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(3) Strategy for rapid augmentation of
air and ground transportation ca-
pacity.

[English]

Check on Consumption of Petrol and
Diesel by Government Departments
and Public Sector Underiakings

7647. SHRI MADAN LAL KHURANA:
Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state the steps taken to check the consump-
tion and economise the expenditure in the
consumption of petrol and diesel by Govern-
ment Departments and public sector under-
takings with a view to save the foreign ex-
change?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY QF FINANCE (SHRIANIL SHAS-
TRI): The steps taken to economise on the
expenditure on petrol/diesel include the fol-
lowings:

i} Instructions were issued in March,
1988 to all Ministries/Departments
of the Government of India that
expenditure on petrol etc. should
not exceed the level of expenditure
in 1087-88.

i) A ceiling on consumption of petrol
of 750 litres per quarter has been
fixed in respect of all cars used by
Ministers and their personal staff.

ti) Purchase of new staft cars is not
normally allowed except when they
are required for replacement.

iv) The question of purchasing three-
wheelers in re-placement of staff
cars is required to be examined by
Ministries/Departments.

v) Suggestion has been made to
consider the possibility of reducing
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the number of vehicles by at least
10%.

vi) Pooling arrangements have been
advised to Ministries/Departments
to avoid frequent trips in the same
direction.

vi) Public Sector undertakings have
also been advised to follow the
above economy instructions. in
general to curb consumption of
petro!/diesel.

viii) In order to reduce pressure on staff
cars, battery-operated buses on
certain routes covering major
CentralGovernment oMices in New
Delhi has-been introduced on an
experimental basis.

[ Transiation ]
Export of Rice

7648. SHRI CHHABIRAM ARGAL:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be pleased
to state:

(a) whether India is exporting rice if so,
the agency or firm through which is being
exported:

(b) the quantity of rice exported during
1988-89 and 1989-90 by each such agency/

firm:

(c) whether rice was exported to Soviet
Union during the last three years;

(d) if so, the name of the tirm which
exported the rice and the value thereot; and

(e) the export target fixed for the current
year ahd the steps being taken to boost the
rice export,
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE (SHRI AR-
ANGIL SHREEDHARAN): (a) Export of
basmati rice is allowed freely under Open
General Licence (OGL). Export of non-bas-
mati rice is subject to a cailing. Government
does not nominate any agency or firm for
export of rice.

(b) to (d). Quantum of rice exported
during 1988-89 and 1989-90 is provisionally
estimated at 3.85 lakh MTs and 4.17 lakh
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MTs respectively. Firm-wise export date is
not available except in case of rice exports to
USSR which are given in the attached state-
ments | and Il.

(e) The export target for rice for the
current year has not been fixed so far. Gov-
ernment have taken a series of steps to
promote export of rice. These include in-
crease in the REP percentage in respect of
export of basmati rice in consumer packs of
upto 20 kgs. and abolitron of levy on basmati
rice.
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