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that way uptill now
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Rule 377—Shr1 Tarun Gogol,
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MATTERS UNDER RULE 377

(1) REPORTED DrcISioN or ONGC 10
SLOW DOWN CRUDE PRODUCTION IN
NoRTH-EASTERN Rxoron

SHRI TARUN GOGOI (Jorhat) By
giving notice under Rule 877 I would
like to draw the attention of the Min-
ister of Petroleum and Chemicals to
the reported decision of the Oil and
Natural Gas Commussion to slow down
the crude production in the North-
Eastrn  Region, particularly,
Assam It has been a matter of great
concern not only for the people of that
region but to the whole nation to see
this retrograde step of stepping down
the production of crude oil when there
are great prospects of increasing such
production because of numerous de-
posits of ofl reserves in Assam Naga-
land and Tripura

Besides, it raises an apprehension in
the minds of the people of that region
that the Centre 1s not interested n
the development of that area by con.
tinuing 1ts policy of neglect and apa-
thy toward, this jegion While there
18 a great need to speed-up the crude
production 1n order to move towards
attaining self-sufficiency and all out
efforts are being made to mncrease the
production on the Bombay High, the
slackening of such efforts in the North.
Bastern region mmg counter to the
declared nstional policy on ol and
the policy of removal of regional im-
balances It has been reported that
due to the limited capacity of the
existing refineries and the Hmited ca-~
pacity of the pipelines such gteps are
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taken. 1If so, ON.G.C. are to be blam-
ed squarely for not taking adequate
steps before, inspite of its knowledge
of known deposits of crude in that re.

gion,

This is not the first time that such
a thing has happened earlier also m
Assam the o1l field of Naharkatia
though was discovered in the year
1952, the wells were kept sealed till
1962 when the Gauhat1 Refineries came
up To avoid such comphcations m
future, immediate steps should be
taken and production in that region
need not be stopped or slowed down
by setting up a new refinery nearby
the site of the reserves to meet ail
the requirements and thereby helping
these backward regions to come up in
the map of Petro-Chemical Industry
in the country

(1) REPORTED DIFFICULTIES FACED By
Rasror DreseL On. ENGINEERING
INDUSTRY.
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