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LOK SABRA 

Thura4all, Fe~TII 15, 19681.'dag/&Q 
26, 1889 (Saka) 

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven Of the 
Clock. 

[MR. SfuKER in the Chair] 
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

STRIKE BY EMPLOYEEs OF NEWSPAPDIS 
AND NEWs AGENCIES 

+ 
'61. SHRl HIMA'l\SINGK.A: 

SHRI V ASUDEV AN NAIR: 
SHRI GEORGE FERNANDES: 
SHRI D. C. SHARMA.: 
SHRI ANANTRAO PATIL: 
SHRI Y.A.JNA DAT'!' SHARMA: 
SHRI JUGAL MONDAL: 
SHRI MOLAHU PRASAD: 
SHRI ARJUN SINGH 

BHADORIA: 
SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK: 
SHRI RAMAVTAR SHASTRI: 
SHRI T. P. SHAH: 

Will the Minister Of LABOUR AND 
REHABILITATION be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a tact that the 
~oyeea at the newspapers and news 
agencies made a mus demonstration 
in front Of the oftlce 01. the Indian and 
Eastern Newspaper SocietY' on the 
19th January, 1968 demandlng imple-
mentation of the awards Of the Jour-
nalist and Non-Journalist Wage 
Baards; 

(b) it so, What are the difficulties in 
the limplementation of the said Wage 
Board awards; and 

Boo 
(c) the steps which are being taken 

to elllpllQite iJnplllBlllJltation at these 
awoards? 

'fHE MJ:NISTER OF LABOUR AND 
~ATION (SHRI HAm): 
(a) Yes. . -_. 

(b) Employers complain that the 
scales fixed for some categories are too 
high and that some managements are 
unable to bear the additional financial 
burden imposed by the recommenda-
tions of the two Wue Boards. 

(c) The State Government/Union 
Territories have been requested to tali:e 
suitable '3Ction under the workini 
Journalists (Conditions Of ~) &. 
Miscellaneous Provisions Art, 1955 to 
secure implementation of the recom-
mendationS of the Wage BOara for 
Wor~g Journalists. 

The recommendations of the Wage 
Board for Noo-Journalists bave no 
atatutory force and their implemen-
tation is to be secured through persua-
sion and advice. State Governments 
have been requested to do the need-
ful, and they are do'ing so. 

- SHRI HIMAmINGKA: May I know 
Whether it as a tact that these employ-
ees went on an all-India strike on 
24th January on the eve of the Russian 
Premier Mr. Kosygin's arrival, result-
ing in a total black-out of publicity 
machinery and newspapers on that day 
and if 80, whether the GoveI1l!lle!1t'. 
attention has been drawn to the neces-
sity for immediate implement3tion of 
these awards and by what time Gov-
errunent expect tlhe awards would be 
enforced? 

SHRI HATH!: It is a fact that the 
employees went on strike bet:'ause Ute 
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recommendations were not implement-
ed. The results are obvious. When a 
wage board makes some recommenda_ 
tions, I think it is the duty of the em-
proyers to see th":lt they are imple-
mented. If there are practical difficul-
ties, I have had talks with the employ-
ees also and they are prepared to dis-
cuss and negot1ate. 

SHRI IDMATSINGKA: May I knOW 
if some of the newspaper organisations 
have agreed to implement the award 
and if so, what percentage of the 
workling. journalists and non-journal-
ists are eovered by such establishments 
which have declared their intention to 
earry them out? 

SHRI HATH!: Very few have 
agreed. I think the percenbge will 
be insigillficant. In Delhi 5 have 
implemented and 4 have agreed. 

SHRI VASUDEVAN NAIR: When a 
wage board make recommendations 
after thorough enquiry and serious 
deliberations, they take into considera-
tion the eapScity of the management 
also to pay. If the management re-
fuses to implement the award, is it 
possible for the Government only to 
go on sermon.ising to the a ge e~  

that they should implement It or IS 
there any other method to see to it 
that these awards are implemented? 

SHRI HATHl: So far as the working 
journalists are concerned, it is a statu-
tory wage board and it is perfectly 
within the power of the State Govern-
ments to enforce it stattttor'ily. I have 
informed the State Governments that 
there is no need for discUSsion so far 
as the wage board for o r a ~ is 
coneerned and the recommendailons 
should .be implemented according to 
the procedure laid down under the 
law. In Kerala also, I have spoken 
to the minister and he says he has 
taken ""ction. About the non-journal-
'ists, it has to be discussed. 

SHRI D. C. SHARMA: 'lfue a ~ 

board was a tripartite body consisting 
of representatIves of newspaper em-
plOyers, employees and' Government. 

Whether they are journalists or non-
journalists, I think ~ delcjsiotl of the 
wage board should have a s:.atutory 
forcr. May I know from the hon. 
Minister what machinery he has at the 
Centre to see to it that the recommen-
dations Of the wage boards are imple-
mented vis-a.-vis the journalists and 
the non-journalists st'3ft and what 
penalty he can impose on a newspaper 
!if the reccmunendations with regard 
to both these categories are not im-
plemented? 

SHRI HATH!: It is true that these 
wage boards are constituted of the re-
presentatives of the employers, the em-
ploye.es, independent members and the 
Ohairman appointed by the Govern-
ment. But ":III wage boards are not 
s1latutory 1IJld therefore the re~~
dations of the wage boards are not 
capable of being. implemented statu-
torily. The question whether they 
should be statutory or not has been 
under the consideration of Govern-
ment and the National Labour Com-
mission also is looking into it. The 
Standing Committee h'3S also oarppoint-
ed a sulH:ommittee because the ques-
tion is that if we make it statutory 
then the collective .bargaining, poW& 
of the union is reduced. These are 
the points which are being considered. 
But so far as, as I said, the Journalists' 
Wage Board is concerned, it is statuto-
ry '3Ild there are provisions where the 
employers can also be prosecuted and 
recovery could be made according to 
the revenue dues also. 

SHRI ANANTRAO PAT.(L: May I 
know from. the hon. Minister wheth& 
it is a fact that small and medium 
sized language newspapers are not SO 
muoh \)ppOsed to the implementation 
of the recommendations for journalists 
as the big newspapers, the monopoll.ea 
and the groups are opposed? I know 
some of the members of the Indian 
Language Newspaper Organisation 
have already started implementation 
of the recommendations for ,ounra-
lists but for the implementation or 
the recommendations for the nO'D-
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journalists the small and medium sized 
l'allguage newspapers are facing many 
difficulties because the increase in the 
burden of expenditure is so heavy that 
many of the small units will !have to 
close down e~ publications. In 
these circumstances, I would like to 
know from the Government whether 
they propose to give some relief to the 
small newspapers by _y of adverti-
sements and reducing their cost of 
newsprint? 

SHRr HATH!: r am glad the hon. 
Member has raised this point. '!bere 
are language newspapers which are 
very small newspapers and they thve 
some difficulties. I have talked with 
the representatives of the workers 
also. They &re also prepared to dis-
cuss all such matters with us in res-
pect of .these small newspapers where 
they feel they would not be able to 
implement the recommendations. 
But so far as the bigger newspapers 
are concerned I think the recommen-
dations should be implemented. 

Iltl ~ >;Tlfi w ~  

~~ <rmii" f.!; ~ it flt;;; 
'tif ~ ~ m iI; ~ f"Ji-zr ij;T 

~ ~~ ~ ~ r  

rr~  m<m ". ~ ~ ~ 
~  ~ ~ r ~ 'fi't ~ CI"'!> 

~~  wn;:;r@' ~ ~T 

~~ T~  

smu HATH!: In Delhi five estab-
lishments have implemented, four 
have agreed to implement and they 
will be implementing the reeommen-
dations. 

SHRI HATHI: Those who have lm-
plemented are: Shanker. Weakltt. 

Tlwught, Weekly Radiance ReView, 
Hindustan Sa'fflllChar, and Dainik 
Savera. Those who are prepared to 
implement and who are discussing the 
matter with the workers are: Patriot, 
Link, Pratap and Veer Ar;u.n. There 
are three papers w'ho say that the 
journalists have not yet exercised their 
option whether they want the new 
scales or the old ones. They are: The 
Statennan, ·The Times of India and 
N avbharat Times. The remaining 20 
have nOt implemented and shaw cause 
notices have already been issued 
against them. 

~~  mT:tT'Tm sror 
'IT f.!; ~ f<fq .rr ~ #.t 'TT<f 

T~ ~ ~ I T~~  

~  lflif ? 

SHRI HATH!: The Delhl Adminis-
tration has taken action against this. 

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: 
What action? 

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Mondal 

SHRI HATH!: The action is that 
.they should receive a complaint . 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

SHRI KANWAR LAL GUPTA: Sir, 
. he is answering it and you have stop-
ped him from doing that. 

~ ~~  ;;r;m- ~ ~ 

~I 

..t, ~~ ~ ~  ~~ ... -n<r 

~ ~ 4 ;;rq ~r r ;, fi'f f{lfT I l1;'f. jT 
~ 't@r (t ;;rqr.r ~  ~ :tTJ1f 1ft 
~ ~ ~ T CfT tJ ~Frr ? ~  
~ ';I'§T ~ f.t; ~ ~ ~  

~~~ ij;T, ~~ ifOT ;;rcrr.r r~ 

~ ~ wit ...... 
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Mil SPJ!!AKER: I have no oblec:ti.OJl 
if he bu anythiDc more to M7. I 
thought, he had answered it. 

~) .m; mrt : W ~ ~ i\"'t 

~~~~  ~ ;my;{ 

~ q'R ~ FT ~~~  

'" ~ : ~ ~ ) ~ ;rro;t ~ 

1frtirT ~ ~ m;:: itt 'Tnr ~ ) 

~T r ~ ~ il ~ ~ ~ tflfR ~ I 
~~~~ ~~~~ 

~ m'i "Hit TT ~ ifi') m ~ 

fll'm: firiil: ~ T~ ~ '3''1" ~ 'I!l ~ 'fill 
~~  ~ ~  ~Wr if>l ~ ~ 

fJRili ~  ~ I  ~ I 9;f1iTcti'f;'-

~ ;;iP' f<{llT ~  ;;-;; ~ m'i iTT(Rffl 
~~T~I  

SHRI J. K. MONDAL: I want to 
knirir tiow many Wrl.t p/!ti.tions are 
pending in the Delhi HiIIh Court &s 
well as in the Supreme Court a.geinst 
the aWard for journalists. 

SHRI HATJ:lI: I think, two: one in 
the High Court and one in ihe Sup-
reme Court. 

11ft' )~ l\'mt: ~ ~~  

.;r1iT tflf') r~  i{ iTffi'lIT ~ ~ ) 

ifri '!iT I ~~ ~ ~ ~ <ft 
>ifiT ~ 1Jl[cr ifTi ~ I ~~ 

qflfliT<: ~  rot r ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~~ mfu'1> .... )q W ~  <ft 

l:';{ ctUt ~ ~ lf1'lf<t '!iT ~ ~ 
~  ~ ~ ~ ~ tfeff if 'iro 
~ f1> WI" 0 ;fi 0 if') 0 l1rh i{ ~ ~ f.I; 

~~ dl<: ~ * lfT1IOif it 
~ ~ ~) ~  ~  

~  f'li ~ mT.-~ If\,!: ~ IT 

~ f<{llT;;rJ'lIlJT, ~ f.Ii1fT ;;rr;;r 
~ rttr ~T lfllI<'IT c::« ~ !J·t ~ 

~~~ ~  o ~  'liT 
~ ~ ~r  a ~ T  ~ ar 

~ 'fi;f ~ ~ ~ if" <'I1ffit ~  

~ ~ ~r ~ ... ~ ~ ;;rnfif iIfR 
~ ;;rriffl, ~~ ;;rr ,"hi{ ~ ~ '!iT 
I ~~~ ~~  ~ 

.. ,r'tit 1til";;rt ~~I 

~I~  fti{ ~~~  

<::t I ~ iTFr ~ ~~ i{ ~ 
~ trt it lfllI<'IT maT a m tIT..-"i§: 
~r ~  'iflli'tT'!iT <'fGil> ~ ~ 

~  fi ~ ~ ~ ~ fit; ~ ~ 

~ ) ~  f.:rteT;n I ~ , 1f>rU i!ffl" 
T ~T I ~ r T  ~~ ~

~ ;tT IT~) ~  ~ 

~ f.rl!; a, I ~  ;fti, ~ ~ f.rl!; ~ ~  

~~~ T ~~~  

~~  ~ ~r ~a  

~ it it ~  ~~ ) iT'fTlft ~ 

"lfTfil; ~ iTT<.i'rf;m ~ ~ 

~~~ T ~ moll 

'lit '"'" ~  :it 'fl1t if ~ 
;;rfct ~ ,\;::1'Ift f;;fV;m ~  ~T f'f> ~~ 
mTli ~ oier.r i[T ~  ~ ~ iTr't if 
'IlfT ~ IT ~ ? 

'lit ~ ~  ~ T ifJi ~ 
~~ W ~~ ~~  ~ ~ 

+!"TilT ~ ~ lRirT ~~ ~ ~ 'ii't<: ~ 
'ifT ~  ~ ~ ~ 'l{<'fq ~~ it 
qwr >;f<'rtT ~ T ifri iT;;nf 3Tf, ~ ~ I 
'3''1" if; iTr't it 1ft ~  I ~ 'Iff ~  

~r ~T ~ I ~ f«i ~ fu;<;ft it 
~  ~ gm" 'ir for«it ~ fcro 
~ fifi l:'!f Sl"ifir<: t 'l{<'fq ~ Q II'\i 
~ ~ ~ .. ;;a-~ I l('fi' tT r~  
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~~ iffi ~) rr ~ ~ fifVflf ~ I  

if; mr o O~ ~ ~ ffif.f; ~~ ~ 
~~~~ ~ r~ ~ ~ 

~  ~~~~~ T 

~~ .. ~~  ~~~ qrtR 

~ f4; ~  ~ ~~~ 

~ f4; ~ it; ~ iii <'t'm ;rif ~~ ;hi t 
~ ~ ~ 1fT 'J:if.t l!>'t ~ 

lIm'f. ~ ~ f4; ~  ~ ~ T  'li) 
~  m ~ fifVflf ~ ij'il:(H ~~~ f:r.r 
;:H ffi ~ lflt>T<: if; 'fitf l!>'t ~ t 
~ r  ~~ro ~ m;;nm? 

"'I ~  : ~T ~ gm' I'fT 

~  mflrofl'fT, ~  <l'''f ~ 

~ ~~  ~~ ~~  

T{'f> ~ ~ 1fT t fi1; ~ ro ~ 

ii;f.f ~ ~ f<f; ~ iI"I'm 
~ Qr ~  ~ ~~  ;;ft 

~ ~T ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ffi 
~~~~  ~ T ~~  

T{'f> 'liIR:T f'll!ffi" 'lIT ~  ~  ~ 

~ 1fT T{'f> 'liilit ',",!TIfT ~  ~Wr~  

'liltcT 'lIT fmi m;;rnrnr ~~ if; ~ 

~~ ~ li'mT' 

~ r~T~ ~~ 

~~  ~~~~ I ~  

r rW~ ~~ ~ T 

~ m ~~ rW~  

~~~~~~I~ 

~ cfI;r ~ ~ t m# 1fi1f fir<;mr 
~ !!ffi ~ ~ ~ ~ mit ~ 
. f1:r\;rnr ~ I 

SHRI P. RAMAMURTI: In view of 
"the fact that the wage board ie a statu-
tory one and when the matter hll8 bee. 
taken to the court II!Id no ltay order 
has ·been tabD, it u still binding, and 
will the Governmeft't immediate17, in 
view Of the fact that the employers 
are not impl«nentmg it, make a crimi-
nal offence so that the employers may 

be compelled to pay? After all, it i. 
• lIimple matter. 

SHRI HATHI: It ill • &'lmpl, matter. 
Proseeuti1>n ill provided fOr and the 
nallices .  .  • 

SHRI P. R.AMA.MURTt: 'Dle7 are 
only far recovery; it ill not a crimmal 
oftence. 

SHRI HATHI: It is also provided 
in the Act that they ICaI1 be instituted 
and the notices are also there .  .  . 

SHRJ: P. RA:MAJlURTI: The .Act 
provides that they should be fined. 
Nobody bothers about the fine. Will 
you make it a criminal oftence where-
by the e'lllployers are compulsorily 
sent to jail? 

SHRI HATH!: That is a matter for 
the amendment of the Act. 

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: The IIOD-im-
plementation Of the award hlas created 
a sort of .uspicion in the minds of the 
workers. Moay I know whether it ill • 
fact that the owners at the newllPlillM!ls 
have put a pressure and terrorUled the 
Government not to implement the 
award and, it so, will the Govern-
ment convene a meeting of all the in-
terested part1es to see that the award 
is implementi!d at once'1 

SImI HATHI: 1 wonder how the 
hon. Member has.got the impreIl!i.on 
that the Government is terrorised by 
the newspaper employers. 

SHRI It. LAKKAPPA: The news-
paper owners. 

SHRI HATH!: I would request my 
:triend to meet the representatives of 
the workers aDd 1Ind out whether the 
Government is terrorised or the Gov-
ernment is trying to help them. 

~ Wo ~o ~ : ~ 
~  ~ ~T~~ lIt\"iIT;r.tT 
~ T fiI; ~ fit; nt qlfu\;r ~ it 
~ W ~~II  ~ 
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~~ ~ ~  ~ ~ 

~~~ ~~ 

rorr~ ~ ~~~ ~ .... 

~) ........ ~ ~ ~ 

W T~  ~ ~~~ T 

~ ~ ;;ft ~ ~  

~ ~ r~~ )~ T 

~~ ~~ T~~ ~ 

~~~  ~  ~ 

~ ~ l'f"i.A"iR: 'l'f ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ m '31f W"ffi it ~ 11;'!i 
~ ~ ~ r~~ 

m'1 ifllT ~ ~ ~  ~ I  

<:l1'!,<::lf4'1'> ~  ~ I 

o..t"r ~ I  ~ <I'll> ~ ~~ 

T~~ ~~~~ ~ 

f.f; <mf ~~~ rr r ~ 

T~~~~ <mf ~~ f.f;;;;r) 
~ qi;:r ~~~ ~~  

ffi".I' ~r T~~  m 17 
~ ~ If@' ~~~ 
l1;iJF'tllHi m<: m lfi1 rr r ~ 

~ ;q-R<® ~  ~ I  

~I 

SHRI K M. KOUSHIK: In view of 
the fact that the wage board recom-
mendations are not statutorily enforce-
able and there is no way for the Gov-
ernment to enfor.ce them I want to 
know from the hon. Minister as to why 
they should indulge in constituting 
such committees if they are not able 
to enforce their recommendations. 

SHRI HATH!: It is not that the re-
conunendations are not implemented. 
Up-till now, nearly 35 la1d!.s of wor-
kers have been benefited by .sooh an 
agreement. It is of late only that this 
sort of differenee has arisen in imple-
mentation and non-implementation 
and that. is why we are consider'ing 
whether the present sYstem should 
continue or some change should be 
made. 

~  110 ;no ~)  111ft ~ 
~ if ~ f.f; ~ ~~ ~ 
~  ;;;rr ~ T  if; ltm ~ ~ otm 
~ ~  IT~  I1;m ~ ~ 

'3'if'fiT ~  ~ )~  lIT ~ it 
~  'flIT ~ ~  Gfil.R ~ ? 

o..t) ~T~ : I ~ r  ~ T 

~ r~~ f.f; ~ ~ 

~ <ffiT i f.f; <i q-u;rr <fcr;; 'IT<'!""(Q'ilT 
~~ IT~~~ ~ T~~ 
~I 

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: The news-
paper owners are the owners of various 
industries in the country-jute, textile, 
suiar, coal, mine, etc. (Inte1TUptionsl 
I am not talking of the smaller ones; 
I am talking of the bigger ones. They 
are not implementing the recommen-
dations Of the various Wage Boards. 
We were assured in this House by the 
ex-Labour Minister, Mr. Nanda, who 
also believed in persuasion and change 
of heart. that if they failed and the 
hearts did not change, he would bring 
some sort of a legislation by which 
this becomes a statutory and a com-
pulsory thing. I would Like -to know 
from the ht>n. Minister whether after 
the 17th Meeting or in the 17th Meet-
ing. he is definitely going to give an 
ultimatum giving a particular date. 
i.e., if it is not implemented after that 
date, they will be prosecuted in a court 

of law. 

SHRI HATHI: As I said, the work-
ing journalists recommendation is a 
statutory one and it has to be imple-
mented; whether 'they agree or not. 
it will be done. I have instructed all 
the State Governments that it is a sta-
tutory one and it should be done. 
There is no question of giVing any 
ultimatum at all. It is a law and it 
can be done. 

So far as the non-journalists are 
concerned, it is not statUtory. Whe-
ther At should be made statutory or 
not is 'lI. matter wmch, as I have said 
is already beinJl discussed. 




