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Mr. Spoaker: What to do; I em not
able to help it (Interruptions).

Shri Shrl Chand Goeel: Could you
1ell ug where the front endy and from
where the back bencheg start?

Shri 8. Kundu: Sir, I rise to a point
of order, Those who sit in the back
would definitely not like to be called
‘back-benchers. It would be better if
you call us “those who sit slighily
behind from the front”.

Mr, Speaker: All right.
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Shr| Annasahlh Shinde: The policy
‘is evolved 8g @ result of the general
wonsensug out of the discussions,

:Heme hon. Members rose—
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Mr. Speaker: Wo shall go-to the
next guestion pow.
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D, Ering): (a) io (c). Statement is
placed on the Table of the House,

STATEMENT
{a) Al]l reports about starvation
deaths whelher g jn DEws-
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arrangements have been made to pro-
vide gratuitous relief in the form of
cash ang free supply of foodgrain and
free kitchens are also being run by

ions to provide
free tood to sw:h people. A large
emergency fecding programme to
cover vu]mrable mt.lom of the popu-
lation and
nursing mothm has been organised
by CARE. 23,500 tonnes of gift wheat
and 12,000 tonnes of gift milk powder
have go far been allotted to the
affected States for grotuitous relief
ang for milk feeding programmes.
4787 tonneg of wheat placed at the
disposal of the Prime Minister's
Drought Relief and 1,617 tonnes of
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tions for running free kitchens.
Government, of India are e:.&ndinl
to the

State Gwmntstorwmnngu
many relief programmes as may be
neeessar;rl\roeeilinghx;beenhidﬂor
Tre]iefy-- Allot-
mntot 1 foodgraing to
the effected States has been jncreased
tp the extent possible jn order to pro-
vide sufficient foodgrains in the falr
price shops in the effecteq areas.
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Shri Piloo Mody: Sir, I want to
make one suggestion. Why not we do
away with the unch hour and convert
the lunch hour also into a Questlon
Hour so that we may have two hours?

‘Mr. Speaker: I have no objection...
(Interruptions),
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not only with starvation desths but
the likelihood of starvation deaths
and 50 should take steps to avoid
that. Iy the Minister aware that the
gituation in Gujarat State in the dis-
tricts of Panch Mahal, Chota Udaipur
and Junsgadh is such to lead to
starvation deaths on a large scals?
1t so, what steps are the Government

" taking to see that adequate quan-
tities of foodgrains are rushed to
these areas in time?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: Yes, in certain
areas of Gujarat there was failure
of rain and drought conditions were
prevailing. We released some food-
prains for free distribution in that
area, Recently, the Chief Minister of
Gujarat met me and requested me
whether I will give him smne more
fooigrains for free distribution in the
ulfceted aren. I am going to release
1,000 ton~ of wheat for free distribu-
tion amoung the adibasis.

-

Shri Sradhakar Supakar: Certain
deaths on account of stisvation were
publi 1 in  stat of some
Ministers. Has the Government vori-
fied whether the Ministers  actually
made the statement or not?

Shri Annasahib Shinde: As already
mentioned by the hon. Minister, we
referred the stitements to  the
Varivus State Governments but  no
State Government has  so far sub-
mitted any information which indi-
cates that there have been deaths
duoe to starvation.

-

12.00 hrs,
SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS
Non-Payment of Money Orders

BEN.Q. Ne. 3. Shri K. N. Tiwary:
Shri Kartik Oraon:
Shrl P. K. Ghosh:

Will the Minister of Communica-
tlons be pleased to state:
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(b) if so, how many have been
paid and how many are still to be
paid?
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