ESTHOSE: May r know 
from th~ Government Whether the 
reason for seeking foreIgn co'labora-
tion is because of our t~chnical 
inabil:ty to develop the iron industries 
hy ourselves or whether there i9 an1 
other reason' 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF STEEL. MINES 
AND MEALS (SHR P. C. SETHI): As 
has been said in the main answer to 
the question, this is a magnetite ore 
with 30 per cent ferrous content and 
It is therefore entirely a new process 
of beneflcation which has to be 




