
1837 Oral AlI.!wl'rs MARCH 6. 1968 Oral A 1I.lIvers 1838 

to an agreement about further meeting 
together, it is not dittoing anybody. 

o;r; ~~  ~  ~~  
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SHRIMA TI TARKESHW ARI 
SINHA :: As this morning's papers have 
reported, President Tito has sounded the 
Govel1nmen:l about convening of' this 
conference with some urgency. We 
know thnt President Tito has been fol-
lowing some kind of formula with West 
Asian countries and so far he did not 
"uccecd because it was not acceptable 
by the Arab States. In view of the 
latest news. it appears that President 
Tito has sounded the Indian Govern-
ment about convening a C'Onference. 
May I know whether President Tito has 
had satisfal:tion that the formula that he 
had mooted in the West Asian ~ 
is likely to be accepted by the Arabs and 
wheth'.!r President Tito has made any 
indication about the non-alignment con-
ference tak.ing up this issue and has he 
~  indicated to the Government as to 
who are the other members who are 
likely to participate in this conference 
and who have given acceptance for 
participating in it? 

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: As 
said earlier, there is no specific pro-
posal for holding a conference on West 
Asia. I am not nware of any formula 
·of President Tito which has not been 
accepted by the Arab countries. He is 
certainly trying to find a way out. In 
Ihat connection, he has travelled to 8 
number of countries and found out the 
views of a number of people. At this 
moment, there is nothing specific. 

SHRI SWELL I want to know 
whether the Government's attenion has 
been drawn to this morning's paper re-
port that President Nasser has said that 
he was wrong in accusing the United 

·~  of America of helping Israelis in 
the Arab-Israeli war last year. I want 
to know whether the Government agrees 
with this view of President Nasser and 
whether they consider that this has 
created a .,ew situation in West Asia 
that would make this non-aligned con-
f erencc meaningful. 

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI: 
do not see how this matter comes into 
it. I do nol think it affects the situation. 

~  LIRERATION MOVEMENT IN 
AFRICA 

"454. DR. RANEN SEN : Will the 
Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be 
pleased to stal'.! : 

(a) whether the question of giving 
effective material aid to ·~ national 
liheration movement in Angola and 
other parts of Africa. has heen consi-
Jcred hy Government; and 

(h) if so. the steps heing taken in 
this direction? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN 
THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI SURENDRA PAL 
SINGH) : (a) and (h). The Govern-
ment of India have rendered. and shall 
continue to render, material assistance 
to various libcrnticm movements in 
Africa. Such assistance includes .the 
award of scholarships to enable students 
to pursue higher studies in India, the 
supply of medicines, books. cloth, etc. 
Government of India have also made 
contrihutions to the U.N. Trust Fund 
for assisting r:!fugees from South Africa 
and to the Defence Aid Fund for vic-
tims of apartheid. 

DR. RANEN SEN : The people of 
certain countries of Africa. namely, 
Angola. South Africa. ~  
Africa. etc. ·re fighting for national 11\-
dependence with which the Governme.nt 
of India is fully sympathetic. 
Besides this help which the hon. Minis-
ter has mentioned, has the Government 
of I ndia thought it necessary to render 
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other sort of material ¢~  namely, 
supply of funds to the fighters for na-
tional freedom in Anlola and other 
places so that, barring only the people 
who are against the national liberation 
movement, the rest of the people will 
acclaim the stand of the Government 
of India in this respect? 

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH : 
The Government of India fully sym-
pathise with the aspirations of these 
various liberation organisations that are 
working in Africa .... 

SHRI NATH PAl: Why should he 
say 'Government'? We also sympathise. 

SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH: I 
would say that the people of India fully 
sympathise with their aspirations, and 
WI) are giving them every possible asIIis-
lance, as I have already indicated in' the 
main answer. As regards the other 
kinds of help that the hon. Member has 
referred to. it is not the policy of the 
Government of India to supply them 
with military hardware or \Wapons etc .. 
but we arc doing everything possible to 
take up their cause on their behalf in 
the UNO and other international forums, 
and we are doing that from time to time. 

DR. RAN EN SEN : Recently, the 
Rhodesian Government have started ex-
ecuting the African freedom-fighters who 
want to liberate Rhodesia from the 
clutches of the fascist Government of 
Ian Smith ... (Laughter). Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, it is not a matter for -laughter. ~ 
may be a laughing matter to those gen-
tl,:men who do not have any tradition 
of fighting against imperialism. India 
has a tradition, and, therefore, I am 
putting this question in all seriousness. 
RDCently, there has been a big uproar 
throughout the world including the 
United Kingdom since the Rhodesian 
Government is trying to kill or murder 
-I am deliberately usin!! these words 
'kill' or 'murder'-the Rhodesian Afri-
cans and the Africans who were fighting 
for the freedom of Rhodesia. But there 
is no voice of protest from the Govern-
ment of India up to date. May I know 
why the Government of India who have 
for so long been condemning the actioos 
of the Rhodesian fascist race in a full-

throated manner are now keeping silent 
over this important issue? 

THE PRIME MINISTER, MINIS-
TER OF ATOMIC ENERGY, MINIS-
TER OF PLANNING AND MINIs-
TER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRIMATI I'NDIRA GANDIU) : 

The policy of the Government of India 
in regard to colonialism has been to 
seeure for all people their ri&bts to com-
plete independenCe and to have govern-
ments of their own choice. We do 
condemn all these acts of repression and! 
oppression which take place. 
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SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU : Have' 
some Africans come to settle in Tibet?· 

SHRI HUMA YUN KABIR : Since 
in the long run We are all dead, wilt 
the hon. Minister be pleased to explain 
how the grant of scbolarships and simi-
lar assistance mentioned by him is going 
to be effective materially in helping the 
national libellBticn (movements in tho' 

short run? 

SHRIMATI INDIRA GANDHI : It 
gives them moral support. They appre-
ciate that help. It also helps to pre-
pare these people to take pII1 in t .. 
freedom IINp. 



1841 Oral A IISlVers MARCH 6, 1968 Oral Answers 1842 

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU Up-
service. 
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SHRI S. KUNDU : During the free-
dom struggle of these African people, 
the people of this country gave their 
moral support to them whereas the 

Government of India gave only Iip-
sympathy. After some countries de-
tained freedom in Africa, the liberation 
movement in Africa has assumed cer-
tain special characteristics. Government 
have failed to catch up with the aspira-
tions o'.f African inooionalism when:as 
China, an enemy country, has made its 
impact in Africa. For instance. by 
1962, within a period of two years, 
China had sent out about 87 cultural 
delegations and established intimate 
contact with many of the African coun-
tries while the Government of India 
did think to make its impact felt in these 
countries. In view of this situation, 
will the Government consider constitut-
ing a high power parliamentary com-
mittee which will study the present libe-
ration movements in Africa and the 
needs of the liberated countries and 
suggest methods as to how best the peo-
ple of India and the Government 01 
India-will be in a position to help 
the emergent peoples of Africa? 

SHRIMA TI INDIRA GANDHI : 
The hon. Member's views arc not entire-
ly correct. Firstly, it is not true to 
say that the Government of India arc 
paying only lip-jServiqe;. '. The peopies 
of these African countries are fully 
aware and appreciative of the steps 
which the Government of fndia have 
taken in international bodies and out-
side. 

Secondly, I think all those who are 
in touch with African affairs know that 
although China had made some initial 
gains there, they have lost in that posi-
tion now. I do not care how many 
cultural delegations they seot. They do 
not now having a good standing there. 

SHRI S. KUNDU: What about the 
formation of a parliamentary commit-
tee? 

1Ii.- tim ,,"Illf .w.r.Ii:: ~ ~ iffi 
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~~~  ~~~~  
~  ~ 'fiTi:li1f ~ ~ ~  ! 
SHRIMA TI INDIRA GANDHI 

We share their anguish; the whole 
nation shares the sufferings of these 
true freedom fighters. We are thinking 
of what We can do to get them released. 

''If B"lti'f lR" ~  ~ ~  
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SHRI HEM BARUA: By his omi-
nous silence, the Prime Minister of 
Great Britain, Mr. Harold Wilson, has 
given mUle support to the white regime 
in Rhodesia. What steps are the Gov-
ernment going to take to liberate Rho-
desia from this white repe and what 

new suggestions are made to him in this 
matter in the interest of justice and 
fairplay? 

SHRIMA TI INDIRA GANDHI : I 
fully agree with the hon. Member's 
assessment of the situation. We arc see-
ing what can be done; We are in touch 
with the other people but at this mo-
ment the picture is not very clear. 

WRITIEN ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS 

REI. ESE OF GOAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

':'451. SHRI BENI SHANKER 
SHARMA : Will the Minister of EX-
TERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) the number and names of the 
Goan freedom fighters confined in the 
Portuguese Jails at Lisbon or other 
places of Portugal with the period of 
their sentence; 

(h) the condition of their mental and 
physical health at present and whether 
they arc allowed to correspond with 
their friends and relatives in India; and 

(c) the result of the steps already 
taken hy Government in this regard and 
what further steps, if any, are being 
taken for their immediate release? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN TIlE 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI SURENDRA PAL SINGH) : 
( a) Two Goan freedom fighters, Shri 
Mohan Laxman Ranade and Dr. Telo 
Mascarenhas are undergoing imprison-
ment in Portuguese jails. The periods 
of their sentences arc 26 years and 24 
years, respectively. 

(b) According to our information 
both Shri Ranade and Dr. Mascarenhas 
are bearing their incarceration in Portu-
guese prisons with fortitude. Unfortu-
nately, Dr. Mascarenhas, who is 68 
years of age, is not keeping good health. 
They are allowed to correspond 'll/itb 
their friends and relatives in India. 

(c) From time to time the Govern-
ment have kept the House iafonned 
of the various steps being taken (or .. the 
release of these freedomftabten. Gov-
ernment are utilising every friendly 




