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to go into policy matters. I shall abide 
by your directive. I was not meaning 
any disrespect to any hon. member. 

MR. SPEAKER: He may answer the 
other part of the question. 

SHRI S. K. TAPURlAH: The rule 
does not say he should cast aspersions. 

SHRI DINESH SINGH: So far as 
the question is concerned. my colleague 
has gone into certain details and ex-
plained that we do not have power to 
take over the plantations. that we are not 
proposing to bring any legislation to 
take over the plantations. Where does 
this question arise? That was my 
whole point. Suratgarh Farm is a farm 
and is being dealt with by another minis-
try. The hon. member knows very 
well that it is being dealt with by an-
other ministry. What was the point in 
relating it to this question? We have 
explained that wo do not have the legis-
lation at the moment to takc over plan-
tations; we arc not proposing to bring 
any legislation. 
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SHRI D1NESH SINGH: My col-
league informed the House just now 
that the yield of tea has gone up this 
ycar. 
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SHRI JYOTIRMOY BASU: Some-
time ago, Government spent lakhs of 
rupees and set up a plantation enquiry 
commission and that commission had 

submitted a valuable report. Especially 
onc gentleman. late Mr. Sivaswamy 
made specific recommendations about 
sick and unprofitable plantations. May 
I ask the Government whether they 
have gone through those recommenda-
tions and what steps are taken to imple--
ment those rl"Commcndations? 

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI 
The recommendations arc before the 
Government and it is looking into them. 
My hon. friend knows about these things, 
if nat a tea planter. he has been himself 
a ve,ry good tca taster in London. We 
have done a lot to improve tea estates 
not only in the Eastern region but in 
Saulh India also. 

SHRI HEM BARUA: Is it not a 
facl lhllt in some areas in KuIu and 
Kangra Valley tea produced is of 
inferior quality and is it not also a fact 
that thousands of maunds of tea are 
lying there because of some relaxation 
in t ~ rules of the Plantation Act? Are 
the Government going to save tea plan-
ati n~ in those area from being closed? 

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI :  ( 
require notice. 

SHRI HEM BARUAI: Is it not a 
facl that a committe.! under the chair-
man,hip of Mr. p. C. Borooah was 
appointed sometime back to enquire 
inlo the problems of tea plantations and 
to suggest means to encourage the ex-
port of tea to foreign countries and if 
so. what are the problems of the tea 
industry which thc committee had pin-
pointed in its report? 

SHRI MOHD. SHAFJ QURESHI : 
Tea plantation industry has got many 
problems : the question of having new 
plantations in place of old plantations. 
supply of fertilisers. insecticides and 
fungicides; sprinkler irrigation. develop-
ment of new export markets in the face 
of competition from other countries, etc. 
The report has not come yet. It will 
be considered when it comes. 

INDIAN TRADE DELEGATIONS SENT 

ABROAD 

*422. SHRI PREM CHAND 
VERMA: Will the Minister of COM-
MERCE be pleased to state: 
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(lL) the Dumber of trade . missiODS 
sents abroad during the year 1967-68; 

(b) the Dumber of trade missions 
which came from abroad to India during 
the above period; 

(c) the Dumber of trade agreements 
renewed and the number of fresh agree-
ments concillded; 

(d) the increase in trade resulting 
from the visits of these missions; and 

(e) the expenditure in foreign ex-
change incured on the trade missions 
going abroad during the above period ? 

TIlE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI 
MOHO. SHAFI QURESHI): (a) Hi 
trade issi n ~ were sent abroad from 
India during the year 1967-68. 

(b) 18 trade missions came to India 
during the above period. 

( c) 10 Trade Agreements/ Arrange-
ments were renewed or extended and 3 
fresh Agreements/ Arrangements were 
concluded. 

(d) There are a number of factors 
contributing to the increase or d c a ~c 

i 11 trade. It is difficult to isolate the 
effect of visits of the delegations and 
conclusion of Trade Agreements. 

(e) The expenditure in foreign ex-
change incurred on these Trade Missions 
going abroad during the year 1967-6H 
is about Rs. 78,000. 
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SHRI MOHO. SHAFI QURESHI: 
J have the figures. I will take country-
wise. 

MR. SPEAKER: No, no. You can 
place it on the Table of the House. You 
said the whole Question Hour will be 
taken up by you if you were to give the 
details. 

SHRI MOHO. SHAFI QURESHI: 
J will have to give the details of each 
country. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Order, order. They 
saw me also. I need not answer the 
question. 

SHRI N. K. SOMANI: The selection 
of members for the various trade dele-
gations is made on all considerations 
except merit with the result that what-
ever reports they submit on their arrival 
back are of a mediocre quality and, what 
is worse, even on those reports there is 
absolutely no feed back and follow-up 
on behalf of the Government of India. 
In view of this, may I know whether 
the Government has set up any Organi-
sation to review the progress on various 
matters after the arrival of these trade 
teams? 

SHRI DINESH SINGH: The hon. 
Member knows th'at some of these tradc 
delegations are sent on a governmental 
basis. They go to examine our trade 
relations with those countries. They 
submit  their reports and they are gone 
into in great detail. I am happy to 
say that I cannot garee with the hon. 
Member that these reports are valueless. 
So far as trade missions in which trade 
also participate are concerned, we con-
sult the Export Promotion Council. It 
is not as if we arbitrarily select some 
people. It is done by the Trade Pro-
motion Councils and, as the hon, Mem-
ber knows very well, when they recom-
mend something in their report, it is 
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coasideml and implemented wherever 
possible. 

SHRI P. OOPALAN : We are having 
trade representatives and Attaches in 
our embassies in foreign countries to 
promote our trade wilh lhose countries 
which entails a huge expenditure. Yet, 
our government is occasionally sending 
trade missions to foreign countries. ~ 

it mean that our trade representatives 
and other trade officials attached to our 
Embassies have failed in their duties? 
If so, is it not time to wind up such 
establishments ? 

SHRI DINESH SINGH: They are 
t\m entirely different functions. The 
trade repre5entatives in our diplomatic 
missions have different functions to per-
form from the trade missions that go 
from here. Our trade reprcsentati\'es 
are officials looking after our continuing 
interests, sending information, interven-
ing on our behalf and on behalf of our-
trade, whenever necessary. The trade 
missions go either to discuss trade agree-
ments or to promote trade in certain as-
peCti. This cannot be done by the reSi-
dent people there. 

SHRI K. NARAYANA RAO: May 
I know whether the exchange of trade 
missions haVe resulted at least in finding 
certain markets. some openings, for the 
new products for export purposes? 

SHRl DINESH SINGH: Yes, Sir. 

SHRI BAL RAJ MADHOK : In view 
of the fact that the increase in trade, 
which the hon. Minister referred to just 
now, has taken place mainly in the case 
of the East European countries and 
Russia, and that too because they have 
accepted rupee payment, because of 
which they are purchasing a large num-
her of our goods at cheap rates and then 
those goods are re-routed to other coun-
tries whereby our trade is being adver-
sely affected with those countries, in 
view of lhis fact, may I know if this 
kind of thing will be stopped and that 
political considerations will be kept in 
the background and the commercial and 
economic interest of the country will be 
kept uppermost in entering 'into 'trade re-
latioos wilh other countries? Secondly, 
is it a fact that most of the Trade At-

taches in our Embassies are people who 
have nothing to do wilh trade and, there-
fore, they cannot serve the purpose for 
which lhey are appointed? So, may I 
know whether any step has been taken 
to see that people who a~ real under-
standing of commerCe and trade are ap-
pointed as trade representatives? 

t it n ~~  ~  ~~ 
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~ ~ ~  : a ~  Ii ~ I 
MR. SPEAKER : He put the question 

in English . 
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SHRI D. C. SHARMA: Sir, I am 
very happy to hear that we are having 
very good trade with the East European 
countries which are Communist coun-
tries. May I ask the hon. Deputy Minis-
ter whether any attempt has been made 
to export goods other than primary 
!!oods, s i c~s d goods and tradi-
tional goods to the West European de-
mocracies like England, France and 
(lt her countries ? 

SHRI MOHD. SHAFI QURESHI : 
We have made efforts to shift from the 
traditional to non-traditional ~  

:!nd I can inform this House that against 
global tenders we have been successful 
in achieving certain very good s t~  

We have succeeded in getting orders for 

non-traditional goods from West Euro-
pean countries also. 
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WORKING OF STEEL PLANTS AT ROUR-

KELA, BHrLAI AND DuRGAPUR 

-424. SHRI SITARAM KESRI: 
Will the Minister of STEEL, MINES 
AND METALS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Steel 
Plant at Bhilai had incurred a huge loss 
during the year 1966-67 and if so, the 
amount thereof; 

(b) whether the Steel Plants at Rour-
Kela and Durgapur also incurred loss 
during the above period; 

( c) whether working of these Plants 
will not affect the repayment of toans; 
and 

(d) whether the causes for the loss 
have been examined and if so, the steps 
taken in the matter ? 




