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would be in a position to enlighten US 
about the steps taken by his Deputy 
Prime Minister to check prices in this 
country because in spite of his usur-
:mce, prices are rising beyODd the pur-
chasing capacity of the poor man, the 
common man? 

SHRI JAGJIWAN RAM: By and 
large the prices of foodgrains have their 
reactioll on the prices of manufactured 
commodities. With good prospects of 
crop, a lower trend is noticeable in 
foodgrain prices, when the main harvest 
has still to come in and arrive in the 
market. There is no doubt that there 
will be an appreciable fall in the prices 
of foodgralns, and it will have its effect 
on the prices of other commodities. 

SHRI NAMBIAR.: Is it wiahful 
thiDking 7 

SHRI JAGJIW AN RAM: It is real 
thinking. 

SHRI HBM BARUA: He has not 
replied to my question. He is indulg-
ing in pious hopes that because of the 
good harvest prices may fall. I was 
interested in knowing the steps that 
Government have taken in the light of 
tbe assurance given by the Deputy 
Prime Minister, Mr. Morarji Desai. 

SHRI JAGJIWAN RAM: One im-
pOJtant step that has beeIIo taken is the 
amendment of the Essential Commodi-
ties Act wh.ich is coming before the 
House. 

MR. SPBAKER.: We are having a 
food debate, be is giving us some time. 
We have spent ·20 m:nutes, and still so 
many people are there. H you want to 
continue thill, I do not mind. 

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA: On the 
question of foodgrain prices, in view of 
the conflicting interests of the urban 
population and the rural population, the 
pol;cy of cheap foodgrains has been to 
greatest disincentive to the production 
of more foodgrains in our country. I 
would like also to point out to the hon. 
Minister that if an increase in food pro-
duction leads to a proportionate fall 
in prices, then the primary producer 

stands where he is. The only contri-
bution to the rising prices is that which 
is added by the middlemen which may 
be avoided, because that is not •••• 

MR. SPEAKER: We are not dis-
cussing anything; please put your ques-
tion. 

SHRI AMRIT NAHATA: I want 
an assurance that the policy of cheap 
foodgrains is not continued. (lflterrup. 
tlcm) 

MR. SPEAKER: We are not dis-
cussing all those quesiiOns noW. Next 
question. 

tit ~ In : i lfTltorr ~ ~ fit; 
sn;r ~ 0 325 iliT 1ft" ~ (t w fOI'Iff 
;mr I 
MR. SPBAKER: Yes. 

F.A.O. CoNFEll.l!NCB 

+ 
*302. SHRI SHIV A CHANDRA 

JHA: 
SHRI MAYAVAN: 

Will the Minister of FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that he aUen-
<led tbe Coaference of F.A O. in Rome; 
and 

(b) if so, tbe subjects discussed at 
the Confermce? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF FOOD, AGlU-
CULTURB, COMMUNITY DBVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPBRAnON 
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDB): <a> 
Yes. Sir. 

(b) Besides other formal items, the 
followlng important subjects were dis-
cussed at the Conference:-

(i) F.A.O.'s Foor Production Re-
sources Programme; 

(ii) Indicative World Plan for 
Agricultural Developmmt; 

(iii) Review of the F.A.O's Gene-
ral Structure; 
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(iv) F.A.O's Draft Programme of 
Work and Budget for the bi-
ennium 1968-69; 

(v) Use of Arabic and German 
for interpretation in the 
F.A.O's General and Regio-
nal Conferences; 

(vi) Appointment of new Director 
Geoeral; and election to the 
Committees of the Organiaa-
tion; 

(vii) Admission of DeW Members. 
FOOD AID BOld U.S.A. 

+ 
·325. SHRl SHIVA CHANDRA 

JHA: 
SHRI MAYAVAN : 

Win the Minister of FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state: 

<a) whether it is a fact that during 
his recent visit to Rome, lie had dis-
cUlSions with the officials of U.S. Gov-
ernmmt in regard to the request for 6 
million tonnes of foodgraiDs during the 
JreXt year; 

(b) whether any IIlISW"aDce has been 
sought from the U.s. Government; and 

(c) if so, the result thereof? 
1lIE MINISI"ER OF Sf ATE IN 

THE MINISI"RY OF FOOD, AGRI-
CULTURE, COMMUNITY DEVE-
LOPMENT AND COOPERATION 
(SHRI ANNASAHIB SHINDB): 
(a) The U.S. Secretary for Agriculture 
met the M:nister for Food and Agri-
culture and had a disc:us&ion with him 
regazding schemes for agricultural deve-
lopment as well as our foodgrain re-
quirements for 1968. 

(b) No, Sir. 
(c) Does not arise. 

~1~m:4'q1~~~ 
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~arzrOO~iIl11"¥t it;~~"':t~ 
<tV. (f) Wt~~ ~ ~ itlliTt 
itmmtwt~m~~~~~ 
~.n-? 
1lIE MINISTER OF FOOD AND 

AGRICULTURE <SHRI JAGJIWAN 
RAM): We had a seneral discussion 

with the. Secretary of State of the USA 
about the prospect of agricu1tura1 pro-
duction, the agriculture IIt:rateD' and 
also roughly the mJ.uirements of food-
grains to be imported from outside. 
No new condition was suggested. 
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SHRI S. KUNDU : We are all aware 
that the Director-General of FAO was 
Mr. B. R. Sen, who did valuable work 
for this organ:sation. At thi6 time we 
read in the newspapers that he is DDt 
going to be there any longer. The 
matter was like this: the Memben' 
Committee felt that the Government of 
India has not properly utilised the vetry 
project aid that has come from tile 
FAO,and secondly, due to the Gover&-
ment's wrong foreign policy, they also 
did not like to sponsor one of our re-
puted men in this inremational orga-
nisation. So, I would like to know from 
the hon. Minister, as he was there 
at Rome, whether he took up the ap-
pointment of Mr. Sen in all seriousnelS 
there and whether he canva.ed his 
candidature and if he had canv8Sllld 
for him, whether he is prepared to say 
that in not being able to sJIOIIIOr him 
to the Director-Generaiship, P.A.O., ho 
has also pulled down the pratise of 
India in the Comity of nation&. 

SHRI JAGJIWAN RAM: It is not 
dtairable that we m.cuss penonaIities 
here. The fact is, We spoIIICIRId Dr. 
SeD's name, but the question of eligibi-
lity was raised. On. the quIIItion of 
eJisibility on technical grouud and not 
on !limit in the committee 1IMIeIiDg, it 




