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try has conveyed its inability to share the
expenses on writing off the loan as there is
no scheme under this Ministry which could
contribute towards this objective.

[English)
Relations with Israel

65. SHRIMATI JAYAWANT! NAVIN
CHANDRA MEHTA: Will the Minister of
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) the steps Governinent havetakento
improve relations with israel during the last 6
months?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS (SHRI VIDYACHARAN SHUKLA):
(a) At present India does not have any
diplomatic relations with Israel. No steps
have been taken to change this position.
Government are of the view that the im-
provement of relations with Israel would be
contingent upon genuine progress towards
a Palestinian settlement.

Cotton Production

66. SHRI KADAMBUR M.R.
JANARDHANAN: Will the Minister of AGRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) the target of cotton production likely
to be achieved during 1990-91; and

(b) the cotton produced during the last
year?

THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE MINISTER
OF TOURISM (SHRI DEVI LAL): (a) The
final estimates of production of cotton for the
year 1990-91 have not yet become due from
the States, However, according tothe present
assessment, the production of cotton is ex-
pected tobe around 106 lakhbales as against
the target of 115 lakh bales.
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(b) The cotton production during 1989-
90 was 114.1 lakh bales.

[ Translation)

Setting up of C-Dot Telephone Ex-
changes

67. SHRI KASHI RAM CHHABILDAS
RANA: Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government had de-
cided to introduce C-Dot technology in order
to meet the demand for telephones in the
country; and

(b) if so, the number of C-DOT Auto
Exchanges setup duringthe lastthree years?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE MIN-
ISTRYOF PETROLEUMAND CHEMICALS
AND DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE MINIS-
TRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI JAl
PARKASH): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) During 1987-88, 1988-89 and 1989-
90, 180 number of C-DOT exchanges were
set up. 169 number of C-DOT exchanges
have been commissioned upto November
1990 during the year 1990-91.

[English]

Cyclone Prone Areas in Andhra
Pradesh

68. SHRIMATI T. MANEMMA: Will the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether cyclone prone areas have
been identified in Andhra Pradesh;

(b) if so, the details thereot; and

(c) the precautionary measures taken
in these areas to save the people from hard-
ships caused by cyclones?
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THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND MIN-
ISTER OF TOURISM (SHRI DEVI LAL): (a)
and (b). As perinformation received from the
State Government of Andhra Pradesh, all
the nine coastal districts are cyclone prone.
Thesedistricts are Nellore, Prakasam Guntur,
Krishna, East Godavari, West Godavari,
Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram, and
Srikakulam. For the purpose of long-term
cyclone preparedness and construction of
cyclone shelters in the coastal areas, these
districts have further been divided into areas
talling 0-5 kms., 5-10kms., 10-20 kms., from
the coastal line.

(c) The precautionary measures in-
clude early warning system, shelter belt af-
torestation, cyclone shelters, cyclone con-
tingency plans and cycione stores.

[ Translation)

Domestic and Foreign Tourists in
Rajasthan and Maharashtra

69. SHRI HARIBHAU SHANKAR

PAUSA 6, 1912 (SAKA)
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MAHALE: Will the-Minister of TOURISM be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of domestic and foreign
tourists who visited Maharashtra and
Rajasthan during the last two years, state-
wise;

(b) the details of the facilities available
for tourists in these States;

(c) the details of the steps taken by the
Union Government to develop more tourist
spots in these States so as to attract more
domestic and foreign tourists; and

(d) the income earned from domestic
and foreign tourists during the last two years
state-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRIMATIUSHA
SINHA): (a) As perthe information available
from the State Governments, the number of
domestic and foreign tourists who visited
Maharashtra and Rajasthan during 1988
and 1989 are as given below:—

(Number in Lakhs)
7988 1989
Domestic Foreign Domestic Foreign
Maharashtra 37.54 5.70 38.64 6.28
Rajasthan 34.93 3.66 38.33 4.15

(b) In general, facilities ike, accommo-
dation, transpont, shopping, entertainment,
etc. are available in both the States.

(¢) The Government has identified in
consultation with the respective State Gov-
ernments, extension circuits forthe develop-

ment of infrastructural facilities for holiday
tourism, wild life tourism, etc.

(d) State-wise estimates of foreign ex-
change earnings and income from domestic
tourists are not available.





