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LOK SABHA

Thursday, December 7, 1967/
Agrahayana 16, 1889 (Saka).

The Lok Sabha met at
Eleven of the Clock.
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair]
n
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
DEFEAT OF INDIAN NOMINEE AT WORLD
HEALTH ORGANISATION

,, +
RI GEORGE FERNANDES :
SHRI JAGESHWAR YADAYV :
Will the Minister of HEALTH, FAMI-
LY PLANNING AND URBAN DEVE-
LOPMENT be pleased to state :

(a) whether it is a fact that the Indian
nominee for the post of Regional Director
of the World Health Organisation for
South East Asia was defeated by the Cey-
lonese nominee at the recently held Regio-
nal Conference in Ulan Bator;

(b) whether Government are aware of
the allegations made by the Ceylonese
Government of the breach of faith by the
Indian Government in regard to the elec-
tion of the Ceylonese to the post; and

(c) if so, the substance of the allega-
tions?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF HEALTH, FAMILY
PLANNING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT (DR. S. CHANDRASEKHAR) :
(a) Yes Sir.

(b) No, Sir. The Government of Ceylon
have not made any allegations of breach
of faith against us in this matter.

.(c) Does not arise.
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DR. S. CHANDRASEKHAR : I would
like to tell the hon. Member that it is not
true to say that at any time India had
assured that India would not put up a
candidate, because the point is that the
post is filled not by rotation but on merit
as per the resolution of the Nineteenth
Regional Committee of the World Health
Organisation in 1966. On election every
country was to mominate a candidate. As
such the Indian candidate was put up to
stand on merit. But the Committee’s ap-
proach was rotation which is not always
good for the region. The Indian candidate
happens to be the Chairman of the Exe-
cutive Board of the World Health Orga-
nisation and President of World Federation
of Public Health Organisations besides
having other qualities for the post such
as distinguished record of service to the
Government of India as well as World
Health Organisation. On that basis his
name was nominated. I do not think there
was any assurance written as per require-
ment of World Health Organisation that
India would not put up a candidate since
the present incumbent, Shri Mani, happened
to be an Indian national.
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MR. SPEAKER: Is that his

question?
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DR. S. CHANDRASEKHAR : My pre-
decessor might have given an oral assurance
in a casual conversation. I am not aware
of it.
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DR. S. CHANDRASEKHAR: All 1
can say is that my predecessor might have
given an oral assurance in the course of
a casual conversation of which I have no
record.
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DR. S. CHANDRASEKHAR : 1 would
like to inform the hon. Member that when
I went as the Leader of the Indian Delega-
tion to the World Health Organisation

Conference in this summer, not only the
Ceylon Ambassador but also the Head
of Ceylon, Nepal, Afganistan, Burmese
and Indomesian delegations met me and
suggested that they respectively would like
to put forward their own candidates. By
that time I had been assured by the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry, emanating from
the Geneva office of our government that
the name of our Director-General Health
Services was already forwarded as a nomi-
nee of the Government of India.  This
happened before I took charge. As such,
as a Minister I was bound to support the
candidate put forward by the Government
of India. .
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MR. SPEAKER: He says that before
he took over as Minister the other name
was put up.
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of their candidates. I was bound to tell  FVSHTHI # soAT FER faFm wEwAl

them that I am bound by the directive of
the Government of India since 1 am a
government representative.

MR. SPEAKER : The question of the
hon. Member is whether the Ceylon rcpre-
sentative referred to the assurance given
by the previous Minister,

# M wg 7 o faRw ¥ wErww
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DR. S. CHANDRASEKHAR : I am not
aware of any such private conversation. I =\ ard: R W d 5
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