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.4..bst1·act of tlte Proceedings of the Oomu:i~ of tlw Gooen1,or-Ge1UJral of Imlia, 
assembled for tl'e p11111oae of f1"Jkin.g Laws aml Regi~latlons umler tkc 
provisions of the A.ct of Parllant.e1it 2:is a1i.rl 25 Yi,c., cap. ~7. · 

Tb,e Oouncil mot at Governm:mt House on Friday, the 10th 'Mo.roll 1865. 
PRESENT: 

His Excellency the Vic3roy and G:>verno1·-General of Indio., presiding. 
His Honour tho Licute11a.nt-Govo1·nol' of Bengal. 
The Hon'ble H. B. Harington. 
The Hon'ble H. Sumner :M:o.ine. 
The Hon'ble W. Grey. 
The Hon'ble H. L. Anderson. 
The Hon'ble Ma.haraja VijRya.ram'l Gajapati Rij BliMdm· of Vizian~gram. 
The Hon'ble Raja Sahib Dyal BahH.dur. 
The Hon'ble G. Noble Taylor. 
The Hon'ble W. Muii-. 
The Hon'ble R. N. <J:w;t. 
The Hon'ble D. Oowie. 

OALOUTTA GREAT JAIL BILL. 
His Honour the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal moved tlL:i.t the Report 

or the Select Committee on the Bill to remove the Great Jail '>f Oalciltta from 
the control of the Sheriff', o.nd transfer it to that of the G:>vornment 0of Bengal, 
he taken into consideration. He said that the amendments ma.de by the Select 
Committee being almost entirely verbal and of no· material conseq uenoo, did 
not call for any observation. 

The :Motion was put zind agreed to. 

Hu Hmmu:a then said thn.t there was ono amendment which he ha.cl to 
p1'0pose in ~ho Bill, and that was tho substitution of the word "April" for 
the word "May" in tho 15th Section. There was no reiHon why tbc A.ct 
should not come into fores at once, and there was n Bill nO\V before the 
Bengal Oouncil which depended on tho pa.9sing of this Act. It \VWJ therefore 
'.le1:1irablo that the Act should come into fol'ce as soon o.s possible. 

The Motion was put ancl o.grcecl to. 

His Honour tho LieutoD.D.nt Governor or Bengal also moved that the Dill 
as a.mended be passed. 

The 'Motion wo.s put o.nd agreed to. 



(' 116 ) 

STAMP ACT ·A~~DMENT BILL .. 

Tlie lion1ble rM1i. 'HkRINGTON introduced .the Bill to .. amend Act x of .1862 
•1;'.:j~.;,..~ ~···, ...... ~,'•.t···~ ..... :\; ..... , "")) .•.,·.· ···~ • .1 .. -;;· ... :¥-''•'· ....... '"··"{'•• ·,· 

,(t~'.~!>ll'.~glidn'.to;)Lu<i ·a;~~~~1A~l!t? .Jaw, r.eJa~~1:1g ~o J~~~~p ::Q;utj~ )/'~A .~p~e~ that it 
,be referred to·~·~·Se!~~tPg~µiit~e,·\Y~t!i.'.;in~t>;~~~io~:;W-. re~,o!t J~; a 1 fo,>;~night. 
'U(i·'s'itid thi~'upon·~g·.f~! leave to ~troduce this Bill, .ho .had expl!l.ined briefly 
!~1~ ~~j~f~11(r~~?,n;~:or;~~~ ~µ1 .... ~e· had since .reoeived a sµggestioJ;1,_from his 
JI~~J>lcf 99lle~~~ ¥1\{Q~er,1,wh16h he .r~ga.fded;as. a~ .Ye>;y u11eful .. or;i~. .Mr. 
1!l~J,}iig~6,Stec\.~th~~'.th~:q:over~.ent"of India should have ._pclwer, .not only 
:torcdiic~·,~no ·rate· of<Stamp Duty on particular classes .of ·deeds an.d ·.particular 
;aeeus:"Jvh\~fl·~~s ~h~t-'·:ib.e· Bill propQsoo;.but -~so ,to exempt certain classes of 
·persons froiri thb. opei~~tion of any ·particular part of the Act of 1862, ~uch, for 
instance, ns soldiers 111 respect of marriage and baptismal oortiftoo.tes. , Ho 
sliould.liave much pleasure in proposing in Oommittee the introduction of a 
Section ~nto the Bill to· give effect 1;q lib Hon'ble 9oJ1eo.gue's suggestion . 

. The Motion was put and agreed to. 

OIVIL JUSTIOE BILL. · 

,Th~.lJ;9.n'_bJ~,g_:~h,J4!-gi! ~.9Y~4 .t~ti.~ tb.,e Repotj; of the Select Committee 
on the Bill for the improvement of .the Aclminjatra.tioil of Oivil Justice iµ. respect 
of ·suits of Small Value be taken into consideration. He said that, in introduc-

. ing this Bill to the Council, he had remarked 'that, sirice the Sections relating to 
the specitic performimoo of -contracts ·had been rem9ved to the Civil Procedure 
Colle of ·his Hon'ble friend Mr. Hariligton, no controverted part of the measure 

, ·. woUld fema.in •. ~he Bill after deducting those Sections, added only two new fea-
. tureEJ to t}le Small Caus~ Court system as it exis~d. T~e ~st :wua t~e creation of the 
Office of Registrar. The ~gistrar was the Officer intended to take upon himself. 
the routine business, nnd thus it was hoped the grouping of inferior Courts might 
be facilitated with a view tO their supervision by a judge of the first class going 
circuit aiqong them. The other o.ddition to the system was the qreation of the 
office of what he would call-though tb.e phrase was not in the Bill-Judges 
Extrao'rdino.ry. He was himself of opinion that it was impossible to introduce 
an appeal into the Small Cause system without revolutiOnizing that system 
altogether! He thought that the Small Cause .i:udges and their decisions 
i·equired inspection a.nd revision, and ,that this inspection and 1·evislon would 
be mQst wholesomely effected ·by the introduction of these Judges Extraordina.ry-
persons invested with the powers of Small Co.use Judges for th~ time. In that 
f11rm tha Bill wont beforo tho Committee, and the Committee had macle a change, 

' which, he thought, would commend itself to the q,ppro;vol of the Council. The law 
rclli.ting to Small Co.use Oourts in the Mofussil would, if tile Bill ho.cl 
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passed in its original shape, have .been comprised in three Acts, first Act XLil 
of 1860, ne;x:t the amending Act XII of 1861, and lastly his original measm·e. 
The Committee had thought fit to consolidate theso three Acts, nnd if the Oouncil 
would pass tbe Bill in its present form, the whole of the Sm.nll Cause system 

_, wohld be contained within tho four corners of a single ono.otmont. 

There was no other part of tho Bill on which it was neccssnry for him to 
make any observations, except that the establishment of Courts of Smnll 
Causes in Military Cantonments, (which we1-e substitutocl, as tho Council woulcl 

-remember, .for the Courts of Requests) had given rise to some doubts ns 
to whether the jurisdiction of tho Military Courts mentioned-in Act XI of 1841, 
had not, by implication, been taken nway. It was never in·oposecl thnt their 
jurisdiction should be taken away, nnd therefore this Dill proYided that nothing 
contained in Act III of 1859, Section 2, or Act XXII of 186·~. Sections 6-8, 
should be unclerstood to affect the jurisdiction or those Courts. In lilrn 
maIQ'.ler this Act would save the jurisdiction of Courts of Requests convened 
in India und~1· the English Mutiny Act. This provision was not absolutely 
required, but for the·sake of clearness, it was better that it should be inserted. 

The Motion was put nnd a~d to. 
- . 
The Hon'ble Mn.. MAINE also moved that the Bill as amended be passed. 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 

ADVOCATES' AND ATl'ORNEYS' (NORTH-WESTERN PltOVINOES) 
BILL. 

The Hon'ble :Mn.. HARINGTON presented the Report of the Select Com-
mittee on the Bill to regulate the admission,' removal, and remunel'o.tion of 
Advocates and Attorneys in the Civil and Criminal Courts and Revenue Offices 
of the North-Western Provinces of tho Presidency of Benga.l, and moved that 
the Repol't and the Bill as amended in Committee be published for three weeks 
in the Gazette of India. Ho said that the changes which the Select Committee. 
bad proposed were so numerous and so important, that if they were adopted by 
the Council, ns he hoped they would, the Bill ns -pnssed into lnw would benr 
little, if o.ny, resemblance to the Bill f!o8 introduced. He believed that every one 
of the changes suggested by the Select Committee would be found an improve. 
ment on the Bill as intl'oduced. Looking to the extent and character of tho 
proposed amendments, the Select Committee had thought it right to recommend 
thnt, before the Council was called upon to considel' them, the Dill should lm 

01mblishccl in the Gazette of India for three Wf;'Cks, the ohject, of courso, hoing-
to giyc the public an opportunity of knowing what was intended and of .ofl'oring 
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.~~~>1;o~ax~1PJ.:PPii the' Bill ~.J.>r~n~.~e~,to,,~~·~ltc.recf by the ~~lcct Committ~e. '.lte: wheir 'ili,8.t · he :~·cow.er have r4_eniioi{ed ·~ longe>: ·:P~rioa ··for tlie publication 
ot:,\tli~f:l3i1l,;:bfi~ ~~~~\.tlfu~~~t~~.' .~hlp~ ·the Council ~,y9w.d° proba"bly couthiu~ 

' .. . ~ ·· ... ' ....... :. . ·,·~ ... • .. ,,... . , .... ,,\ . ,... ... ,. . . .. . ' ~ ' . \". \ . 
. to sit ·wo~d ... ~o~ -~Mmi~~.~f.;~thi~·,:. : ''!'lie.· pnly p~a~ge · proposed by: tlie Select 
·committee·;.whiolt b.~ cd~id.ered it neoossal-y ·~pec;fo.lly to notice ·a.~ thts· tfule, -\va.s 
th~ ~fun~on of ~he pr0ji!ii~tu(of the BiU'to ihe .Territories under the Govern-
.»ient· of .. \the.'Lieuteiii)rit~Gcfvel-not :··of Bengal, instead of its applio&;tion'. being 
coJ?.~~~.d(~ jv~: 9~J1~ll;Y°: iiiteiicleil,".'to lhe'·t~riitorieei'under the Government iof 
,,~l\~.1Ueutena.nt-Govim1or'ot_~4~ NC?r~h-Western Provinces. ·This C?ha.nge had 
· 'been"jttmde'i:·ori the recommendation. of His Honour the Lieutenant.Governor 
of :Bengill, ~d ~a.S of itsetr a sufficient ~e&Son :r6t th.e'pu'bUOittio1iof''the :sill 
in its amended form. · 

The Motion was put and agreed to. 
.. CHIElf CO:URT (PUNJAB) BILL~ 

The Hon'ble Ma. Ousr presented the Report of the Select Committee on 
the Bill to ~mend the constitution or the Chief . Court of J udica.ture in the· 
Punjab and its Dependencies. 

~·-· ,, ~"FINANOIA-L·OOMMISSIONER·(OUDH) JURISDICTION BILL. 
The Hon'ble :MR.- OusT e.leo presented the1 Report of ~he 861.eat Committee 

on the Bill to remove doubts with r~gard to the jurisdiction of the Flliancial 
QQmmissioner of Oudh . 

. ~~ following Select Committee was named :-

On the Bill to amend Act X of 1862 (to consolidate and amend the 
law relating to Stamp Duties)-Tho Hon'blo Messrs. Harington, Maine, Grey, 
Bullen and Cowie. 

'The Council then adjour~ed. 

WHITLEY STOKES, 

Ojfg • .A.sat. Secy. to the Go'Ot. of India, 
Honie Dept., ( Legis'latioeJ 

·~ . .. 

MILIT.t.l\T 0111•H.t.• r11Eu. 




