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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM AND 
CHEMICALS AND OF SOCIAL WEL-
FARE (SHRI RAGHU -RAMAIAil): (a) 
Yes._ Sir, A portion of the refinery Gases, 
co_tinl of propane and butane 
can -be Uquified under pressure and· used as 
fuel ulfder the name of liquilled petroleum 
gas •. ·-The other gaseous portions including 
Methane, the main constituent, cannot be 
so liquilled and are either burnt in the 
Refinery boilers or Bared off. 

(b) During 1967, the total production of 
L. P. G. was 75,239 tonnes. Tbe produc. 
tion was limited mainly by Ibe scarcity of 
stecl cylinders, and the lascs not so Iiqui-
fied a. a result, were used as fuel in the 
refinery boilers. By 1971 the demand for 
L. P. G. is expected to be 15~,OOO tonnes 
and this will be mel through increased 
indigenous production. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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SHRI RAGHU RAMA1AH: They are 
manufacturing a rew cylinders. The AU,-
wyns are doing for IOC and other comp'· 
nies are doing for Burmah Sh.eU and Caltex. 
The main bottleneck is the special sleel 
that is required and tbe more indigenous 
sleel is produced on these lines the more 
quickly w< will be able to achieve self-
sufficiency in indigenous produciion of lhe 
cylinder:'. 
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SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH: We are 
importing some steel for the ti~e being. 

SHRI MANUBHAI PATEL: Is it only 
shortage or cylinders or is there some 
defect with the distributing channel of the 
IOC also? 

SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH : I am not 
aware of any sucb defects. ·It. is mainly 
paucity of steel. 
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SHRI M. B. RANA: I come' from a 

dislrict wbere for the last several years 
natural gas is being burn!., May, I . know 
whether Government has any scheme to 
control tbat gas and make use of it for 
business purposes ? 

SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH: Some of 
it, as I have already explained, wbich 
cannot be Iiquified bas to beflased off. Witb 
regard to the part which, can be Iiquified 
every effort is made to bottle it and use it. 
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SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH: I may 
very bumbly submit that this Ministry is 
not concerned with that gas. 

SHRI SHIVAJIRAO S. DESHMUKH : 
Has the Government attempted an eco-
nomic analysis of the total quantity of gas 
that will be available for liquiflcation in 
all the refineries and the quantum of cylin-
ders tbat would be required to contain it 
including the natura; gas that would be 
available so that this valuable source of 
gas is not frittered away for mere lack of 
steel. 

SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH: It is a 
result of that very careful assessment that 
I have given the figures in answer to part 
(b) of the question. As regards cylinders 
every effort is' being made to make the 
country selfsuflicient in production. 

SHRI SfllVAJIRAO S. DESHMUKH : 
I was talkilig about economic assessment. 
I want to know whether such an assess-
ment has been made to know wbether 
it would be far more economical to 
import steel for making cylinders rather 
than fritter away the gas that is available? 

SHRI RAGHU RAMAIAH; The 
answer is obvious. It is a selfevident propo-
silion. You need the steel to bottle it. 
You do not have it. So you have to 
import steel. 
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SIIRI RAGIIU R",MAIAH: Gas is 
sold at differeJIt prices by ditre~t com-
panies. So far as Delbi is concerned 8urmah 
Shell. I understand. i. selling 14.5 kilograms 
at Ils 2i.91. ESSO is sellinl 12.8 kilasrallls 
at Rs. 19.34. and IOC is sell!1IJ IS kilograms 
at Rs. 21.78. dopending on the cost of 
prociuctiOll, qency dealership terms wad 
various otber factors. 

SHRI SAMAR GUHA: About las 
combinations there are tbe somewhat lower 
a\iphatic ud aromatic t,pc of cOBIpouada 

. also. Propane and butaDe are 0' the 
higber types Tbe lower types can YeFY 
easily be absorbed by water and tbey can be 
COIIVerted mto alcohol. May I kllow 
whot'her methane and bellzine can ·be 
Ibus utilised and used for chemical 
purposes and. if so. may I know why 
GovOllllllC8l is not lIIalr;.iBg a Ilirvey 'Ier tbe 
utililiatAen oltbcM 10_ frlCtiOll of COIllP-
owtdl ? Scaondly. MiDi,ter haa ltated tIIat 
Ihe difficulty is in Jll"Cparinl cyUdel'l aDd 
thaI too of a JllU'licular t)'!PC of ... 1. Have 
the Vo\OUOlllellt enQUiI!ed about &be pollti-
hilit, of manufacwrina Ihal special ~ 
of steel for lbe IIl'Cparaiioo of cyliaden; if 
110, ~ llalow W'beD tbat type of .... HI 
iD adequale quanlity can be produced in tile 
COUDt.1- ? 

SUR! RAGHU ttAMAIAH : A part of 
it is already being manufactured in tire 
COUnlry. 1t is di1Bcull to say when the 
whole quantity will be manufactured. As 
reprds chemical analysis of other fractiolls, 
I am SUfe etrort is made to find out the 
most economic use of tbem. In any case, 
tt ia a yaluabte sUlgestion and will be 
cenalnly considered. 

SlUtI SHEO NARAIN : H the Govern-
IIlCnt caDnot solve tbe probllllllin .tbe 
public sedor, wby do they Dot hand il 0Mi' 
to t.Iac private aecIOr 1 . 

MR. SPEAKER: EYeD if they want to 
hud it OYIll'. ", .. llhey sari! .- ? 

sURI P11.00 MODY : Let them con-
fess !t. one way oj' tbe other. 
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JHIU SHIVAJIR40 S. DaHMUKH : 
The QUIIlion ilseir asks for the opinion 
or the Government and the answer is that 
it cis a lIIatter of opinion. 

SHRI RANGA: Some clerk has 
wcitleA tile answer and tile Minister has 
read it .. 
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I)ll. SHtlIMATI PHULIlENU OUHA: 
f tuM! .I_dy explaioed. that lICCordiDl to 
the~itulion Ladakh o::annot ile de.clar-· 




