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(a) whether fire broke out on the 6th 
April, 1972 in a vessel ‘Ratnachandra’ of 
the shipping Corporation of India carrying 
coal off Ceylon's coasts;

(b) if so, the number of people thrown 
over board and the number who received 
burn injuries; and

(c) the cause of fire ?

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS AND SHIPPING AND 
TRANSPORT (SHRI RAJ BAHADUR);
(a) Yes, Sir. Smoke was first noticed 
coming out of batch Nos. 2 and 3 at 0800 
hours on 3*4-1972. A minor explosion is 
reported to have occurred m batch No. 2 
at 0836 hours on 4-4-1972.

(b) One seaman was thrown ovet 
board but was soon picked up. Two 
seamen suffered minor burn injuries.

(c)The fire was apparently due to 
spontaneous combustion of coal cargo in 
the vessel.
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Study conducted by tbe University of 
PhUllpinea on Fluids inside 

Unripe Coconuts

5272. SHRI RAJDEO SINGH • Will 
the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY 
PLANNING be pleased to state.

(a) whether according to a study con-
ducted by the University of Phillipines, 
the water like fluid found inside unripe 
coconuts proves to be a good plasma 
expander to temporarily increase blood 
volume in cases of severe haemorrhage;

(b) whether it gave a survival rate of 
90 p. c. when tried on dogs; and

(c) if so, whether Government propose 
to undeitake an experiment in view of 
availability of plenty of coconuts in our 
countrj ’

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FA MI* 
LY PLANNING (SHRI A. K. KISKU):
(a) The Government is aware of the press 
report, appeared in “The Hindustan 
Times” dated the 10th April, 1972 that 
the University of Phillipines have conduct-
ed a study on this subject.

(b) The results of the study are not 
yet known.

(c)The Indian Cbuncil of Medical 
Research, had carried out the scheme 
entitled "Comparative study of I. V. use 
of natural coconut water and glucose saline 
In cases of gastroenteritis”  at the Medical 
College, Trivandrum. Intravenous use of 
coconut water was found to be successful 
la  correcting dehydration in cases of acute




