
I I  Oral Answers MARCH 6, 1973 Oral Answers I2 

DR. K. L. RAO: The Committee 
that has been appointed is not about 
shorage of p ower but it is about 
whether · · we should import some 
equipment from outside in order t:o 
meet our targets, and that Committee 
is having its discussions. 

Consumption of Petroleum by Peho
leum based Fertilize1· 

* 206.  SHRI R. P. DAS: Will the 
Minister of PETROLEUM AND CHE
MICALS be pleased to state : 

( a) the annual consumption of 
:petroleum by all petroleum based fer
tiliser plants when all the present 
project's start working; and 

,(b )  the percentage of the petro
leum requirements which will be met 
through imports? 

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS ( SHRI D. K. 
BOROOAH) : (a) The annual re
quirement of petroleum products for 
use e i ther as fertiliser feedstock or 
.as fuel for petroleum based fertilizer 
plants,  which are either currently in 
operation, or are in different stages 
of construction/firmed up, is estimat:e 
ed at 3.9 million tonnes by the end of 
the Fifth Plan. 

( b )  I n  the context of the plans 
being drawn up for the expansion of 
our refin ing  capacity by 1978-79,  it is  
expected t int the requirement would 
by and large be met from indigenous 
production. 

SHRI R. P. DAS : In view of the 
l arger consumption and imports of 
petroleum, I would like to know from 
the hon. MinistE•r whether this could 
he m i n imised by restricting the con
,urnption by the Railways and also 
1.he �enseless use by the Government, 
semj-Governnwnt and private users. 

SHRI D .  K.  BOROOAH : As  p'c'r 
our p lan we have to produce by 1 978  
t1bout  2 . ;i  m i l l ion tonnes .  For that we  
need rn 1 1re pet roleum refining capa-

city. So, restriction of petroleum 
products for fertiliser plants has not 
been very clearly decided upon. But, 
cert3inly we are trying t:o find alterna
tive sourc es for fertilisers like coal. 
In fact, three coal-based factories have 
already been sanctioned and in res
pect of two of them civil works have 
already been started. 

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU : The 
question wa� about restriction of 
consumption. 

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: It is dffi
cult to restrict consumption of petro
leum because the demand is going up 
by leaps and bounds. But, as I said, 
it will be in the interests of the nation 
if we could also find alternative sour
ces for fertilisers. 

SHRr ' R. P.  DAS:  Kindly indicates 
the imports yearwise sir.::e 1969-70 
and whether th e volume of imports 
in this respect is getting higher and 
higher making the Government more 
and more dependent on the foreign 
suppliers. 

SHRI D.  K. BOROOAH: Is it in 
resi::ect of feedstock for fertilisers or 
petroleum products? 

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHAYYA : 
Total. 

SHRI JYOTIRMOY BOSU: Petro
leum and petroleum products. 

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: So far as 
petroleum products are concerned,  
the increase is not very noticeable,  
but so  far as import of crude is con
cerned,  it is certainly increasing. 

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA : 
He asked the figures year by year of 
the imported crude and the petroleum 
products . 

SURI D. K. BOROOAH: The fi f
ures are not  available with me. 

SHRI P. GANGADEB : I woul d like 
to know whether the Government has 
worker1 out the comparative ad v ant
age ')f i mporting n auth'.l ,:m d  ammonia 
an rl_ i f  so , what are the details . 
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SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: The new 
policy is there. All the new fertili
ser factories should be not based on 
riaptha but on fuel oil. So far as fuel 
oil is concerned, we are not using much 
-of it now. But the coming refineries 
are mostly going to be on fuel oil. I 
do not have the relative figures about 
Naptha and ammonia but naptha is 
certainly very expensive, twice as 
·expensive as fuel oil. 

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: 
The answer to part (a )  of the ques
tion is that the annual requirement 
of petroleum products for use as fer
tili ser feedstock or as fuel for ferti
liser plants is 3.9 million tonnes and 
it will be met when all the present 
projects start working. But, the other 
day, the Minister has laid a statement 
on the Table of the House which indi
cated that most of the projects in this 
Ministry · are falling behind the tar
gets, not by a couple of years, but by 
decades. May I know whether by 
and large the requirements will be 
fulfilled when all the projects will 
start functioning and what is the oore 
he has taken in this regard? 

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: It is a fact 
that some of them have slided back 
but not by decades. So far as Durga
pur is concerned, it is going to be 
commissioned shortly. Cochin is hav
ing a few teething troubles but I 
think that also will go into produc
tion and Barauni ,  I think, will a: so 
go into production soon. 

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA : 
What about Haldia? 

SHRI D .  K .  BAROOAH:  Construc
tion of Haldia fertil izer factory has 
not been started as yet ; but civil 
works have started . 

SHRI DINEN BHATTACHARYYA : 
When "ill it be completed? 
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SHRI DINESH CHANDRA GOS
WAMI:  Arising out of the answer 
given by the hon. Minister, there arc 
some reports which have come out 
recently that apart from coal  · and  
petroleum there are many indigenous 
commodities which can be used for 
the purpose of fertilizer plants. May 
I know whether the Government is 
making any study on this aspect, to 
reduce the consumption of petroleum? 

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH: The basic 
raw material is coal. For quite some 
time to come we will haYe to depend 
on coal as the alternative source for 
feedstock in fert i l iser factories .  

SHRI D. BASUI\IATARI :  The hon .  
Min i s ter st ated about the  refine ries at  
three places .  But he  has not men
ti oned about the refinery at Bonga ; 
gaon.  What is the posit ion thert!? I 
want to know whether the civi l  work 
has  8 tarted . 

SHRI D. K. BOROOAH:  The refi
nery ha� already been sanctioned and 
I suppose thi s year we w ill s ta r� 
some of the preliminary works there. 




