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SHRI B. MANICKAM TAGORE (VIRUDHUNAGAR): Sir, thank you, for giving me the
opportunity to speak on the discussion on the Water (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Amendment Bill, 2024.

I stand here to raise my concerns regarding this Bill that amends one of the very
core environment Acts of this country, which is the Water (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Act, 1974. The intent of this Government to bring this Bill is very clear ?
decriminalise and let go of the violators that pollute the water resources of our
country. This is a Bill against the children of our country. This is a Bill against the
culture of India itself where we worship environment as God. This Bill is against the
federal nature of this country itself.

Sir, it has not been long since this Government passed the Jan Vishwas Bill which
contained similar provisions that decriminalised violations of the Act governing air
pollution. We all know air pollution is a very big issue in Delhi. I doubt what the
Government is proposing to do in the name of Ease of Doing Business. I
vehemently stand today to warn the Union Government that the opportunity cost
of passing this Bill is the access of our future generations to a pollution-free and
disease-free life.

With the recent laws being introduced and passed by this Government, it is evident
that the Government has no respect for the environment of this country. Therefore,
I may take this moment to remind this Government of the Subhash Kumar vs. State
of Bihar case in 1991. The Supreme Court in this case had strongly ruled out that
the right to pollution-free water and air is a fundamental right under Article 21.
Subsequently, the right to a pollution-free environment was incorporated in the
Constitution?s Right to Life, and all the law courts within the Indian territory are
bound to follow the same.

I am surprised that this Government has no regard for this verdict. I would like to
state that the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill, 2024 is
just another attempt to align the 1974 Water Act with the current anarchist policies
of the Government and that is to disarm the State Governments, to bring
everything under the Central Government's control and under the control of Delhi.
Now, the new Bill is aimed at shifting the powers of the State Governments to the
Central Government regarding the Constitution of the SPCBs.

Let me explain that these powers in terms of appointment of Chairman of SPCBs,
terms and conditions of service of the SPCB Chairman, and appointment of



Adjudicating Officers will now be vested with the Central Government. The major
issue of this shift is that the elected State Governments will be losing their authority
over critical decisions that impact the functionality of the Bill.

Further, the Bill has been amended in Section 27 of the principal Act to insert a
provision that gives the Union Government the ultimate power to issue guidelines
regarding matters relating to grants, refusal or cancellation of consent given by
any State Board for the establishment of any industry, its operation or process or
treatment and disposal system. It is also mentioned in the Bill that every State
Government should act according to orders/guidelines issued by the Central
Government. This is a clear move to overpower the decisions of the State
Governments.

The proposed Bill grants the Central Government the authority to exempt certain
industry categories from the obligatory need to obtain consent for discharging
industrial waste into water bodies. This highlights a concern that the current
Government, for its own interests, might enable influential industries in polluting
water bodies similar to the perceived empowerment of individuals like Adani Group
who are accused of exploiting people and resources for personal gain.

Further, granting certain industries exemptions by the Central Government to
release industrial waste into water bodies raises growing environmental concerns.
With minimal oversight and these exemptions, the unrestricted discharge of
industrial waste poses a significant risk of water contamination in lakes, rivers, and
groundwater. This could eventually render the water unsafe for the surrounding
communities and pose threats to any nearby forest cover or the wildlife dependent
on these water bodies.

One of the major concerns the Bill poses is the omission of imprisonment for
repeated offenders under Sections 24, 25 or 27, which previously ranged from two
to seven years of imprisonment. This removal raises concerns about the
effectiveness of State-level deterrence against industrial pollution and provides big
leeway for repeated offenders. In the earlier draft of the Act, imprisonment of
repeated offenders served as stringent consequence for violating environmental
laws, compelling industries to take compliance seriously. With the absence of such
stringent punishment currently, there is a risk of diminished accountability allowing
offenders to potentially evade significantly by merely paying substantial fines.



I am surprised that the Government has decriminalized serious offenses such as
failure to comply with such orders issued by a State Board or courts on emergency
measures in case of pollution of a stream or a well. Also, offenses such as failure to
intimate the occurrence of any accident or other unforeseen events and damages
caused to any work or property belonging to the Pollution Control Boards, etc.,
which are grave in nature have been replaced with penalties. It means that those
who have money can get away with the consequences. In the name of building a
spirit of ease of living and ease of doing business, the Government is surrendering
the shield against environmental pollution.

The Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill states that: "? the cornerstone of
democratic governance lies in the Government trusting its own people and
institutions?". But decriminalization of serious offenses in this Bill suggests
otherwise that this Government is entrusting the country's environment with their
business friends. We all know how strong Modi ji's friendship exists with the crony
capitalists.

17.00 hrs

The current Government often highlights the 'Namami Gange' initiative as one of
its initial commitments, with Prime Minister Modi expressing a personal duty to
serve Maa Ganga by aiming to clean the sacred river. Unfortunately, it appears that
these efforts have fallen short, and the condition of the Ganga remains a cause for
concern. Despite promises, Ganga stands as one of the world's most polluted
rivers, with approximately 80 per cent of pollutants originating from untreated
industrial and household effluents.

According to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), a mere 37 out of 222
monitoring sites along the Ganga give water suitable for bathing. This is how their
deceptive promises made to the citizens of India work? It is noteworthy that,
despite consistent expressions of concern by the Supreme Court, the Delhi High
Court, and the principal bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) regarding
environmental issues in the National Capital Region, including the state of the
Yamuna river, air pollution, and waste management, only one conviction under the
Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, took place in 2017. The
limited number of convictions suggests that the fear of criminal prosecution is not
serving as a sufficient deterrent.



Given the highlighted concerns in the draft Bill, it appears that the intended
purpose of the amendment may not be fulfilled. But the need of the hour is to
evaluate the existing structure and institutional capabilities of SPCBs rather than
diluting the battle against pollution itself. Also, the Government should note that
merely increasing the Centre's powers with the SPCBs is not the right path, and will
not render effective without addressing the basic problem. Without enhancing
their institutional capacity and competence to exercise these powers, no
amendments in the Bill will prove effective.

Therefore, I end my speech by suggesting this Government to focus on addressing
the shortcomings in existing regulatory institutions, instead of constantly coming
up with new hollow laws that derail the entire governance structure.
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SHRI D.M. KATHIR ANAND (VELLORE): Sir, thank you for giving me this
opportunity to speak on the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution)
Amendment Bill, 2024.

Sir, though this Bill has been brought in consonance with air pollution, when you
read between the lines, the clauses of the Bill suggest that it really is a draconian
law. I know that the Bill will be applicable in the States of Himachal Pradesh,
Rajasthan and the Union Territories, but I know for sure that this Bill is going to be
amended or expanded to other States in India.

I will go into it clause-by-clause. The first issue is about the consent for exemptions
for industries. The Bill specifies that the Central Government, in consultation with
the Central Pollution Control Board, may exempt certain categories of industrial
plants from obtaining such consent. In any State, whenever they have to start an
industry, they will approach the State Pollution Control Board. The State Pollution
Control Board will look into the possibilities and feasibilities and the water pollution
measures; then only they will give the consent. Now, they say that the Central
Pollution Control Board simply can issue an order. If at all the Government of India
proposes to issue a pollution certificate to an industry which is set up in a State,
and if that plant causes any pollution discomforts or water pollution, who is
answerable? The State is answerable. The public will walk into the premises of the
State Government or the State authorities or the Panchayat and they will be
guestioned. But the Central Government will keep quiet and they will not interfere
into these kinds of things. So, this is a draconian law that says that the Central
Government can issue any kind of a consent to any industry without the consent of
the State Pollution Control Board. This is a very bad thing in this Bill.

Secondly, the Bill also adds that the Central Government may issue guidelines for
the grant, refusal or cancellation of the consent granted by the State Pollution
Control Board. If at all a State Pollution Control Board has already given a consent
to an industry, that consent can also be cancelled by the Central Pollution Control
Board. What is this? Where are we going? Now, the Central Government is acting to
crush the State?s autonomy. Any pollution control consent given by the State



Pollution Control Board, after taking into account all the rules and regulations can
be cancelled by the Central Pollution Control Board. So, this is a draconian law.

Thirdly, I come to the issue of Chairman of the State Board. The State Pollution
Control Board is an autonomous body. Now, the Central Pollution Control Board
will come to the State and say, ‘this is how you have to appoint a Chairman of the
Board?. What is this? So, the Governor will come, he will choose who is going to be
a Vice Chancellor or a Chancellor of a University. Then the next person from the
Central Government will come and he will say, this is how you have to work?. Now,
even for the State Pollution Control Board?s Chairman, the Central Government is
going to tell, this is how you have to appoint the Chairman of the State Pollution
Control Board. So, this is a draconian law. You are taking away all the rights of the
States.

Another point is that the State Pollution Control Board will issue directions to
immediately restrain any activity which is leading to discharge of polluting material
in the water bodies. Whenever there is a mishap in a State, the State Pollution
Control Board impose a fine or penalty or even imprisonment depending upon the
crime situation or depending on the incident happening. Because of this Act, the
Central Pollution Control Board will walk into the State and say, ‘'no hereafter you
will not impose any kind of an imprisonment.?

All you can do is only impose a fine of Rs.10,000 to Rs.15 lakh. So, they are now
taking away the punishment category also. Regarding the penalty for offences,
under the Act, an offence for which the punishment is not explicitly specified is
punishable with an imprisonment up to three months or a fine up to Rs.10,000 or
both. Whenever something happens in the State, that is against the State Pollution
Control Board, they will impose a fine of Rs.10,000 or both or whatever it is. Again,
the Central Pollution Control Board is walking into the shoes of the State Pollution
Control Board and they are saying that no, we will only prescribe what is going to
be in the provisions. You cannot arrest anyone even if there is a great calamity or
whatever else has happened.

This Bill allows the Central Government to appoint adjudicating officers to
determine the penalty. They are going to appoint adjudicating officers to examine
what has happened. The officers must be of the level of a Joint Secretary to the
Central Government or the Secretary to the State Government. What is the role of
the State Government in appointment of the adjudicating officers? The Union
Government?s big brother attitude is unwarranted. They have stepped in again



saying who is going to be the adjudicating officer. Now, tell me, I am asking this
august House. A State is autonomous which is taking care of its own business. But
the Centre is walking into each and every parameter, each and every instance of a
State. They are infringing upon its autonomy. Regarding the entire constitution
which is happening, we are demoralised.

Now, I come to cognisance of offences which is a very interesting part of the Act.
Whenever any fault or malpractice occurs in the State Pollution Control Board,
earlier the officers who were all connected with the crime used to be punished.
Now, under the new amendment Bill, the Central Pollution Control Board is telling
the State that if at all there is a crime or if at all there is a fault in the Pollution
Control Board in granting licences or whatever it is, the action will be taken only on
the Chairman of the Board where he will be liable to pay the penalty equal to one
month of his basic salary. So, there is no punishment. Even 10 officers may have
jointly done the crime. Still the punishment is going to be the basic salary.

Running a State is difficult. In each and every State, they are going here and there
to bring in investments, bring in funds and other things. But the Centre is
infringing upon all the things. They introduced GST and took away all our money.
They introduced NEET and took away all our autonomy in giving medical seats.
Take for example Dam Safety Bill, National Education Policy, Citizenship
Amendment Bill, three farm Bills, Multi-State Co-operative Societies Bill, Criminal
Procedure identification Bill, Electricity Amendment Bill, Delhi Municipality Bill,
Indian System of Medicine Bill, National Medical Commission Bill, Airports Authority
Bill, Major Port Authorities Bill and Motor Vehicle Bill. They are taking away all the
rights of the State.

Our Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu is travelling here and there to invite investors to
the State. I am talking generally for other States also. Chief Minister of each and
ever State, the State Cabinet run here and there to invite people to come and
invest, to start industries in their State. But if this kind of a big brother attitude is
there where they say you can do this, you cannot do this, then how will the
investors walk into the States without the States? autonomy? It is not possible.
Therefore, I would request the Minister to recall this Bill and make amendments in
such a way that the State?s authority is not questioned.

In Tamil they used to say; my Chief Minister always says:



?The State Governments only do all the welfare measures for the people. People
expect only the State Governments for their day-to-day needs. The Central
Government is putting spokes.? *

If this kind of a big brother attitude is going to continue, then you will lose all the
States. Today, you may be a big brother. You are very powerful. But tomorrow, you
may need to sit this side while we will sit there. You will again face the same thing.

I will finally conclude with four lines in Tamil. ? (Interruptions)

Do not think those who cheat will always have good time. Do not forget how many
days lies will support you. One day the situation will change. Election will bring that
change.

Thank you. Vanakkam.

SHRI N. K. PREMACHANDRAN (KOLLAM): Hon. Chairperson, Sir, thank you very
much for giving me this opportunity to speak on this Bill, out of turn on my
request.

Sir, I strongly and vehemently oppose this Bill. This is a draconian legislation as far
as environmental protection is concerned. So, I fully support my learned brother
who has just now spoken about it. This Bill is being introduced, and also being
taken for discussion, in a very light manner. I have gone through the debates of the
Rajya Sabha also. Unfortunately, it is missing. I would like to know from the hon.
Minister what is the intent of the Bill. In the name of ease of doing business and in
the name of ease of living, you are taking away the entire federal principles of the
country, the Constitution. Also, environmental protection laws and ecological
protection laws are being violated. That is the reason why I strongly oppose this
Bill. This is a very simple way in which it is being introduced but its impact and
consequences will be very high. The ramifications will also be very high.

Hon. Chairperson, Sir, if you go through the history to know why this law was
enacted, it is very clear that on the basis of the United Nations Conference on the
Human Environment held in the year June 1972, three Acts were enacted -- Water
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, Air (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1981, Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. Those were the landmark
legislations the Parliament had passed subsequent to the Independence and
subsequent to this international conference. Also, this Bill is coming to the House



on the basis of the resolutions passed by two Legislative Assemblies -- Rajasthan
Legislative Assembly and Himachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly. They have
passed resolutions. I would like to know from the hon. Minister when these
resolutions were passed. Normally, this comes in the Statement of Objects and
Reasons. When were the resolutions passed by the Himachal Pradesh and
Rajasthan State Assemblies? Politically, I would like to know about it. It is not there
in the file. It is not there in the record. It is not there in the Statement of Objects
and Reasons. They are also relinquishing their rights and powers to have their
control over prevention and control of water pollution.

Hon. Chairperson, Sir, I am opposing this Bill on two counts. The first one is that
the principles of federalism are violated, and second one is that the environmental
protection laws are being violated. Now, the whole world is sensitive to ecological
and environmental protection. Strong demand is coming from the public to have
stringent environmental laws so as to protect the nature as well as to meet the
requirements in future. All the hon. Ministers were very vocal in supporting the
protection of environment and ecology. I had attended the UNFCCC Conference
also. After that also, we had a discussion under Rule 193 in which you appeared to
be a very strong advocate for environmental protection. But we have never
expected such a law from the hon. Minister like Shri Bhupender Yadav ji.

Hon. Chairperson, Sir, global warming and climate change are the hot topics for
discussion in international forums. In the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change conference, all the nations including India took pledge to
mitigate carbon emission. We have decided to reach zero carbon emission stage by
2070 and we are planning our programmes to achieve that target. Even the hon.
Prime Minister has made a very specific statement in the UNFCCC where we are
committed to have zero carbon emission by 2070 and the programes are being
planned.

Carbon emission can be abated by mitigating the pollution, both water pollution
and air pollution. Both water pollution and air pollution are having their own
impacts on the carbon emission. There is no doubt about it. But it is surprising to
note that the Government is coming up with a legislation to dilute the law relating
to the prevention and control of water pollution just to satisfy the interest of the
industry in the name of ease of doing business.

See, if you go through the entire legislations particularly during the time of NDA
Government of the last ten years, almost all the legislations are in the name of Ease



of Doing Business. The Environment Protection Act, 1986, Forest Conservation Act,
Wildlife Protection Act and the Water Act have already said that these are all the
landmark legislations of Independent India. We are able to protect the existing
forest coverage only because of the stringent provisions of the Forest Conservation
Act. Similarly, we have the Environment Protection Act and the Wildlife Protection
Act.

Suppose you think that there was no Forest Conservation Act, if there was no
Environment Protection Act, what would be status of the Indian forests now? In the
Wildlife Protection Act, stringent and strict provisions are there. That is the only
reason by which the forest coverage area is protected to an extent and also Wildlife
Protection Act is still there. Otherwise, the situation would have been different.

But here in this Bill, you are decriminalising the offences coming under the Water
Act. The dilution of these Acts are being done in the name of Ease of Doing
Business and Ease of Living. If you critically examine the ten years of BJP
Government in office, the Ease of Doing Business is done at the cost of
environment and at the cost of the labour. It is quite incidental that both Ministries
are being held by the hon. Minister. All these Ease of Doing Businesses are at the
cost of the labour and at the cost of the environmental laws. Here also, the same
thing is happening. So, I would like to know from the hon. Minister whether you are
interested in protecting the labour or capital over the environment or the business
community or the industry. Why is this legislation coming? Only one answer is to
safeqguard the industry, that means it is for Ease of Doing Business.

Sir, now I come to the provisions. By virtue of various provisions in the
Amendment Bill, all penal provisions have been freed from imprisonment and will
be replaced by penalty except Sections 25 and 26. That means they are totally
decriminalising the penal provisions of the existing bill. What is the need of
imprisonment? You are well aware as a learned lawyer because it is a deterrent
punishment. Imprisonment is a strong and stringent punishment so that the
persons will be deterred from doing a crime against the ecology, environment and
against humanity. That is the reason for which imprisonment is taken away except
in the case of Sections 25 and 26. It reads:

?The Central Government shall be empowered to exempt certain categories of
industries from the requirement of prior consent before establishment of an
industrial unit.?



It is an absolute discretion with the Central Government. That is why, my learned

friend is just saying that the decriminalisation or requirement of getting prior
permission before starting an industry, permission has to be obtained from the
State Pollution Control Board. That is not required. The Central Government is
empowered to exempt the requirement of getting prior permission so as to start
an industry in my district Kollam. What does it mean, Sir? This is a centralisation of
power.

Sir, you also belong to my district. In my district, if an industry has to be started
and if that industry is exempted from getting the prior permission from the
concerned authority, then that can be decided from Delhi. What does that mean?
What is the intent of the Bill? Let the hon. Minister explain. Whom are you
protecting? Which industry do you have to protect? That is why, I am using the
saying that it is draconian. The grant, refusal or cancellation of consent by any
State Board to establish and operate any industrial unit, Central Government is
authorised to issue the guidelines. That is also there which I have already
explained.

An order of adjudicating officer is there. Adjudicating officers are appointed by the
Central Government. Adjudicating officer is a rank which is just below the rank of a
Joint Secretary. Such an officer is being appointed by the Central Government and
there is no limit for the number of adjudicating officers. The Bill is also very vague.
It can be interpreted in any way. How many adjudicating officers will be there?
Kindly see this. An appeal from the adjudicating officer will lie to the National Green
Tribunal. If a common person approaches the National Green Tribunal, how much
cost does he have to incur? These are all the issues. The water borne diseases in
India is increasing day by day.

Sir, not less than four crore Indians are suffering from these diseases, leading to
nearly four lakh fatalities every year. Water pollution is the main reason for this.
This is the right time to protect the environment. We have to make the
environment related laws more strict and stringent so as to protect the
environment, ecology and also the pure water. Right to save water is a
fundamental right. The Right to Life is envisaged in Article 21 of the Constitution.
When the time has come for having a stringent legislation for protection of
environment and prevention of water pollution, this Government and this
Parliament are passing a law only just to dilute the water pollution law and
decriminalise it. The industries are being pleased by this step.



Therefore, I strongly oppose this Bill. I urge upon the Government and the
Minister to kindly send this Bill to the Parliamentary Standing Committee to have a
close scrutiny of the Bill. With these words, I conclude my speech. Thank you.

SHRIMATI VANGA GEETHA VISWANATH (KAKINADA): Sir, I convey my thanks to
my leader Shri P.V. Midhun Reddy for giving me this opportunity to speak on the
Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill, 2024. I support this
Bill. It is a very important Bill because all the people, farmers and animals are
facing the problem of water contamination.

Many hon. Members have raised many issues. I would like to give some
suggestions. First and foremost, we must establish a strict enforcement
mechanism to hold industries accountable for their actions. It is essential to
implement stringent penalties for those found violating environmental standards
including fines, suspension of operations and even criminal charges for repeated
offenders.

Furthermore, we must empower our regulatory bodies with necessary resources,
authority of monitoring, enforcement and compliance of laws effectively.
Promoting pollution prevention technologies is a paramount need in our efforts to
minimise the discharge of pollution into water bodies. By encouraging industries to
adopt environment-friendly practices and technologies, we can significantly reduce
the impact of pollution on our water resources. This could be achieved through
incentives such as tax breaks and subsidies for companies investing in sustainable
practices.

Sir, we must prioritise the protection of our citizens from contaminated water.
Utilising penalties collected under this Bill to fund initiatives aimed at de-polluting
water bodies and addressing water-borne diseases is essential. Allocating money to
the Environmental Protection Fund for this purpose will ensure that resources are
allocated effectively to tackle this critical issue.

Integration of existing programmes relating to environment is crucial for
maximising our impact and leveraging available resources. By aligning with
initiatives like National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), we can effectively coordinate
our efforts and ensure a unified approach towards environmental protection.
Collaboration between different Government Departments, agencies and
stakeholders is key to the success of our endeavours.



Lastly, establishing robust monitoring and reporting requirements is essential for
tracking progress and promoting transparency. Mandating regular monitoring and
reporting of water quality parameters will enable us to measure the effectiveness
of our pollution-reducing efforts. Furthermore, establishing mechanism for public
access to water quality data and information will foster accountability and trust
among the public. Thank you, Sir.

SHRIMATI PRATIMA MONDAL (JAYNAGAR): Sir, on behalf of my party All India
Trinamool Congress, I strongly oppose this draconian Bill, the Water (Prevention
and Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill, 2024.

Sir, the country has seen the quality of its water bodies drastically decline due to
unfettered urbanisation, industrialisation and resulting discharge of waste and
toxic pollutants over the past decades. Many articles and research papers have
been published over many years showing innumerable water bodies across India
becoming toxic and simply poisonous. The rivers like Ganga, Yamuna, Godavari,
Ghaggar, and Gomti are the most polluted rivers in India. Under the Ganga
Rejuvenation Programme, despite spending over Rs. 32,000 crore since 2014, the
latest revelation by the Jal Shakti Ministry holds that 71 per cent of the monitoring
stations in Ganga have reported very high levels of fecal coliform earlier this year.
The National Green Tribunal found that untreated waste water or sewage
continues to be discharged in the holy river Ganga unabatedly.

Back in 2018, the Composite Water Management Index released by the then
Minister for Water Resources Mr. Nitin Gadkari ji had stated: ?India is suffering
from ?the worst water crisis? in its history with about 60 crore people facing high to
extreme water stress, about two lakh people dying every year due to inadequate
access to safe water, and the situation has only going to get worse over the years.?

Sir, in 1988, some amendments were made to bring in stringent penalties like an
increase in fines and imprisonment under Section 41 of the Water Act. But the
amendments were proposed to reduce the burden of compliance, decriminalise
environment violations by removing imprisonment as a penalty or punishment, the
rationale being ?to weed out the fear of imprisonment? for simple infractions.

So, my question to the hon. Minister is this. What constitutes a simple infraction?
The Bill says, ?simple infringement is when injury to human is not caused?. But,
how do you determine injury and over what period of time? There have been cases



of children being born with disabilities due to their proximity to polluted water
bodies as well as increasing cases of cancer which manifest after months and years
of a water body being polluted. This is a question of national public health, and the
lives of Indians are at risk. So, please help me to understand hon. Minister, how do
you determine a simple infraction and over what period of time when it comes to
polluting such a valuable resource as water without which life itself is impossible.

My second question to the hon. Minister is this. Will the proposed increase in fine
increase the cost of non-compliance over the cost of compliance? The upper limit
for the penalty specified in the amendments is not enough to deter polluters with
enormous resources from polluting. My request to the hon. Minister is that it
should be not less than Rs. 10 lakh which may extend upto Rs. 50 lakh. It is also not
clear how the penalties will be calculated as the revisions have not established any
formula or guidance. While higher penalties are definitely required, penalties alone
will not be sufficient. These amendments, if passed, will bring about a situation
where polluters will continue to pollute and simply pay the fines instead of
investing in proper waste management and waste treatment facilities. That is why,
it is important that imprisonment must be there, at least in extreme cases where
damages done to any water body are irreversible and there are clear cases of
people in the surrounding areas developing serious illness due to consumption of
water from that waterbody.

Sir, the amendment also proposes to create a water pollution remediation fund
from the penalties collected from the violators, while a part of the fund can be used
for the purpose of providing compensation to the affected parties.

Sir, how do you determine affected parties in case irreversible damage is done to a
water body rendering it unfit for consumption? ? (Interruptions) Once it is polluted
and the damage is irreversible, the toxic substances filter into the ground water as
well as the soil, penetrating the whole connected ecosystem. So, affected parties
cannot just be the people who suffered the consequences immediately but also the
future generations who will be impacted in the decades to follow. Therefore, we
need laws and amendments that will oblige companies to mandatorily treat their
waste, and if they do not do so, they shall not only pay fines but also go to prison in
extreme cases.

Sir, when it comes to funds from penalties collected, they shall be dedicated not
only to compensate all the affected parties adequately but also towards building



new infrastructure and technology that can restore the quality of water in our
lakes, rivers as well as the ground water.

Sir, I would like to conclude by reminding this Government that uncontrolled
growth is never a good thing. For example, in human body, uncontrolled growth is
synonymous of cancer. In the same way, the pursuit of unchecked industrialisation
and economic growth, no matter whatever price we pay, is cancerous for the future
of our country. The present Government is concerned only with short-term gains
and passing amendments like this. It will only make it easier for industries to
pollute our precious water bodies, endanger more and more species of flora and
fauna and risk the health of crores of Indians. We are sitting on a public health time
bomb, and the current Government is leading us into a very dark and worrisome
future by multiplying and adding to the already existing problems instead of
solving them.

Our fellow Members from the Opposition mentioned about the power to issue
guidelines. I can only say that the intention of the Government is only to centralize
power by snatching the power from the State Government which is not a good sign
for democracy. So, Sir, I once again must say that we the Members of Trinamool
Congress strongly oppose this draconian Bill.

Thank you.
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SHRI ANUBHAV MOHANTY (KENDRAPARA): Sir, today I am standing here on
behalf of my Party the Biju Janata Dal to speak on the Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill, 2024.

Sir, this amendment has come after 50 long years. I welcome it on behalf of my
Party. But at the same time, I have a few suggestions to make here, through you, to



the hon. Minister. # ugell Tfiek SR g, et A urél # gy TWher +ff R are sied,
gaferg & Sarer gad &t <7m | I will just in brief point out some recommendations and
suggestions. A recent RTI reply revealed that no penalties have been collected
under the Water Act for two years from 2020 to 2022 in Kerala. This corelates with
the National Crime Records Bureau?s data which shows that no cases have been
lodged under the Water Act over the past two years in the State. This is really
surprising as this means that no violations of the Water Act have been reported
over two years. This raises concern about the state of enforcement and monitoring
of the Pollution Control Boards in the country.

The Environment Relief Fund under the Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 has a
corpus of Rs. 810 crore lying unutilised. Similarly, Rs. 410 crore collected as Goa
Iron Ore Permanent Fund is also untouched. It is surprising. It is clear that what is
needed is not new funds but a mechanism to ensure proper utilisation of the
collected funds. Hence, as per the amendments, crediting of penalties to EPF is a
step in the right direction. However, efforts must be made to ensure funds are
efficiently utilised. A three-tier model can be used to access the penalty amount
which considers the history of violation, unlawful gains from the act of pollution,
and pollution clean up cost for calculating the penalty. Thus, the proposed penalty
has components of environmental compensation and punitive deterrents in
addition to statutory penalties which are prescribed by the law. What I have
understood ?by the law? is that certain mistakes, certain wrongs are done
knowingly and certain unknowingly. Perhaps, the hon. Minister wants to convey to
us, or through this amendment wants to bring a change that any person who is
unknowingly doing any mistake which is not harmful to the humanity or to the
environment may be penalised by an amount but not be imprisoned as it used to
be till today. But I have a concern from my side. 84 @1 = Ger Jgd 3l shglad sau
H G oft ofR udt oft off | SifRee fAfAwex ot ot SameT war ghm | Justice delayed is justice
denied. S 37l T €, S TTaHAC HTfthirred 381, Ieht MfAaw Fanfafthde sifde dohet
T & We Ta-He 3R & e TamHe he ™l § A 7 81 | W, ag el &t fo i a1 o fohden
dietTgST fohaT SITE? 3R 379 ahis orifie 8, [Sient dieersst fovar mam 8, at ag TSl &l
g @2 | But at the same time, if you believe in ?justice delayed is justice denied?,
FAg feT 7 B, AT T8t R IS 213w TEET T8 & |1 08 A F, Sgd fhedt ey @t gt
ST ST g AT &f3d foham ST 8 iR ag afe gasiidl # Srar @ ot fohg g thi & sigr =

grge? Kindly look into this matter also. There has to be a timeframe to this.

While reconsidering that penalties are important, another point is that penalties
must not become an excuse to pollute. It is not like that these amendments



advocate a pay-and-pollute principle. That has effectively become pay-and-pollute
principle and that is why it is important that imprisonment must be a possibility at
least for extreme and very, very extreme crimes or mistakes. Sharing of data and
coordination between bodies responsible for addressing ground water pollution,
such as State Government departments, Pollution Control Boards and agencies,
such as CGWA must be encouraged.

While finishing my speech, Sir, I would just like to point out one or two things.
While we are talking on prevention of pollution or checking pollution of water and
environment, we must also talk about saving water. 37 75 aut |, g1 SATSITE bl STt
3d Aglcdd HAT 38 8, AT Ue #H3il Sit 3 3/d S=1aR &l giwor &y ot 1 If Tam not
wrong, as I got to know from the speech of hon. Minister in the other House, the
Rajya Sabha, that he is very happy that the target has been achieved by the
Government of India.

I would like to know what is the target for it. It will be very good if the hon. Minister
gives a clarification and data on this issue.

We humans, 3¢ foha «ft difet o9 ST, T fohast ot seedey &t =1 81 &g, unless and
until we are aware and we are committed to ourselves for gART it S<ica s=7a1 & foh &H
AT oft 5o A A b $Y e ot HE T ST SR 8 g1 ReessT 7 g, a9 &g TTerd)
T8 | 39 W +ff g7 T 9, Fifs we all are public representatives and elected
representatives. So, on behalf of all of us, I would like to convey an overall message
to the nation that we also must support the Government in such an Act, and if such
amendments are coming, which are for the betterment of the society and the
environment, then we also must make a collective effort from our end by checking
pollution and checking crime. Thank you so much. Jai Hind! Vande Matram!

oft ImfARIAMOT g\ f (sred) « A GuTdfa Agled, STST St ugwuT AaRur $iR Ao
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TGHUT &l B, Al Ugel 3¢ aY el Siet 3R thIg &l @sil & STt oY, wifeht ada # g9 foet
TS ST chl STl ht BTh IYch TITH TR 3MTfeh U8 o Y F 10 9IR 34T U e 15 A
IYY ek i T UTGe= & |




HeIed, BT AT 8 foh STt UgWUT & UehR 9 glaT 8 | Ueh df ATFa 3R GERT UTpideh ®9 9 |
T GG &5 At 8, STt aR18 &7 & Siaifa 37T § | 39 SraraT, fUss SHuel- smawdt,
TR, RGrRIR, TREYR & G1Y-A1 3 S-Ug Wl 311d 8 | BAR T8I 5Ia A 9 # a16 ATt
g at gt 7R FHwn dar o &t 8, S8 foharT Sl BHel T U T, $9h AIY-ATY ST
# TR UgNUT gt ST 8 |

gHeIg QR 331 T, 39 uew &t R ot dad gy & A w3l St ok ¥R & =g foh @
Tt gieRe fRfa & e & fog R G9di &5 & siard St fUes s-ue §, & siarfa s areft
AT 7Y & 1 foFAR TR S e SHTeR) 3R UTHT @bt ekt ol UATY fohadT ST | g9 1T @ foh
B T A aTell 916 ¥ 3 g9k R T § AT S & SR 1 Hwea | fohat & st i oft
G Bl It & | 519 a8 2021 # a1 o oft, t & T gt war o7 | ggf § <@ ot o wiat &
THM SR 7 J 98 T o | Ut (R F TRepR Y ST H21 8, H IR a9 A g foh afe
STel UENUT ahl JehT &, Y 59 dXE & ched IoM gil |

gfIY # WRd TREHR § Ig AT X g4, # 39 fael o1 gHefa ahear § ok /3 urdf +ff 39 faw
T gAY Rl |

o9 avg 9, AR &3 H# 3d-1 SuTe1 Uy g foh afe I8 Aeh o1 e fohar ST 8, g dl &
T R R WR Ty sifee Y STt 919 gl 8, SY S91Y A1 difch ART # STeA-Si-id 91 &t gieg 7 &
g |

g & a1y # 59 9 o1 gAY wea gu Srue aroft et frm 3ar § |

Sgd-dgd ¥4gdiq |

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE (BARAMATI): Sir, I am in a dilemma and I
hope the Chair will guide me and the hon. Minister in his reply will give clarification
for all of us because he is a very effective Minister. Even if I am in opposition, I must
compliment him. 31 &t 3T a1 918Y | He is a very competent Minister.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: He is a very competent Minister.

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE: I can expect a little more of him because
he is very competent, but the Bill he has brought is not making me feel that
confident. I would ask him some questions. I am not taking away from the intent.
As 1 always say, 1d &% 9XhR &l 3/t gidt & | But what matters is how you
implement it and what the outcomes are.

I appreciate the Bill but I feel it is like a toothless tiger because it really has no
power and I would like to make some comparison. I would like to take it back to the
National Water Academy, Central Water Commission St g1 # g, R afea e A gt g



| This is a very good academy but the problem in this academy is that it does not
have enough staff. How is this Government mapping pollution and water? I think
we need to start from the base. 39 # g ST I3, 31 TRBR T hTll, I T ],
Jg Td g | Has the Government mapped all the pollution? StHett fopdlt off =gedoR &
311 STaT @ foh this is red or this is green. So, whenever I visit the National Water
Academy, the first complaint is that they do not have enough staff. What is the role
and the scope of this entire Commission? What is the outcome of this Commission?
Today, this question is related to this Bill.

The first impact that comes to me is on cooperative federalism. 4R QR 839 #
Arun Jaitley ji?s entire focus used to be on cooperative federalism. He was a great
supporter and a champion of cooperative federalism every time. After Arun ji,
must say that this Government is not as proactive in cooperative federalism as it
used to be. Now, this entire Bill is actually taking away a lot of powers from the
States. That is very, very alarming to me. There is a sort of an unsaid rule that
comes to my mind. By taking away the power from the States to reject or to accept,
[ appreciate your standardization, such things should be standardized, is it going to
be crony capitalism? It is something that worries me.

HON. CHAIRPERSON: If the House agrees, we may extend the time of the House
till this Bill gets passed.

SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SADANAND SULE: Sir, if the State takes a decision, the Centre
will supersede it. I am playing devil?s advocate in this situation. What if there is a
State which may be of a different ideology than yours? Let us not make this law
where it is a tug of war between the two different ideologies and the outcomes will
be hurting the industry.

I come from one of the most industrialised States in the country. So, we support
the industry and I am never ashamed of saying that this is good. g% gl gl a8y,
3h! FUIE AT §F A18Y, because they create wealth and jobs. All the jobs cannot be
done by the Government. The Government also creates jobs like it has brought
Mudra, but the industry also contributes extraordinarily in creating wealth and
jobs. So, we must support them. My question to the Government is how will they
manage this balance between the States and the Centre.

The other thing is that it is completely anti-federal now. I just seek clarification. I
understand from whatever I have read in the Bill that your intention is that the
Chairman will be decided by the State, but the rules and regulations will be decided



by you. There is no nomination or any role. I just seek clarification on that point.
The second thing is that you are talking about imposing a penalty of Rs. 15 lakhs
and the punishment has been removed. I am a big supporter for removing
imprisonment because by putting people in jail, solutions do not come out. There
are so many companies involved in financial frauds.

379 ST H 3T &d €, sich g SITdT ¢ 3R 98 S9RT Sidf | g1 3gdT 8 | So, I feel some
financial frauds need to be brought up in this House. There are so many intelligent
minds sitting on both the sides and I want to ask them if imprisonment a solution
to every crime. Three days ago, in the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Bill which was passed, there is a provision for fine of Rs. 1 crore if there is a
syndicate which is involved in copying. I am not asking for imprisonment at all. I am
against that. But the whole point is that if you copy, the fine imposed is Rs. 1 crore,
but if you pollute, it is so less.

Can we at least connect it to the size of the pollution? It could be a very big
organization which is just polluting. It could be a big multinational which is
polluting. I foIg 15 @M@ 0 $© el 8171, 3 *R &7 3R 3 ekl STE | So, can you
explain to us the mechanism to control this pollution? In my Parliamentary
constituency, there are two places where pollution is reaching an all-time high. One
is Ujjani and there is another place called Kurkumbh which is a chemical area. All
the big boys have invested there. A lot of pharmaceutical companies are there.
There is always a tug-of-war. hHf¢hd hrU-IST hgd! & foh gA B TTerd gl fohdT |
q1ER okl fham srgdt & foh ag ugfia urt 8 ok gt Sfie @=rer gt w6t 8 | What are the

checks and balances for this?

The other big gap which I feel is missing in this is urbanization. Sir, you see
buildings are coming up everywhere. All the sewage coming out of all the societies
goes untreated. Khadakwasla Dam is one of the biggest dams in Pune city which
supplies drinking water to Pune city.

All the people who are living in new societies or coming over there and there is no
control on the sewage. I have spoken to the hon. Minister and he has been very
indulgent and helpful in supporting Pune Municipal Corporation in solving that
problem. So, why should this be limited only to industry? Why can we not expand
the role to all these municipalities because municipalities today are getting away
with murder on polluting. Pune city today is destroyed because of urbanization.
Mumbai water is destroyed because of urbanization.



Urbanization is a huge opportunity. With bridges and metros, the cities do get
made. But if the city has a beautiful metro, beautiful bridges, beautiful roads, and
polluted water, what is the point of it? The whole game of this infrastructure does
not help. So, I request the hon. Minister to clarify some of our doubts. If he clarifies
it, we will be happy to support him because I trust the Minister. I am not sure about
the whole Government, but I am very confident that he is a very good and a kind
Minister. So, he could kindly clear our doubts and ensure that industries, societies
and buildings are held accountable. There has to be a mass movement in this
country about awareness. I moved a Private Members? Bill on this because drinking
water is somebody?s basic right.

In 21* century there is so much artificial intelligence. I would like to make one last
point. In farming we are using a lot of Al To check pollution, is it possible to use
Artificial Intelligence? We are using it in Baramati. We are trying Al with Oxford and
Microsoft to help us improve farming and improving growth and development. Is
there a possibility that the same technology can be used for water? I just want
these small clarifications.

Thank you.

oft kg TS (RfcmeaR): gmafd S, a8 STt SN HEA A>T T 8, T§ STd UGNl o 1Y
YUch I@dT & | Ig Jgd SThUTY ahl a1d & foh IR-GR e AR Shad! ¢ foh sffer saaen #
31ToT fa%g T 9 T § wifch I8 @ & AT AT UL foh Uguur & HHe H oft 31T gHRT WRd
31 U oy T3 99 ghT € | Al T UguUT il 1 e df g1 H 99 10 STEdid 6R, et 9
AT oft ST Bt SREA F ST 8T 8, 3H YR ot € 1 IS Stet ugwur Y a1d &Y, at Aifa
AT 7 T o Ru # ahqe foham 8 ok gfAar sk & 122 derf A Sigh STeT ugwun gan
i AT 8, 39 122 &oif # §f3ar 1 Y6 120 i 8 | 9 o whgar ¢ o ggi 70 ufaerd
WY dfex afg ga NI &, at a8 gAR Sitad & oy gferes & | 7, Sadh g9 99 gum o< &,
of T & ST 40 B9IR fAfeeh @ o1 Rdst S & 1 g A Sigt @ 86 gun & fog o &, &
g ag o 31 ¢ o IRl a_es ugfid Z1m & SR 39 Ugf¥d SInT H 9 ©6 dadrsil &l guid € |
g fhat g@ AT S1d 8 |

R, o # off guR dhediy uguur fdsor i 3 e & o 10 el F 9% 11 ®3 &, St aga
UefSa & | I At # 9Rrel, s, efAd), @=Ei, ART wRief € | 98 9gd g@ R ara @ fh
TR ATl &1 321 ¢ 3R 39 Afeat & dr # gw o Afeat # &= & fom dede frar g &,
Tg I8 S 1 §l, =6 GAR BRI ol &, SH ST W 5 |



e hafedT U & AR Al # a1 dfex distel | fSidHT1 I8 &arT SeidT 8, 8HRT YR &2

IGH § dhael 13 Ufard s @t gt die R UTdT & | g Sl g9 e e g ) 8, 399 & ot
eI T AT, WR, S ek h1 T UHTE gl 8T 87 Hh! UHd AR <l R US T 8 | 31T S5
AT, hiciT, guersied st dteRai gt % & | 89 T 39 3raw ok ufgw et 7 21 % §
foh SmefAeh & SRoT fhaT s gt 36t € | g5 <@ 8 foh SR wer & &l ¢ arf i %8 €,
e wRISRe d U g & | 29 SRUT A Y freh B i 8 @ & 3k 2 FRur
36 3T AfSehel R Igd @ AT US W@ 8 |

Tgied, 39 eof & & sgd gfder & 91y ug e 9 & af 2017 & ges RAlé & g @ ug
sarar a7 A7 foh g 2017 & TR & 97 179 & T 21,000 uHdies ufd 100 fAefieier
hiehed SaiiRaT e a1 | av 2021 7 I8 & a1 | a9 2021 # I ©IH R |f 717 | Ig hichet
JRIRAT 21,000 ¥ 91¢ &R 31,500 TAHEA Ufd 100 TH.T. At | I8 fohda g@ S ard @ |
3G aracie H TR ot e auerarEr TrEdt & | ag wedt & foh s g 8, 3a wfa g8 @
| /T TTfy g% 87 a9 2018 # S uguuT =T atE &t 351 uieygds WIS At ok adf 2022
# @gl 351 UlegesT ¥ost 311 81 7Y | S §T1 81 hH g1 | 38! ahl olehe 3 G 81 3@ & foh IR
grel & 351 9 311 8t 77T | g3t T & foh 38 Aoy ORehR ol 3o+ tis g T8t =gy,
Sfceh 3MMueht 3R Hefeh gt ST =1iey | gEfifeiy, 5w srdem shed O, St foh sirexofta gfvmn Sit 4
gl foh gaAR St w31 Sft 8, 37 9ot & ufa garr 9= §, «ifch IAaT St favmT g, a8 o/ qafaror
Y &1 & forg 16T 8, afesh SeT famT ot Ieit <Y &m ot AT & gent 8, dfes Jei <t
2eTT 81 3R I8 ST § 3R e fFerasdst fierd S, Sied foererarsT fierd 916 | 8 O
9T qaiaRor TR&T0T @ §C R 31e IENT o GREUT T fANIT & gerT & | I8 & Hehall & foh @
g oo 8, SAfIY IehT FAT-IoT fohat ST 38T 8 | SR 37eh arufl & gaAR ufd evgdr gidl, gd
el &, df QM 36 Ueh 3R LAfeRIITe! AT fAerdr oik 3= ok arfa fAerdt | R, oar T8t
BT, Hlfch & ool § | Tool eHfeRkl g & ATd I6 Yeh AR HATTI 3R Geh hASIR LT hl
Srer faeht § |

R, g9 2018 H AT M A T g IGT A1?? (TIYUT) g1 dierq SfST | g7 77 9 & S1d R B &
| TRT <hY 91 @ gAY | 27H1R 71? R A fhd i Iud @Y o {4y, o T gt @1 87 av
2018 & ?==1fA 7? & foar mam ? out of the 10 river systems in the world, the river
Ganga carries 93 per cent of the plastics which ends up directly in the oceans. sga
IR Tt Sedc wicq & 981 R @ & 1? (SFIYH) 31U 39 IR | 927 & dfow | & g
HATAT g | 29I T1? H 31 1T 12,000 RS U @ fohy € | foha Hids Siede wiicH
P Tg! X @ 8, SUhI f[daxur ISy |

Heied, 39 1Y gl WY # 3Heh! AR fSHERT thes R TR g1 STef1 =18 g | Al 777 o e
R Igd-8 BI-BI¢ IeENT §, BI-BIE RIS & 17 (Taer)

Sir, I am not yielding. ? (Interruptions) No, I am not yielding. He is not quoting a
Rule.



HON. CHAIRPERSON: Rudy ji, he is not yielding. You can speak later.

? (Interruptions)

off 7Rg MM : AT T & q¢ W Tgd W IR 8, hffchdd SSEIN 8, Wil BIHa &, SFITse
3SEIVT oMfe & BIE-BI¢ ITT & | 3ah! Y 31T 5T} TR T AT 8 af 37! oft Aeg
e, T =8y, shise =ey, eerlciol AMMRY | §HfIG UH-UH BI¢ Jeilvl et df A T Tai
R Gahd ¢ T ATSehT, HIfSTH 3R W §8XIST bl UfAsT 781 e Tohd & | U BIe 3R AeH

I el che TR T Heg hilt gH g |l SI=-1 a1gd & | 91y &1, # I8 g1 9rgar g fh 3
g3 I TR fha Tachd @ 1o AoR &7 | 3771 iR F U T Igd ST giar & 3R
Igd IR $SKT YA BT € | TR, AT T ad F87 iR AFherdaRT &iie, ehes iR ffAfcs
$O Bl HeHl Ugel IgTe g3, f9ed gar fAfeas &7 SiwR a1 Utser™ giar 8, fSaenT Arferen
IghTafd €, a8 321 Hl thadl g | T8 IR Wic WR ohg AR T FATRET W&, I8 89 ST
TTEd & | W, A9 dt I8 foet IT TRAR i dTehd hl ShH e Il &, SAfch 39k Sif &l T e84
g ot hadER h R RER G iR g g IS gt F A QUYL 8, T@IARF4H B |

It says, ?Provided that the Central Government, by notification in the Official

Gazette, exempt certain categories of industrial plants from the provisions of this
sub-section?. & heTRIST i AT §, ST DI A=l Aol g | el TdT e, FHhI i TdT ol
g | g5, 9= 5 H Ig 8 fah Section 5 says, ?Notwithstanding anything in this Act, the
Central Government in consultation with the Central Board, may, by notification in
the Official Gazette, issue guidelines on the matters relating to the grant, refusal or
cancellation of consent by any State Board?. dt &ig-dta & 3 Fifefthche ettt ok e
1€ 3 3R HIE sheH o, St gent HoR T8l & af Re ai€ A WMAF a9 e Gahd & | 3afag
g A9 Aot € | gH al 39 IR faerur Trgh foh R w82 1 ug urferarde <t Afcdh afet =gt
87 o TRPR TR-IR X A S et 8, 3R T T Afch1 3rAiRE et Tadie & fohelt
HHEARY i 2 A § a7 Sirde okl ot & 3 € ok Fa-dfiw & ol Afefhdhm P e gt

S T JGA 31T et o g1 T8l Mot fefthdhe & gRT &) @1 & |t &7 T wet W R
forg &2 o g T8l iR At feele oA & fg 82 59 @l &t A6l 971 @ €, &7 heRiet foree el
R Ig 8 | ARl | ¢ foh foa & SR S1ded o8y | Give us the list of the categories. What
are those rules? Why do you not put them in this Bill? That is what we want. ¥R,
eIy &H U@ 918d & foh SR IS TRAR T oot 1 -To & | GaH 4 3R R 5 F hal
7@l ferar foh ?Provided that the Central Government in consultation with the State
Government?. 3TUeh! TSI &AT & dt hifSig, ste Afefthehe Reprerar € @t Rarfeg, dfea
T AR & 1Y hiee?H P h al Shifoly | T AT TR & ol 6, TS I8! heT’t &l
TISTHE &t oh folU? T ISy TReR &1 T8l § foh dfer, &Y We o1 fawy g, 39 faw sifftherer
Fifeftherer = & fIg? 31U 39 UhR & A T o1 I 87 SR MMUh! Idd H STel UGHUT i
feiar gidY at e dget Uleye ehghel aie 3R W UTieg eheldl 1S chl Joldd ohd | ggi TR St



Ug Red 8, IRl 9IRd | SR 37T G99 | ddh 8id dl Ugel Uieg cheld dis 3R R Glege
Shelel aS oht 3R WS &d | 3R 31U Heigd # Taeh gid a1 REd W &= &d | e, dfex
UTergRM, gTewie, Afsfol foraehr Iecia it Sit = fhar 8, 39 &R & &d |

3id H SR ATY TIHT | Fddh gid al hufid fofedt R eam d | 3 St Af9r= &g 8, 39ch ot
R dtdie & wToR, R el § w6, o I go 9 wa 71 3, o R T
T MY 3T 3R dAlehd TRXAR & dig H, ANT & &g H fohg TR T 1GTRAT Hal?

3R 37T 39 R h A Ad &, dt TS SHART &2, FSIaehl St gt ST 3@t 8, 98 W 3R

TEAeAROT B T@T 1T | 3 GHAT ehl AeAoR IWd §Y 31U Ueh 31 i aTd, 7 o 341 heiR
STt 31T T 38 8, SYh! AT, 39T g9 OR Aty axd § |

ggdiq |

oft moter g (Fa=): Imafa dgied, # (S ueuuT faror ok o) dertes fAdaes 2024 @,
St IS F9T @ UTRA glens Tgi WR AT H3fl St gRT <17 7137 8, §9Y A o folg @er g g
|

weied, & A w50 Sft t emETe 3T e § 5 SR U agd 8 "eayu [d9ae 59 9ed
# ugd fhar ¢ | 39 fadae 6 a9 @9 a1d g & foh Sgi (STt ugwur Faror sk o)
Geite fagres, 2024 gafaRor el TRE0T Ua A 3R JgrHt ahl oft TRETUT Ue S |

HEleT, 399 vgwuT 0T St & sremer & fgfery ufehar ot oft fewRre= fopar mam & 1 oA
SETUfaT et ST T 8% T AT, SieT ST Sl X I@dT T, ST Hfekd &g S[AT ol UTae fohar
TIT 8 | S9H 9e9 Agaqul a1 Ig ¢ o St AT iy ghN, a8 gafarur TRefuT Sy H# ST
StraEft |

Agley, 39 dt ug o1d 9g! ¢ o Sier dfdym it aradi gt & IR Iy o fAwy g, wfch dhe
AR i &l ¥ 31fdeh Isg 3R Ul fGer uRue # derey uiRd ad & df I9H &igA a4 o
PR Fg THR ht & | 30 ToT MfAfFa Wfrum & srgede 252 & W 1 & SIIER0T
3riq 3rg, fagR, Tortd, gRarur, fgrrad udsr, Swy g SR, hfeen, e, Heg ude, A,
AgRT SR ufge dmrer S Isat o T uRkvel A JeRrar URdTg Utk ehich 9ol 8 | 39 srfafaas
T 3116 31eATY 3R 64 URTU § | ohg TRBR A 39H AT forar ok gqent TRneq f[qekes dax 318
£ 1 399 aneft Ios St TaYE &, 39 uraur & IR B & gar ¢ 1 oreft ke S Tt e | &, g3t
T g foh ag e & foriedt € 1| O I8 uegd fohar 8 | 1 o faehre F e ot stevd
&l 82 gTeTifch ag s JeT o foty o 3@ & SR BI I <l 1d U@ @ o | Hislar sfafAaw
# faf9r= guerarer urau RufRa fhg g &, St ada™ & A & 91 | 9RT1 20, 32 3R 330 &
ded SRt fohy Qg FA&RT o1 Ieeio aheed TR Iecia-chd! ahl i HgiH ddh <hl cha a1 JHH & &fd
foraT ST Tepdr AT | 9RT 30 3TR 31 U ohl Ioxied e UR Ueh ITA ohl 3@ o forg Efsa fomar i
gepdT AT | T 31afY i Ueh a¥ a1 B8 HelH 9 A ol g7l | 38 B ITel deb JGM™T Sl ehdT g




| I TR FAMT AT ST GehdT 8 | A fathetdt STRY &<t ¢ at sifaRer gwfam oft @rvman s
HhdT & | U & & foly Uia §9IR IUd deh ohT SATHT ST ST dehdT g | Y fatherar St
B WR 39 fAmadt &t aieft sgxM & a1e fhar S1ar & | afe Ifeifad fAwerar giv Rfg & aria
% 91C Teh aY chl I1afd T 37T STRY gl § ot &t UTg STF UR STuRTeft & hRTET <hl Ioim ghift,
ST &t 91T § A gl gN | 39 T ITA dch IG/T ST 9ehdT @ |

HEIe, T8 ST hoR HIE o, gd aomd IR Iei ot 9t HfearE gt @t oft | gart TR
H GO Y M AR, T I5T 9T & UTRT Sech iich TT H AAehe TS & | ST UgW0T &
Aoy SR T sifaffee 1974 & yxarfad denes # Agayqul uRad 59 UaR 8- 59
TENUT =0T i€ & Sreger i Fgfay & adids SiR divardr Y Yen THE S SR withar &
gRAfga oA & fog FeiRa fhar mar g 17 onft 9ok SreT-SrerT I & W 8, STerT-3reT
UNUT 1S 39 §Y 8, 3T axich oh Sk [aH S 8l

TR, a1 UGNUT hl Ak & Fgsor srfafaas 1974 & ural <l Jeeta AT IR U &
U [uifaes Sifdent gRT ST @ e fAuerar ST | greifes < ent wnfig ok Tanfera
F & g gd ggafa & defda sfafaas 6t arr 25 $iR 26 & dgd 8R Ieeigd & & Ak &
fT 4R 25 3R 26 & dgd IS & YT hl SRR TG chl STTaYhdT g, STt SITURISh
1A ot TR AT & | 3TH UG fohaT T § | &RT 25 3R 26 & dgd IS &l
TG Ueh A8 &RT 45(F) STeleh? fAger SQ | orRT 20, 24, 32, 33T, 42, 457 3R 48 T
Gafq Iectal bl 31gTerd § SifAgie & @F R fA<iig 8 & SmuR R fAues &1 urae fohar
T g | H AT g o U8 Igd WRIEHIT e § | 59 A1 H3il Sit fdet # ureer @i g g |

HEled, Ig YA B¢ Ryl & AT RIET & 2 ! @H e T 3R ATUR e T ST
FI e F U dheH ¢ | UATiad <3 i IeeieHl # SIS o Idied & 51 Iewieel
e Tep fRare oft arfaa git |

T gt 9t =g &l J Ufcharail ol Geh TH &A1 &7, d1fch SEIT chl hd STeT-STeRT STuTel-1
1 UTT 7 AT US | g dTehs H Yeh Igd 37T heH 3511 1 § | TE o1d el & foh STt Geh
g1 fAwg & | STeT UguUT, STeT el ER&T0T 3R Il § Feher aTet Siet a1 diede & 8t I8 9gd
g2 fawg 8 | gARY TRehR A, AR AHHIT Gt H3il Sff 3 38 agd WeRar 9§ foram 3R 31 S
IfeRt H3ITeTd <Al T foha, Sietsita M AT 91 | 3814 UrHt & TReor & fag 75 sryd
TRIeR I o foIq &= FSiet | I uraer foham, I8eh sigd Areder uRomH g g | 37l ot S @t
o7 o 29 o gRumH €2 A w30 Y g9 Stare 3 | g=ars ag @ ok wig-ig # gaer
STeREE $HT TAR g3 foh SRETd & Tt &t e Aeat SITG, STt IRfard foham SITg $iR sryd
IR ggd redeh aiich § R A H g MY ¢ | & A1 g foh o et & q@dt famemy &t
WHR §, Ig1 I Ufid TgaT gl e ghmr iR 8t Tovel & o a8t o et 3§ 7S gt |

STgl ek AHIA 717 FISHT T FaTel 8, df FHIA 7717 Gt | 9gd sgaR adich @ A I BT 8 | |
TR TS St & ehg1 gl §, a9 2004 & 2014, TH Hiell deh ITehl TR At 3R & @refl o
g ot gige &, § +ff GiEg 9, cifch 9 a8 &Y hlg AT S &l wedt ot his Tard =8l gar |

T @ Irg UgHUT i Ak & AT g HFRIR IURT T 7Y, 7 Sl TgWUT Y Akt & g i




HRIR U oy 7Y | AT I I ST T HIH T g3 | 37151 Tgi WR ST 9 &g @ 8, dfh
3! faRty e 81 8, s9feu Aty R @ & | 9T 7 & G&y § Ueh 919 & S A1 H31
St & g foh 361 agd o fona 8 1 St & SReror # MR Aiged AU | STeirdl & 75 ad
BN R 9RA & 75 dfex IIEIST i IHTR TTSH hT ol a7 74T | I9H Yoh-al UI5ed gAR 7
yer F off € |

T 7 A Fgraeh Afedi ATl § | AR SAleh IHT &5 AT, Heg USRI 8 | THY T 3R FaA1 74,
g T 28R o UTY Fehetdl § SR STTe TN A& # TRWRIST | fAerdt § | 31ST dagf sigd 981 /7
# Sagpnft gt 12, T ugid 81 T & | I diede hY fohar Se? ot | FTeRedT T &t
T @ & Sedc gAR 3T I8y & qrgHEt seRuiy off s Al Sft 919 &, Igiw a9 fohar o |
qTehs § 8 3 A1 § | 98 30 B Teh Aiset a8y & g | 9t il o1 39 avg @ Y TReo
foram ST TerdT 87 BTeTifeh ag AHeT AT w3t it & fAvmT & et gon w6l §, U8 e AfeRT
HATTT okl fawa g | I8t 39 & | STeT TR0 & HH | I1d & Wl 8, STeT UGNl & HHA § a1
B @1 & | 3T Fad 92T fawy gg g foh gt S & - Stel TR aga 1= S 28T 8 9k ugfvd
ST 37T IGT & | 37T 3Yifely AR ueme d@3i1 St Setsitad M & Aareag @ g R & 99 T 5

UgT, G I Al @l 9 & g e, gen AR o181 Sifvam @R 3 F I 38 € | 9gd 9%
Hich ¥, 31 deh AT 11 &S § SATeT W H I J STef Ugd Gehl o | W <leh GA7 & o
IIURFR ¥ Geh-Teh TMid H, Geh-Ueh TR H cT I el Ugd & [l A1 6 BIR IS IUY I Teh
ThIT T 6t 8, ST T 70 G¥e G gt Iohl 8 | 3 aTel 999 H 51 98 G gift, aa g| @t
I g VTSI JUSAeY I I h1H R kil | dTchs H IeINT oh THET hiSATS & | IENT A SIt
U STt FeherdT 8, 98 hol 9 chol @ ATl # UgTdar 8 | IHehT TREUT §IHT T11RY, IHehT dicHe
BT AT | ORI ST BIeT 3371 62 UHE STt I IUANT EicHe STt 9 X 38T & | gAR Tgi
gIclifch 4 T¥c O § | &7 <hl STETE 17 e §, AT Ul AR U A 8, 4 8l U<ic & | g8
el - hel UHT & TREIUT o IR H H} T AT TS | GARY TR dgax a<ich I STH hIH i
g | # Frgdn g foh 38H 3R Ay ¥ d g uray™ g S¢ | & 39 e o @ g @
UL AT § 3R AT H3fl St &l Sgd-siga ¥gare Rl § |

oft fommaes TsvE T (ReR-Rigg): Tmufa Agied, 59 9 & A1egw @ 97 & T
Tyl v fRehs & folg ST & | 317t a7y UeNuT agd deil & dedl T T 8, 395 ar-
1Y ST UGWUT ft Ia-1t gt doit & I&dT ST 8T & | Gl UGN o gORUMT A Sita TR gidl
g | W STarg UgyuT &l fawsia aRumd 99 vt A @ Adiy Sfaa wR gl @1 8, 39
-1y grTfSieh Sftad aR f gl gt @18 |

AT T3 Agled A STt faet AT §, ITehT g9 T 181 it | Afch-T AR1 oM ST B foh
29 fael ol 3TST HSR 9 ahd gQ UTfeiamiedl shAdt & urd st 3R 39 R IR I=f &2 | UguuT &
fEeTh 3R yaferur &5 § s oA dTel Taaucd ohl I 39 forel o A1e0H ¥ ot i Saedehal
gl



gHTufd Hgiey, W dieR Uleg™ H e dig & gid & | AFa [ffd dfer diege™ ga 1R
AT T A1feq | ATa [T dfex diege ot ST AT GEhRT & <hl ahifRIeT afe 9 faa &
H1egH G il & dl JHe ST a7 SAATET & |1 dgd 97 T8 8l S |

QAR FEled, 8 SR Uieyes SSXIT gl 8, hffichet hadt gt & | OF hfiichet hardiT |
T Wie A I SaLTehdl gidT & | 3R G519 U8, #R &3 IR § did URYRH <h
FHRfhe wic &, agi ¥ g af Wi a6 § ugfia urt 7 & sier s @ Sug w9 |
HBfergl 7R STt § SR < bl AR off Tg et uedt @ | 310, urerer foiet & aider St argt
hifichel $8%¢T & | I8T THg 9T & g, Jgi +ff Ot ff gt & 1 urit vgmor & g
3 dt AFER SteH h HUR STET ¥ SATET §RT 38R e ITell UGNUT STl UGHUT gidT & | 89 it
UGHUT cht ekt oh folq RIfRIT et T STaTehdT @, S ST <hl ST hdT & |

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Member, please conclude.

? (Interruptions)

o} oI vTsTa Ied : gumufa Aeley, A Rumd ey ok IoTw SiY Isal e
SR T ST ATEd 8, Afch g8eh! SR daf IR &7 # g1 | SThT 3HeT R &1 H g
Il ¢ | 3R U IR T bt UfHE et chl SSITT GEhRT & Sl I dUR &hd & df aikt
A TTeT 3R S ST | O et LT SR U [T o1 Agd SMexuiig Teriast Tg At
S = gEemaT € sHifey IR AEIE TR diside {IF fohar | 31Tt 39 €1 s STel WR g Ut
STEAIRT 8, THT Ut &7 hl TSI STeT UGNUT et Tl ATl Shl ShRTATH &, UHT BT gl el &
|

HON. CHAIRPERSON: Hon. Member, please conclude now.

? (Interruptions)

oft fommae 9TIRIa Tad : AUl Ag1ed, Afchd St BY TAT8 oh aTet 8, IUch HUR SIt A
FRATS BT AIMRY | 3R T §9IR 30, T%E §OIR 0 7T 3R T G df U I[ATE S aredt
3R M SITER, TG 7 8 | 399 Srdiefty SrufRE Tashidt ol T | 3ot 39 foe & waShié ot
g foegpat ToE 78 gor | fEurdde it % & 98 FIE SHfthER o1 STQ & Uwsg g9k +ud
F et Y TRy, 39k foiy STt Sifthar SITQeT, IYeh! TTe & fIT 3AT-a41T 817, 98 &
SATGT BT | hd SWTg UR OHT Y gl UehdT & foh STFeETeny HtheR Iqch JWR hRaTs R Tehd &
| 3R SIRATS & RIATH TASIE & U Y, T SHIThaR & fRAATh ST T hRaTs ohedl? 39 oft
ST T STTagehdl & | U=IdTE |




ADV. A.M. ARIFF (ALAPPUZHA): Sir, thank you for allowing me to speak on the
Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill, 2024 on behalf of
CPI(M).

Sir, all of us know that the amount of clean water sources on Earth is alarmingly
decreasing. According to the WHO report, many people do not have access to clean
water. But the trend of polluting drinking water sources is increasing. It is a truth,
Sir. It is important to keep the drinking water clean. But at the same time,
industrialisation should also take place for the growth of the country. The State
Pollution Control Boards are working to reconcile these two goals. For this purpose,
the Government of Kerala has started an initiative known as ?Haritha Keralam?,
that is, the Green Kerala Project. Under this, various activities are going on in the
State of Kerala.

18.36 hrs (Shri Rajendra Agrawal in the Chair)

Sir, almost every State of our country is promoting ease of doing business. So, we
should understand one thing. All the matters relating to water conservation except
inter-State water conservation, come under the State jurisdiction. It is
unconstitutional to encroach upon the powers of the State Pollution Control Boards
beyond what is stated in a general standard. Sir, this Bill is actually drafted in such
a way that it interferes with the guidelines of the State Pollution Control Boards.
The Central Pollution Control Board shall not be empowered to cancel the license
granted by the State Pollution Control Boards. Therefore, the State Governments
are the main stakeholders, and they are the real owners of the water bodies in the
States. So, bringing any amendment against the interests of the State
Governments means concentration of the power at the Centre.

Sir, after this Government came into power, the Central Government has enacted a
lot of legislations on various matters falling under the jurisdiction of State
Governments as specified in the Constitution. I am not going into much detail
because of the time constraint. So, I am of the opinion that this legislation should
not be passed now. This should be sent to the concerned Standing Committee
again for further discussion. With these words, I conclude my speech.

Thank you.



ofY g AT Siefler (SMRETE): AT i Sft, fUss o § A siffg emg St

TR =g dfgdt, 2023 ot e 3y & | I9H fae U8 3 o1 o o7 foh 3R lg Mgl =
T & 3R YeriiSe # 9i+ arelT 7R T, $T8aR MHT 741, 8% 47 fhddl 3R aoig & Il T af 39
forg 10 d1et <l T T UTaYT AT | 37 WR F S« IGeh! fARer gar dt A gt fob 39 Aeh 4 €
| 319 3T STeT (FENUT fRaRor R fFason) deiee Rdas dAax oy €, 39 sieR Na ot 18
A dTet AT & 31T It fSfohfA-enss o= @ & | TafiSe at &t @i o off9 i ard off «fces
Giege @ Y 39 ot 7R a1 & | 5T 9T fhdw @ OR uedr @, 39 3y off 3 § SFa § |
319 39 faet o SIRY shgAT 9184 & foh 10,000 39T T 15 ARG IUY deh g YRT, Teid AT,
T AT QY | Y 3<S] g T S & fobh SRIER TR W uiege™ 3R ygfarur gk agd
g3t AT a1 qg1 &9 a1 8 | 3y Y SeRAA SR A Adel hithAS 3¢S hd & | TH ol
& I 8T ¢ foh g at o €1 =1fey | g U HeT 8 i ufd @il # sremRAd, I iR
SIRehdT giH1 =118 3R 3HfIY TRAR i 34 TR® dgd SATET AT & hl ST 3 |

3TST 39 420 & 3 YAARIRAC 3R Ul Relde 3G it g8 o & forg M4 fesgmer s
Tq € | forelt = oft e F&T o1 o hadt 39 399 IR AURE SIcH FATY S, wifch 3t &
fosgree agd 3rsT &M &R 3@ § | BART AU g gAY & foh 319 gHehT Thlu Frm ST 3R
59 I HIdT §, 37h T oft ot A S & | SR &7 faa & IR & 97d e &, at
TRM-48(1), [geh 3ier 3iTthasT 919 Ta-de f3uréde & dgd U= Ig gl & foh SR s
TRERT fA9TT 277 ATH) T Iooiod hedT € df 39 82 3ATh < f2urdde R RarE gt | a8
HRaTS g1 93) ghift fan St @ 9ifts € feurdde €, ST Shael Tah A ot St af e St €, 38
&1 TS | 3R UGI e AT TG, Y ehig st ekl AT Ut I SEehT Jeete ! 8, df &H
AT & 6 onudh Ve i § Jeot a1 ofan & fheft SR gurarsor a1 id-Aie A9oR &t Aifed
SIAT g | TR 31U WK feurdde 7 g3 Sifh & feurdde ol sraprseae agv @ &, dt forsdt st
ST AT thadt oh ARSI SRIRGRR AT TRA ht §4ch dgd ol STRIYT g1 ST ST HehdT 87 a=AT
39 hgdl foh 781, MUt off uah 7 6 e ot 2 QfSwm SR Are @ gt stree | ?
(caaym)

A1 SfY, A gr & ot § SR ag HeT fhet Sifd, Aeigd @ dreqen 8 @dT & | A7 9gd uifafed
TSl <@ §Y & | H Ul USNhR AT | ST TUIRN Sif AT IR AT 8, df HERIY # 98 gHY™ ¥
HATIT ST 8 | # STe haR ol o, df @RT shgd & foh 781 9184, & gAR 9+ & 21 8, Mol Sft
Y 7l o1 forgst g7 Afeal # & axd € | foR off 317U lg S e 8T MY | 3T FTaelE Mt
Qe Uififed Saeiude g1 S8 gl | @ ohl Aeldr 8 | 7R 31U+ 2reR SiRmaTe A sifdfthirae
e, UIgd ST STTd 8, ¢ &HTY ST g 3R 3 Jfddl st Ik 37 STeTd ¢ | g Teh AT
JATRAY o1 AT ¢ foh Tgi R 39 g 1 JeaTd & i AT |1 8 |

HAHART G9TUfd : HUAT RIS 2 |

off ToE SAATST STelldl : W, A I TE 8 [P AT R MAT A TAS @ & | I e I 3717 &
@ g, 98 Uieges & a1 78t &7 oy st ok A, sah e g Us g fRuréde &t &, Agr- R
Utferertaft &t 8, TR urferchral &t @ | 31U U g UieR & foh oMy 327 wR # 37U+ W SiEd ot



g g foh I3-98 T, Tial # Top e Ty 3R 3179 ¢ foh ST 5ieT 34 84 & 3@ 8 o
fSrehT SRR AR 8t 8T 8 foh s e 9 | af 77 & ST ST 347 @7 8, T g At UicgeH 1Al g,
I IR H SR &E | TR 3MUA GG &5 & IR # # MUeh! Sarar g | $iRameng gk Ufaeie fé 8
| 3rtar, UaliT, AR & 41 qrar & a:fF & fog bt omd € | Y & vIRul @ gag veiTse Iavd!
&, o7 a1ER fAcheta € Ieh! 31U ATeh s el St &, aifer 3fmeTe fSeR dftea oifts
HERTY 8! T 8, ifch agd IR foR Sherdls QaRulE & ohdlal | € | goig g1 Ulede gial &
foh SAITY @At SO+ TR dic et TSt & | g3t A § ST Aehlt §, aF 37Uk W a1s & SRR
Ut -t godt @ €, 59 W ot dter e A | ot ety & | eegETE |

AT GHTUfd : AT ERIIToT, HUdT st H dicl | 31 Sich chl STaTehdT 4 US |

SHRI K. NAVASKANI (RAMANATHAPURAM): Hon Chairman Sir, Vanakkam. I
thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak on the Water (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill. This Amendment Bill is presented in a way
proving BJP Government to be against the people and environment. I oppose this
Bill as this paves way for easy environmental degradation. This Bill ends in making
irregularities legal. This Government, from the day it came to power, has been
diluting several Acts besides bringing amendments to make irregularities legal.
This bill which you have taken for consideration is the basis of the livelihood of
every citizen. If we do not control water pollution, if we do not punish those who
exploit natural resources through stringent laws, we would have been seen as
disloyal to our future generations. Through this Bill, if you provide concessions to
those who engage in irregularities History will not forgive you. The punishment
given and the severity of the irregularity has a mismatch. If you permit this, water
which is the central point of environment will be polluted once for all.

Through this Bill it is seen that the Government is encouraging everyone to pollute
our water bodies. Some of the powers of the State Government have been
snatched away through some restrictions. The Central Government wants to prove
that it wants to take all the powers in its hands. It is aimed at bringing all the Bills
with this motive of centralization of powers. Only when protection of natural
resources lies in the hands of State Government it can be effective. As per Section-
21 of the existing Act, the State Governments and State Boards have powers. With
the amendments being made by you through Sections 25, 26 and 27 you have
ensured centralization of powers. You have diluted all the Sections which are
against the nature. It has been proposed in this Bill many exemptions from
punishment than ensuring punishments to those who act against environment and
environment protection zones. This Government wants to acquire all the powers by
bringing a post in the name of Adjudicative Officer. This Officer can be an Officer of



the State or Central Government. The Union Government, through this
amendment, holds all the powers unilaterally, as it can decide whether an
Adjudicative Officer of a State Government can be appointed or not. Through
Section 45 C of this Bill, against the actions and judgements of the Adjudicative
Officer, one can approach the National Green Tribunal and appeal directly. Hence it
is dangerous as a common man has to reach the NGT for redressal of complaints
against a big organisation engaged in polluting water bodies.

This Government should understand the limits of a common man in reaching the
NGT against the mighty companies involved in pollution related activities. The level
of expenditure to be incurred by a common man in his fight against big companies
should be considered by the Government. Therefore, this Government should set
up a separate Tribunal in this regard. Moreover, the imprisonment clause of this
Bill, from 2 years up to 7 years, seems to be less and unclear. As these acts are
against humanity and Mother Nature, the term of punishment should be severe
and for many years. It is not apt to provide a lesser punishment. Although the
existing severe punishments are unable to tackle this issue, it would not be apt to
minimize the years of imprisonment. It is said that those who throw polythene
bags are also punished. On one side, you have allowed manufacturing of polythene
bags and on the other hand you are punishing those who use it and throw.

[ urge that such polythene bag manufacturing industries should be banned
permanently rather punishing the general public. As per the 1986 Act, the
industries which allow their effluents to be released into a river can be punished. I
want to know from you that how many polluting industries have been punished
under this provision. This Act should be implemented effectively. I urge upon this
Government to increase the fine amount up to 20 lakhs. I also request that a
compensation should be provided to those affected victims of environmental
pollution, only by collecting this amount from those persons or organisation who
commit this mistake. For rejuvenation and cleaning river Ganges, this Government
has spent Rs. 12000 Crore. Environmental activists say that even now, river Ganges
is in polluted condition. If that is so, what happened to the Rs 12000 Crore spent by
this Government in cleaning river Ganges? If you increase the water flow of this
river, cleaning will happen so naturally. This was stated by a Professor of Banaras
Hindu University named P.T. Tripathi. Ganges flows in several parts of north India.
But it gets importance when it flows in Varanasi, as it is the Constituency of Hon
Prime Minister. There are several examples to prove that this Government has
failed in cleaning river Ganga. National Mission for Clean Ganga, NMCG was set up



by the Ministry of Water Resources as per the Environmental Protection Act of
August 2021. NMCG faced several challenges. On an experimental basis, a Scheme
was implemented in Mathura, to tackle the various types of effluents and industrial
wastes flowing into river Ganges. This Scheme was to purify the polluted river
water of Ganges and ensure its reuse by these Industries. I want to ask what the
outcome of this Scheme is. How much money was spent under this Scheme? Urge
that the way this Union Government gives importance to river Ganges of the north,
the south Indian rivers like Cauvery should also be given importance. I want this Bill
to be looking into all aspects of prevention and control of water pollution. Thank
you for this opportunity.

2. gguTe g (AFTUq) : SiTexvitg go9mafd S, g3t 39 fod IR die o1 999 &3 & fag &
JTRT 3R ST UTET el TIgd-agd SMUR ] Sl § | 9 Siel (IgN0T Faror 3R fgsrn)
Gete fage, 2024 R sieid §Y J3t 98 fa a1g 311 28T 8, 311ST ¥ 1T Ueh 9y Ugel 1Y &
B1Y H FaTel 3R WIaST cleh WM &) T UGWUT ¥ & | ot &, g9ferg # armuent Hft sgd-siga
AT T § |

ST FHTYT ST, ST F S0 s AIGT ST 39 37 & Y=t a1 8, 99 9 I6iA diF
g1l IR Igd SR fam 8 | e # uRafar g1, 99 Sivg wadl 8t 3R g9 iUt favrad iR e
R gU e &t etk 91¢ | I & dgd 59 g av 2014 # ugelt IR gUHEAT a4, et agi iR
kg MM St S 779 7 o1 fSieh o= @ &, 717 9 Y TWeedT & Y geiRl-ais vud @<
frg U & | # 39 21 & 3nervfiy o Afery w3 3R smexvfta gearwsh A Sft o gafew
HfAHE AT TTET §, Flfh ST T & ek IR ek 71 ¢t &t ufes forar g,
IS ITST Geh Y T7aT AT 7 AT H g1 FRar ¢ | srexofiy ofiw= area Sit gafaror #3f g4 &
1, 3 S vR @ yafaor veyor h grwst & ¥ o @ &, 39 e &l = & forg & Ia off
Sgd-agd SffA+e 1 § |

Srrexofta gumafa Sft, a1 A7 ovgl foh 9 Reg AIQY St 39 21 & UUEEAT 99 O, J9 e
TS T FAE? (A 719 =TT T o7 | S9H g6 S thadT el 8, 7 Shael T A<l dfceh
3Igah A8 i St oft afeai 8, 37 gaat I A ot ifSaE gomar mar g | s 2019 § U
Ta1 gt oft gmar | et Mka MM Sit a8 e @ o o geRl-akis ¥Uud W fohy TN 8,
&4 Tg oft e R =gy ok adf 2004 @ @ 2014 dep 7T 78 @t Wes e & fog S 2em
RSeA™ &I? ST M7 o7, IGch W |t Teh ?24d U317 (GT8C UTR) STRY e chl SIxd 8,
difeh udT It foh a8 O hel T | 99 g ohT g¥ 3R U T UrHl g SITg foh I fhanr awm
T foram o1 3R IqhT uRumH R RehatT | g9 gl 0T @ foharm @, STTST S9ehT aRumH I
FarFama g

3erufig gumufa i, snifecy 7 srfeme foar a1 | orR g1 fasiy ®u @ 39 SHM &l a1d e, af

367t gl o foh i aRg o UQWUT gid 8 | Iy UGUT, STeT UgNUT 3R ST ST UGNUT | IgiA
gl o foh & AT et SrerT-S1erT T8 foha ST TehdT & | I8T WR 3rervfig uaferor w5 Sit 98 gu




& | gH T UGNUTT Sl STeT-3TeRT ¢ohel Aol e Hehd & | SR I UGHUT BT &, df 89 A
YT & IH UGHUT chl G oh Fehd & | 3R STl UGHUT gidT 8, df 39 UGHUT &t G ahi & felg
Igd Agd Al USdl € | SR STHIH ohT UQWUT 81 STG, df 39 UQWUT &l ¥ & H &S] ol SI1d &
|

pifeed =4 gg ff forar 8 foh arg UquuT e aTel, STeT UGWUT &R aTel AT STHIA Sl UgNUT heet
et A ot oRaT-aR gt A Tnfu | safere g6 srfamey @t oft 3 e foh 3O s |
TT0TRT = ST o1 ehal oY, IBIA 39 I1d WR dgd SR 3T o1 | 3R arg 7idt ar ugfvd ghfl, at st
ft TS g1 | SR Sier weftra g, <t off arg ugfde gt | PR Sier iR 9y ST v &,

S off ggfa gFft | 8 29 919 ol 37U e # @A Y SR & | 39l gAR gdell A g9
I1d R dgd SR & o1 foh uder aafery 3R e &1 9e 991 Sholed I8 141 A16Y foh @

St oft st aear @, RS fraam off sreet @), fhae oft a2 &, Y R & 92 ue W a1 &,
Tg ST UgTaRT i 7T T ¢ | ST I61 gl UT b AT a7 a1 Sif =g aheT 91y |

S ANl ohl 7T ghT foh Sifighs Ten enfifer ot 8 | & TfaRor &t 91t & a1 gafaror i
YUhTS &R ohT Yeh Igd a1 daiTi-eh dRiehl & | 3 BoIRI-Trdl auf & 8t 87 ¢ | 39feig §9R AABR
Hed ¢ foh Ui ad 81 & | g uie dal © &+t & | 31T STeT bt UgfYd oy Fehd &, arg ot
SN R Gohd g, 39 STHA/Gee} i Ugfla s Tohd g, 31T 3MTen1er +t Ugfd gt @7 8, 3
YTEeH TS Il 3@ €, «ifch A1ed gy it 39 gfam o1 g ot eafery ity et ugfdrd =78 e

gohdr g |

SYfeIY UGHUT ol gX e o foIT Iegi=t ahgl foh 31y a1 Tt &t RT3k Swgia o & forg
Fel | AR ATHGR hgd & foh Samm sifeges, <af o1 St 739 §, ag i & 1 g 39 i
I Y SR € | BAR T il | hiferard A foran 8, fSdent sfagra a1 w@fofa et shgd 8 |
39 S H WeadT off, TaieRvT A1k o7 | d I STHM A dhgd o foh ? Aciiear gfd gy | haet a7
A & U § ? (FHIY)

AT F9afa : ard A g gk 8 |

? (aaYr)

off rsita gy w21 2 3t af AT 8 |

A el : AR e, fage afe €, a8 agd aie Gond 8, Afch a9 & AT g |

21 guTe g 1 TR, § 999 & R @ § | S gl GHT H g 8T AT 3R 7 d uge gerisdi
3 9 1 @l gl g foh IENT hl THET 8, SSKINT ! THEAI §, eRilfch ITehl UGWUT ST & | &4
AT A gEEt Y a1 Y 8, AT T8 a1 ot w8 o Iga STEl R qEdd) T =fe g, wifchd
gg ol gordl g | f& & THédt Ietar §, I ol THET § R &d & | hiHhel §8KIST &, BT chl
$SET &, PR B S5 &, TR B SSE § | TR B S5 U &t 9gd Ui awel & |
ATATE ! A1 & &, ot Tial J AT 3ToTehed i g1 7Y §, difch O=) ohl Tt I9ch 3iex SiTdt g
| 80 39 WR oft eag 23 i S=a & |




HgIcd, T8l BhicaTgor UEITSSd o foieh fohaT § | STST a8 STHIA i fohd UenR TeTfad o <@t
& | ST # gl & foh oR ST Uefid gt af St +ft ugfa glar @ | gH ST R e A R
SR & | Hd IR i G ST W e & | T8l R eRufiy w3t Agied 9IS gu 8 | 87 e
UiegRM chelel a8 AT Yool UiedRM dhelel a8 8, 3 ara dfdey & 3t 18 & 6 O9 ur & &t
ZSK ST ohl UGd ehift, Ik folq gH @RI A TSiT ot Urae fohar 8 | g9R Sifdart 8, [t
HIfSI # 8, IFRIET & UTH H Yeh dgd 9! dhifchl 8% ¢ | I feearst o yehr & S
& 3 AT 8, SUR! off 7 3@ hY ST & | 3 IR 5T ol [ohy I1d & | AR 39 &I h
3ieR 39 91 ohl | &1 33 Y SR 8 |

Tgied, & arTud 6t Uek SIE ft a1q AT a1edT § | g9R I8t fEe ofk o A & | agt 6 e
& 3iex 122 i & | AFe WA fesgret 3 smder fea g o agi urkug arer ga=m ehefAds g man
& fop ATl & 3feR 3TeT-31eHT g h! SHTRAT thet @ & | I8T IR 880U IWTs ST @ & | agf W
GO HaRT 1 A1 | ? (FIuT) # Yeh A # Ul a1 T &R &1 § | gFAar A fSiaq
TENUI §, 3TR T FST his UGNUT g1 & 3ieR 8, 96 HISS ol UieysH & 3R guiaig &
TgE g8 & | S84 60 Irel # a1 ugwur fohar §, ITeh! [entert o forg Twa af o & |
gfiq & ohg T g foh Ta UGNUT ehT SeITST AT dTMRY, cifehT ATES & UGNl et HY FefTet e |
3TfoIq gAR ieRufl e w:ft 7Y St Aot gopeher uiferdt &g &, S gfem gopehe
e W e faar STy, §RRl wR e f&ar Sg | ? (egaur) # SuehT Sgd-agd g=iane sl
g1

SHRI GURJEET SINGH AUJLA (AMRITSAR): I thank you, Chairman Sir, for giving me
the opportunity to speak on Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution)
Amendment Bill, 2024.

Sir, water pollution is due to effluents of industries, garbage of Municipal
Corporations and residential pollutants and dairy pollutants flowing into river
waters via drains. Sir, the Government has done away with jail term and imposed a
penalty on water pollution. You have provided the industries a free hand to spill
their effluents anywhere in the water. Sir, today in Punjab, Buddha Nullah in
Ludhiana is there. The Beas and Sutlej rivers are being polluted. The factories are
openly discharging their polluted chemical effluents in our rivers.

In Amritsar too, several drains are there. These drains are also spilling pollutants in
the water. Municipal Corporation is there. Pollution checking department too is
there. But, on one is trying to control water pollution.

That Ministry is considered good which has a huge budget. Because corruption
and misappropriation of funds happens in such a Ministry. If Departments check
pollution, there would be no dirty drains in the country. In Delhi, some stench-filled
drains are there in Paharganj and other areas. Same is the condition of Mumbai.



Sir, 10 years have passed. The Government claims that it has cleaned rivers Ganga
and Yamuna. But the Government has done nothing to check the source of
pollution. The pollution checking department officials should be penalized. Those
who are not doing their jobs properly, their jobs should be terminated. Useless
officials in this department should be suspended.

Sir, Punjab is the land of five rivers. The SYL issue is a major issue in Punjab. In
1955, we had several billion cubic metric water with us. In 1966, Punjab was divided
and Haryana came into existence. They demanded 5.9 billion cubic metric water. At
that time, we had ample water. But, now, water has got reduced in Punjab. Sir, Iam
speaking on a relevant issue. It pertains to this Bill. The NGT should intervene and
issue directives.

Sir, our dirty drains in Punjab should be cleaned. The Bhakra dam is there. It
should be desilted. Rivers too should be desilted. A 1700 crore project is there. Silt
adds to the pollution.

Sir, the rights of States should be protected.

Thank you.

19.00 hrs

SHRIMATI SARMISTHA SETHI (JAJPUR): Sir, thank you for giving me the
opportunity to speak on this important legislation.

Since 1974, when the Water Prevention and Control of Pollution Act was enacted,
no comprehensive efforts have been made till date to address the loopholes in the
law vis-a-vis the present challenges. The primary objectives of the Act were to
provide for the prevention of water pollution, and cater to the maintenance and
restoration of the water bodies. However, the Act suffers from various drawbacks.
It is silent about the groundwater management policies, and fails to deal with the
indiscriminate tapping of ground water.

Over the past few decades, the country has seen rapid urbanisation and
industrialisation causing pollution loads which are higher than ever. Subsequently,
the quality of Indian water bodies has declined drastically and many water bodies
have been lost or have shrunk considerably due to encroachment or pollution-
induced eutrophication.



Therefore, this Amendment Bill is very relevant. Under the Indian Constitution, the
Judiciary has included the right to clean water and environment under the ambit of
articles 21, 48, and 51(g) of the Constitution of India. The court has observed that
right to clean water is a part of the basic necessity of the human right to life and
the State is duty-bound to prevent water from getting polluted. In the leading case
of M. C. Mehta versus the Union of India, the court held that preventing water of
river Ganga from being polluted was the need of the hour.

In 2021, the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Water Resources had flagged
the fact that as many as 48,900 rural habitations were affected by water
contamination due to arsenic, fluoride, iron, nitrates, heavy metals and high
salinity. The Parliamentary Panel recommended the Department to focus its
attention on these habitations.

On these backgrounds, the Amendment Bill seeks to find remedies in the existing
law. Firstly, the Bill intends to streamline the appointment of key officials of the
State Board. The second major Amendment is to decriminalise the penal
provisions, allowing citizens and businesses to function without fear of
imprisonment for minor technical or procedural errors. I welcome these provisions
on behalf of my Party, Biju Janta Dal.

In this regard, I would like to say that we should not stop with this legislation. We
should be proactive so far as protecting our water bodies is concerned. The State
Government of Odisha under the able leadership of hon. Chief Minister, Shri
Naveen Patnaik, has initiated the process to set up a State Water Informatics
Centre (SIIC), a body dedicated to handle and monitor water resources data from
flood water, ground water, surface water and rainwater among others. The State
Government is also actively working on rolling out safe drinking tap water supplies.

Water Corporation of Odisha (WATCO), an ISO certified, Government of Odisha
owned, not-for-profit company started its journey working with only three Urban
Local Bodies in 2019. By March 2023, it is now operational in 29 Urban Local Bodies
covering more than 65 per cent of total urban population of the State towards
drinking water supply and sewage management.

Itis likely to cover all 115 ULBs of the State in the following years.

Sir, there is an urgent need for preventing our streams, reservoirs, rivers, lakes
from being polluted. If the systemic weaknesses associated with the governance
structure are not addressed, there is not going to be any benefit from any



amendments. India needs a robust monitoring and enforcement system that can
detect and arrest pollution at the source. The Government must ensure strong,
transparent, and accountable mechanisms that strengthen the policy and achieve
its objectives.

With these words, I conclude. Thank you.

oft Pgret o= FeM (FIR): Uy S, a=are | § G99 uget ag aarT angar § 6 & 39 o
&1 YT e oh fg W1 g3 § | 89 ST ¢ foh 80 99 & foig STet o= Iuaidt @ | g9 e+t
& Sfiad # ST Igd Heayul & | IdH URA H STl TRETUT UG STeT UGNUT Q1 8l agd Agayut
e ¢ | hvs TR 7 39 foel o A1e0A I 39 <1 Hel oh QAT GHATY el Yeh =18 fam &1 8 1 #
g9 forg AT w3t St @t ey AT g |

39 foad & gRT o1t (wgwuT fAarur ofik f=on) sifdfaaw, 1974 & deitem oech 39 S & & |
3T arett Tt FHESHt & 3fRa THIUT g Ugel ¥ SATaT SRR ST 4T 8 | 39 rfafaH &
SR TTg IENT gt AT ATg TIAT hl RATIHT g, Ik felg Isg UgwoT =7 i 6t gd wgafd
TR ¢ | 39k forg STet FAehry Hier a1 fd Hiawst & gt dwra € | 39 s &
Sl I UNUT (AIAUT SIS o 3TeheT ol IST WHR gRT H-d fohar Staem | ¢ fadges &
YU & AR 3edel hl JdT1 3R 6l @l s WahR RuiRd owwft | 39 Ay & siafa
STt & g UguuT acl ot g ¥ J3 gU WU hl Ieciue e R 15 ARG IUY deh hl

\{],HT"II TITIT ST |

guTafd S, a8 fA9ue 9gd S & | # I8 1 SHg o1 38T §, F11ch dhvss ol TR A U
10 ITeAt o e USTIE i TSl 4l i TTh A & oy, ITH glede wiie ™ & fag 774
FIE UG hY A & off | Taget T WR ST Tap +ft THAT Wiie gl & & | TSt & IR-aR
3G hen & a1 ) USTT TRAR 7 Wiie Tgl T | ST 3Much! TRhR Y 3R 31TST S TR g,
H ITH & 91 I @I § | 8T IR Tah wWie ot T T & HROT Fagst A T G U BRI 8
T 8 | 98l R Yeh YR A 7+t g2 8 | ITehT Toh IR SR W, fad 31 ugwor ga fos g
hicherger TiaT Tt A A o AT SR TE A Tt Y IRt ot i Hid gt 7 | ST ITahT
Tt ORT TSI Ui 8 | 31151 ST h $iaR TR, HRAST 3R ISR heATed, A1 ehl UT=T gH
TSe @ A @ & | 3T uoire F [Saw off s & wiiem it €, 378 @ Uah Wi R off gt &
T G 8l AT | TG I TIIQ &1 8, Hifch I7ent UTeie foham SITg ok @+t Weg @l 5
Tt At |

gRT 25 3R 27 &1 599 TraeT fRaT T @ | 39 R 3R Srel R drard g =Ry | & g9
foreT o ATeA & QX 320 ot I AT o ST iU Ut ST Agt UR ST 38T dt feeedt A Gah
GETet A&t oY, Ig SIS AT IR T TS & | T8 H Yah HioT ¢ off, Ig 31T ATell §-eh 38 T8
g | R fBgE & sicR 99E Tan Ut S8 &, W18l R SiEUTss aneR foegpel @ gt T g | gt
W U R hie aa faegpet off urft 181 & | & armudh Arenw @ A sq 1 g agm fh g 9 F
Y U cafey ot o o1 arht, St SRIRfeT Stal & fAerar &, ITet SR Sl o T A A at




3T STt foreT o <81 €, ag oft Sioh UehR & & &t | 39k 3ietrar 90 ufaera Waw, sit st
Rt @ uarfea forar Sirar €, I8 oft St e &1 i R | &R e 2 e e diget ok
37 UeTd SieT ol & Bl Sid €, ITeh! it g Sk et T hH T |

STATAT & 91 o9 It & IR 9 AvreA sitenfiich et At 7 ®ier Sran 8, a8 39t ft i
FHAT |

gt Sft, g vewor fAor a8, ddidiet & srgaR 61 ufdera e f¥akst & A1 Iuar
& Afeat iR o= el ot i T SITar §, ITeh! 8l A &1 hH I8 faet e | didiia
& IR ¥R & 276 A &, 37 D & urht § veiRigs ok oA o T 8, 34! I8 Sk
HAT | Y 59 faet a1 1M1 agd STt & | F 39 et a1 e el § | 3O A it &

forg e R &, 593 forg & snmueRt agd-aga g=yaTe T E |

TgfaRul, g9 3R STarg uRad= #at aAT 5/ 3R AR H#31 (off ofues a1ea): e gomafd
HgIgY, 3711 39 Agaqul faddes W 21 AT I&&i = AT foram & | 9+t 7 ggferor & ufa
ST TagAr ofR vt it Ao T SfeR i & | T9Y uge & 39 99t § 9T A aret 9t
AT Tt e ufd YR eer] ehdl § | STElaR A el 3 58k ferter | dielr df 3
A H Qop I AT | 9 TR Ig o7 foh o 39 foret & Arems g7 qafaror ugwur & Uray ot
AR It Tg1 R I 67 T Tg ot thezel TaFaR i HHSIR al Al < @l 8?2

A guTIfa Agted, # 3iMud J1e9H 8 Had &l I8 a3 fAyrg & |1y g1 drgar g foh A
guT HaAt St & A H Ig TehR TafaRor i Jram iR Ty o St gfame ol Asigd e &
forg ufdargar @ ord o @1 @ SR &l gt fawal T g su e A Qu g w@r ¢ | gH ad
1974 # STt I ek AT | 39 A H Yeb A1 Uifas fohar mar ot foh &Y ameror ugha & off
S Ieetad & AT STt A Ui & STt Iewie O, IH Hff TSI R UG AT | gH AT TRATguf
Sftas & foig, ag Sk ¢ o aoft ol vt sraeR €, wfchT S1aeRT ot ST AchgsieT & ot
fRreprerr =1feT | S 31F 4R 20 § urae= o7 foh 3R S Rardt @ defda SRt s s
i F 81 9=, @t 8mudh fAU Siet ot umaeT & | 9RT 32, 33 3R 33(Q) & 3fdiid STRY SeRn aht
SoeieH, ST gt AT Uepfd T oIS & TehdT &, ifchT &% el & forg dle & ST ofk &l &
ST A fohdHT Iaeny T USdl g, fohd Sfterchei oA Ued ¢ 3R 3Tt Ticg™ T g2
2T fao & ATd 39 WR &8 T Rl UraYT fohar g 1 areft ong @l o HA | I U ST |
ufanr dea Sft vmwr 2 @) off, 9 a8 ag v Io1 W off foh 3T Ai-iuerig g | g
g gl ST ¢ fob =T fe & &R §, R SR 78! | R aad H, & 37q=-39 § gf 3feR g | &R
o ot g anfge? St oft ufcharsit vt urem @l fohar 8, at fefohfamessiam @ ot 3%, dhad
et feEr 39 @ ST G 8 | SR 597 3i1th GaT 3R &7 it foifdw 8, ot dRT opt T1y AR T
TS | AN ehl ShT-IA oh T1Y Tol=t oh oIg Teh HTa=T SIA]d et geft | 34felq gH- 39 chadl
U ohT UTaeT foham @ | STd OFTee) o UTad WR 9t g1 gt At df $© T ot avrar ¢ foh
g9 SffARRAT ) AfeT at T8] 31 ST a1 U1t ol T UART af ol ehedl | NS Sit ohg




T o ok 3T ToU FA18Y | 31U RA AT Fi9E & | 379 G9E-T UichdT i SFd 8 | STaeht
UdT g foh S & gRT 999G TR i AfeRT &t 8 | 3R 87 his Tl i e 3ment dt gt
TS 9 918 hd AT Gohd 67 dg dl Gifse AT a1 8l & | IThI UfehdT § | SR 37T g
TR BIS &, dTeh 373 Thich BT gl hd @I al UfehaT Ue &1 gag oft siueht e Am?
37g gfehar ufgd | ufehar & FUR e Geiféae adfSided w@n Srar g, dt 39 gwg o fawg w@r
STl ¢ | «ifch # a8 QR aRich O MY eh1 =rgan g foh St |t i\ 38 siaefa a-1q S,
399 O STiF-USdiel gt | 3R ohls Iociad hfll df I9ch oIl Ulasd ¢, I99 I3 akg 9ge 8
& T1¢ 3R AR T F afdd ey ot Gars & R a-ich I 3aeR Y STH & uraer fhg
STER | gEferg S F H 3 urau™ 6y S @ 98 AR e @ Rigid giar ¢ i 38 e
T & ¢ R oft 3R ot aafe &1 fidg §, at ITdh sidicie Wse g1 @1fgu | 519 89 i oft
P ST €, dt Ik SFRARI, TSIRIRH & d1e fohdt afery @t ardieie SrUtRE & S @t
IR T TIRY | 3 FATRE T S opT 371 Tg ¢ foh srdicie rUiRé & 3ifderR ot TAsier
&t & T pE fhaT AT § |

19.16 hrs (Hon. Speaker in the Chair)

St geSIfEahfeT sifdert g, ag ot Sifde Tchedl & TR T S T UTae fhar T 8 | 3 A 59
ft i umafes fYRRY UMY ol YU & df 98 Tgsivd, ST, SRR ddd UR 3 &
1 ST9 Siige Tches] & TR R 3714 & dl Ueh d<ich T Ich 3idifd Iehl umafen emarsii &
Siicte aTSt & ¥ Ik T &mdT d STEEt | srdiele ot St feargs o & emar gidt 8, saferg
SHTAHRY BT AT §H 3T SHATld STge Tchesd & Adet T fhaT & |

R g8 U Iaar ¢ foh S1a st @R ik 9 SifehfAersst e faar dt fR Uk dar ot Rt Bt
f&ar | gART a8 AT € R R o1 Ut A o a1g It ART ohl IR QR ik ¥ A R
1 31T &g ST =fgy | Afch g&eht 1o ag oft 78l @ ok s aafert s gt sruA gru H o
o | IYHT ST STt ST A 8, T I8 ST A I, YIS dTeR T YT el & al
Tt MU G &S eht &1 T1RY | wifch g9ent 3ref ag 8T 8 foh a8 farT TR Y SR
o, foT ehdie g SITIRE h 37U MY 8l S ¥ R & | §HA hael U4 fawdt ol Iair & Sicdifd
@ g |

Smh F RN s F IR A g B S Idghs B A fh amudt e F
UTe J1$d 8, 37eh! SIS & 38 81 | 31T Ich HUR i & 3@ 8l | I9ch FIAT A gil,
IE Wi R g 81 | UT Ao! 1chdT ST IGT & | hdel Yeh TEST8 3R HHeh ad fhy ST @ 8 |
SRR 31 & A $97 STtk feifdT, ST St ET T ¥ hT IT8d & R &1 & I T Ve
UIegRM theldd 1S & | WT UIeRM Shelel a18 ? g ohis Ulfeilcehd MgferT gl & | ifelieehdt
JUiEeHT I TG TR & | Afchd 3R g4 Ul Shelel a18 d hrdide @i, Teh WEs o all,
Ueh AT aTet AN, shael HHTH deich ¥ 71gl, dfceh 3R IYhT Ueh THeheT, Tch U UG
BT it 37eT BN | SSFETTSSIA Ueh gt Werex #, Ueh 81 STTg &l gl GiT diey? 84 g HRd
# ZfReaegSIsq a1 A1fey SR 39 W8S & @l A T1eT | §HA hdel H-eh a4 fohy & foh ot
ff Wz U™ held S o IIRAT 71, SIch! TIadT Ig git dlfeq | 39 awgdr | Fgfay o
JfAPR d TT TRHRI ! 8t W@ el & | Afch ITh AT T Mgsdre— g e o1 A g |




o TS Sft g <@ & fh 31Ty fhere! Tromre e &) | 89 50 SSKI, STt dhael M SSET &,
B IRl G &, Aifch ag T oft R otk @ gEt o siaeia fokar stam | g8
QISR HHTHT 6] & | T8 df Tod & | J8! gART Jaifsae afSM 8 |

Uch 3MTRTAT 3R Iad! & 3R &g e 3 31t ara<iia A «ff ag wgr foh ag St wig smeem,
T 3G fhg adics & 81T | AR WRAR IR Ik ¥ hrioRfed thexforsd # fayre et
& | STt oft T ame, IFeRT 75 ufdra G9 g Isat ot g e St | wsat § srde dr sme
for og St O omam g, S R €, orum et & ofafd 39 9 ot orum Isg ® A & fawg it
3 91T |

o= Uen fawar a1t foh 3o SreHe &t & dTe 81 59 J[eled! Hehl-oH i el 3T of ST &
JTYR! Fg g ITedT § foh 39 AhASH & A1y g7 St eSfeahfen fther o1 uraem foar g,
39 TESSIfSahfT SHIfther ot ag Uter gift foh ag J[oie aikg Maaret |

oft dvers Sft aga 81 AR AR € | & g @ 2 b Smu= ot Iraran 81 =181 o v et A urg
foraT, s ure fohaT | ggt @ TaT ¢ foh 3 o 999 ST foct ue aret cafe 8 | 51a i fa e bt
Tal ghT, dt STt foret a1 Wede 3Tt sifssiae €, 399 g9+ W® ®u ¥ forar g fah

?And whereas in pursuance of clause (1) of Article 252 of the Constitution read with
Clause (2) thereof, Resolutions have been passed by the Legislative Assemblies of
the States of Himachal Pradesh and Rajasthan to the effect that the said Act should
be amended by an Act of Parliament for the purposes hereinafter appearing.?

g4 ot foran ¢ | fedreeT udr | dl il &t TRehR ¢ 3R a8l gTel g1 § TR A ura gan g |
TSR H TSTaT hl TR § | 3T Ig ahis Uifeifeehd fawg T8l & |

HAHATT 3remel : gl df hidd 6l TR & AT g1 Ioi- ury fohar o |
oft iz a1 : 781, oot frar maT B |

AR Jreae ¢ ot fohar ma @

oft U=z a1 : 3 Foic G H gy fohan AT |

Ig i3 Uifciichd AW g1 & | Ied TRARI ot +ff uar g foh ahdie g sifRe & forg fon U i
QAT STt § SR SIS ol fhd TR et WRenfAaT St & | 3feR3iTe diex t Ae Tt
1 SN fawa g, ST foh USTTe & TReid St g Y6 o, 98 TEd: S Qfek HATed bl fawg g | agt
hael diex & Uiege™ & dae 7 St fawa g, garT 341 81 faifads fawa g 1| saferg ag ot st
& GRT Qeh ovd GHA & AR I 511 381 oAt 3R 39 A7 ol Q1 i Y 8l 84 @il A 39 fawy &t
M T g |

# Aty igel @ ser Agar g o uafarur e g3 fawa g 1 S ok givar Sit ater &6t off fos
&4 T3TE T ST heAT 1Y | AfchT BT AT I8 8 foh Tars & Surer Sy g1 anfeq |
STfEfthfAreT Sefersia @ 3Ty STeT Sehgl o Tehd €, cifchT S T 1Y g foh ST dh AR A9 H



AR T gl ST, Id Ik TSHTS T his HIAST ol BN | & & Whed H, 3 &
Pictoiel § UariRAcd higg-g gt a1y |

sft 37efiR 3o et (FERTR) : S g =Ry |
oft 9= greq : Sft gf, <t gl T@1fgy | lae=y ¥ SameT gy giHt 91fey |

AFT gersl off Reg A1 Sft A e #, g gfAan il gafaror w@Remr & g 2 aEw?
&1 O T | 3B JaraRde thaelt 8% Wisel &l a1d &l |

&4 I8 SId ¢ AN A9y fTarAe & gRT a1 fhd ST Fehd ¢ | OIUIIEST o gRT Hft g
Aol fRd ST Tohd € | Afth ada #, YarRAe & SR o St fAww €, 98 39 99y g |

a9 sa1&r mindful consumption rather than mindless consumption ! dX% gH ST 38
€ | 3gfarg Mindful utilisation of natural resources, Ig Jgd 92T fawa g |

2feIg STl UGNUT chael S8EIST & GhRUT 8l @l 8, dfceh Ig HISeh! WTfeead, Tidi | drerrel &
Uei¥a g & oRur oft 8 | 41 o AT gibe siaarst Sefld St e 83 F R Sl &
FHRUT Ut <l gify & fawg & g B &, S 8%t & gRT SRxd 9 1T Ul o, STeT UGHUT <hl
AT 3R de R FEAuT 7 g4 & SRUT § |

AT et &Y S Aa] §, aad # 3R] ue am=g AnTRes &t off @ | & I g
FRATE | # I9Y 3=t g 4 a1fchth § | 39 Y AR H3l1erd & gRT St fasiy &9 & v o
T §, 39 ded gH ifeis d%e asiice ot RarssT 3k uSc R @ & |

AR St R U3 oA Ihad & gRT Hifels d% A-uiie & Sidifld W YRd fAE 2.0
& Siaid ot 9gd 93 the o Uraw™ fhar w1 g | TrSH & Qd a1kl STEl & R 7 ey Si
WU 941 G 8, 39 o fifers et 9 96faa Tog R ot g9RT 437 iy e @1 6 |

# gg e TTEdT g foh ST aTet 99T H STt UgWUT aht g1 3R |l RIR a’idh & Aes urdd, fasiy
&Y @ HAE YA & U Jfeat 7 g9 ard uguur & fag ot Faw s o @ € 1 STel
SRSl thel= &l UH 8, df g9 ?fARM dsh? & T e X W/ & |

# A aet @ ST 9TdT § foh AT Tl St & Aqa | g 3 g R a 2014 7,
e @ 79I 7 Hisee g g 8, it S St A aR-IR IehT Ieoid fohar g 1 2aifa e
Uioide & Sidifd g7 U Sitefa @H daR fhar g 1| A offts afer Rads 39 fawg wR
P R @l g | dfchT 398 +ft monitoring of water quality, performance of sewage

treatment plant, common effluent treatment plant etc., Sit fawar g, 3! g8 kg @ @
& T A AT fhan g |

Ueh fAY TISHT STt TRPR & gRT & 718 oY | 57t Sftaq A @ Ao, Sta fey sifaam,
gyEA HfY a8 19, sfed -Siat e, A ot at fohar g1 8, «ifch sireirdl & 75 a1
TR 8 & STaTR TR YT St h GRT SFd TRIAR & oh Ay S1f9am &t f&am war o | &
fSiet # 75 3md T1eR I a1 1 T8 off | 3nYd TR & g aga sr<eT S g3 SR Uk @@ 9



EoIR T arex Sigher RAfga i € | wRa g & ary off wen & whed Ao 9« @18 | Jgt
HRT & T3 g & sreebt shiell & TRerur & oy St MR 18ey il St M §, JE I8 Jard
BT @it § foh SATSTE) & 579 75 @y gU al AR &2 &l ST 75 e §, ITehl gA IHTR ISy hl
&I AT | 59 &1 df 2 ARG &l 519 IS deas S GOl df 38R U8R &l §HA deais (el & &7
H Sl AT | T8 ATl HR 2T & STt TRETUT, STeT chl eRIgR bl §a1H & Y, Teis 4 fohedt oft
RTER ! S & oIy, a1Tudh o H TaTeé! & U Sit R ¥ Ak €, SRIgT & T T, S @R
AP F AR BT TR IR TdT g, T RN R T A Ff A T g AT R W\ € |
ST J it AR @ &, WU MR A R @ ¢ | Ig SNt I ot 8, g STel o UgHUT H SS&IaT bl gat
STt STehgehR IM@T AT, 39 STche- ahl [eple & ol g Uah Soii-d fear ¢ | &1 ag aH- ¢ foh 78
Qo QT for 8, Forereh gRT 84 fonelt S8 @l Wicafed el o 38 €, B9 &% | ISHIR erd §Y
$91 3Tt foIfdT & AT ht SBT3 o1 YA R @ 8 | ST TAfaal 8, 376 G2 e ohl T
IR I © 3R STel TREUT ! 3N I §Y BicT 3t & Ta-He i St Qe AFHR GamHE s
TS St 1 g, Gt ATy et 39 o= # i AR 3@ & | T el 9HYA 39 oo ot fiam,
QY # Srder dr g |

A el : 3R IS4 S, 3T e FARfthcher I1gd € af U@ Hehd 8 |

off 3refiR 35 e’ : A & I1d € | U gTed St 9 T AfekT §, $HH hiS A I 81 8 |
# i Y Geh a1d Shgar g | ar # gg foar mar g: 2Amongst purifiers, Iam the wind;
amongst wielders of weapons, I am Lord Ram; of water creatures, I am the

crocodile; and of flowing rivers, I am the Ganges.?

T et HfaRe, et s & fg @y 2022 ek Geh Hehde I@d U, G Siissiferd 3@d gy 39
R 7 T foRam o1 foh hls FRRue o, Pl gefeead gue@e avf 2020 & a6 7 | T8
T | o1 gy 2024 31T AT € | 32 BOIR SIS IUY ohl oI 33e-of 81 AT & 3R 39k &g T

TS e for 71 AR ®9 R hichd Shicihid RO fafie O a1Ex € iR archt
et v ot QST | fesiica sifadisH ®is 9T |

AT 318087 : Ug STl ST hl HTHAT & | Ig 39T fawg Jgi ¢ |

sft arefiR 35T Ao ¢ TR, 58I T IA™T & | AR hg I Add T8 & foh 397 32 9IR s Iud
1 @4 dt gt 7T, a8 2024 o o war g ofiR sreft miv o g F 5 o ugfvd i e | TS
2 | AR 40 WRYT STETET 70T & YT SRl SXAHTS Sl & | §H TT-T1T & &, wifehet 7 =1t
Aeht 7 @ areR TEH o urcht & | O area S, g 919 39 fae & TR W g9 I8 e Iied &
f&h Clause 4 of the Bill grants sweeping power ? gARI 3 398 g ? grants sweeping
power to the Central Government to exempt certain categories of industrial plants
from the requirement of obtaining consent from SPCB. This move undermines the
crucial role of SPCB in regulating industrial activities to prevent water pollution. By
allowing exemption, the Bill risks compromising environmental protection
standards and potentially exacerbating pollution level.



Clause 5 of the Bill enables the Central Government to issue guidelines on matters
related to the grant, refusal or cancellation of consent by SPCB. This provision
certainly centralises decision-making authority, diminishing the authority of SPCB.
This is my contention. Thank you, Sir.

off i aTed : STeae Sit, S7efiR o St A & U 3BT € | SMUA +R1ag Miar I Seoi [T § |
TR ot 0T hgd & fon Al | H A1 A g, gait # # diue g SR Afeat # & 7 g | gART S
&S Ul & A1, ATeRUT & Y YehlcHehdl cht RATdT & | 31Tt 771 7Y & fhaR swofRef} &
UG 3gd ¢ | H SMTUeh! ehgHT =g g foh AR TR G o & FHIH 77 MisieR ehl oierr Ufdeg
& | STgl deh AR HlTerd & ool Ul dis chl a1d &

?Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has formulated charter based participatory
approach to facilitate the industries for water recycling and pollution prevention in
major industrial sectors like Pulp & Paper, Sugar, Distillery, Textile and Tannery in
river Ganga main stem states emphasizing on technological upgradation, waste
minimization practices, augmentation of effluent treatment plants and
reuse/recycle of treated effluents which resulted in reduction in specific fresh water
consumption, waste water discharge & pollution load and improvement in
compliance.?

AR TRAR I 31t & Ta-e e & 1y Feidt g 3R # gt dieye™ ahglel ot fawg
3(TUeh! ST ¢ | 3TH AT TR ol ot GgalT g, IS Isat T 717 fRepetd! § | 8HRT STet Q1feRy
TR I8 G g T T & | SUeh! WraATaeli Y F g aheal g SR srder off sear § fh g\
Goft RT AT T OISl hl SEiGIA SFT¢ 3R TRehR i HT ant off OI1 &h? | STTUhT T8
SRR T4 g1 foh STa1 g6 ?SiaieaRict sfu? & 1¢ o, 9gf Sged JIE SR = T8 71 gistae
ol dier I & fAy 9 3T 1S e Uit seeh srfa=fed fovam mam o1 | 39 wR st $iR
gH goft &l 71 g1 =i | a8 T gur HiAl St < hriehlet # g1 | ? (YY) I8 PREHR Y
2014 & 91 e & Afche dicge™ ¥ 2014 & Ugd ol g 3R I8 Sleh et T I 3 8l @1 8
| 3T At STTRI AT TI(RY 1? (TTYT) GBS T hIH D 8, d §H g olich- H© AT hH qHH
HAE, ASMTE |

SO g faw IorT ¢ foh 89 Y MSSae—d 33g i, STH ISdl oh W UIeRM held a1
394 fohdt UehR o1 fefehfae dt 981 et a1 I SifdeRt &t ot =81 ot | 39 fawa # # svgen
=Tgdr g foh gH i Ut mEsergd SR 8t e, frad gg o foh g/ ek SifdeR SuH g1y |
A § | BH T8 MISAZ~g SR Al St UREfAdT, YRR Heod, AT 1 TReftenzor 3R 3mA
JTeHT Y TERIT A aTedl MISATS Bl | I MISATS &l 391 3Tt FaT 3R $97 Tk &AM &
TAE OR STt U H3ll Sit ohT Hehed 8, I 1T Sgm dTelt gl | I8 T &id o &Y gt fohan
ST |

O 37e8T : U U8 §:



?foh STt (T fRarer ek fd=on) sifdffd, 1974 &t ok dsmed o aret fadaes, g 91
SRT YR, R fouR forar Simq 12

e EEtepd gaTl |

A 31T : 31 9T fAdue IR Wear faar e |

U I8 8.
?foh @ 2 3k 3 fadas & ST s 1?
e EEtepd g3l |

Tz 2 3R 3 e | Sie Ru 7w |

Clause 4 Amendment of section 25

A 3regel Ot NI I SR iwdt afawr dee Sft, R sy Seites S 3 UEgd AT digd
&?

PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, I beg to move:
?Page 2, line 19,-

for ?certain categories of industrial plants?

substitute ?essential categories of industrial plants?.? (3)

AT S7eAe ¢ 3 | U WNTd I GRT ©S 4 H UKJd IMe= G=AT 3 hl 99T & GHET AdGH h
forg w@ar g |

Ge AdeH & oIy T Tar q1 Srdiehd g3 |

AT 31ede : U I8 @
?fh ds 4 RAdas w1 T 1?
e EEtepd gaTl |

s 4 Agys d Sis fRan |

g 5 gy A S fear mm |

Clause 6 Substitution of new sections



41 and 41A for section 41

A S7eAe : OY. GTd T 3R St ufadr Ause, T Y Seites ST 4 3R 5 URdd el
TTEd 82

PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, I beg to move:
?Page 2, for lines 40 and 41,-

substitute ?be less than one lakh rupees, but which may extent to fifty lakh
rupees.?.? (4)

?Page 2, lines 43 and 44,-

for ?he shall be liable to pay an additional penalty of ten thousand rupees every
day during which such contravention continues?

substitute ?he or she shall be liable to pay an additional penalty of one lakh rupees
every day during which such contravention continues.?.? (5)

AT el : 37 & Ut N1 I gRT @8 6 7 U¥dd GRMe- T&AT 4 3R 5t G971 o 998
HIeH & folg T@ar g |

Gene A & Iy W T JuT refiend gy |

AT AT (U TG @
?fh @z 6 fAdaes &1 T aA 12
e EEtcpd gail |

Tz 6 e § S feam |
Gz 7 gy A St fear ma |

Clause 8 Substitution of new sections
for section 43 and 44

A S7eAel ¢ Ot Gd I SR it ufadr Ause, T S Seites WAt 6 SR 7 URdd el
aT8d 8?7

Ot ARTd I (GHGH): R, o591, & uge gg 99 ufasme giar o1, WR et 7597 Sifth g
fooa? & W R 99 e S Rar ST Er & |



Sir, I beg to move:
?Page 3, for lines 24 to 28, -

substitute ?43. Whoever contravenes the provisions of section 24, shall be liable to
pay the penalty which shall not be less than one lakh rupees, but which may extend
to fifty lakh rupees and where such contravention continues, he or she shall be pay
an additional penalty of fifty thousand rupees every day during which such
contravention continues.?.? (6)

?Page 3, for lines 34 and 35,-

substitute ?measuring correctly shall be liable to pay penalty which shall not be less
than one lakh rupees, but which may extend to ten lakh rupees.?.? (7)

AF S7ee ; 37d F Y. W I gRT €€ 8 H U¥dd MY T&AT 6 3R 7 bl T4 & THe
A & foig T@ar g |

GNe A & foly W T JuT refiend gy |

AT AT : UH TG 6
?fh @z 8 fAdyes &t ST aA 12
e EEtcpd gail |

@g 8 fadues A Siig fear i |
Gz 9 Rdyes A St e ma |

? (aYr)

Clause 10 Substitution of new sections
45A to 45E for section 45A

AT Sreae] : Ut Gid 3 SR it ufaer Ause, R ey deites St 8 $iR 9 URdd el
T8d 8?7

PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, I beg to move:

?Page 4, line 30,-



for ?ten per cent.?
substitute ?twenty-five per cent.?.? (8)
?Page 4, lines 45 and 46,-

for ?shall not be less than two years but which may extend to seven years and with
fine.?

substitute ?shall not be less than five years but which may extend to ten years with
fine.2.7 (9)

A S7eAE ; 37e J OY. UhTd I gRT €€ 10 H U¥dd My S 8 3R 9 bl 9T & 9He
HdaH o forg w@ar g |

HMte Ade & forg 3@ T qur SRetgd §g |

O ST : UA T8 & :
2 @z 10 Ry &1 3T o= 1?
TdTe Eiehd Gl |

s 10 RAdges # S e ma |

Tz 11 [Adues & st e mam |

? (aaYr)

Clause 12 Substitution of new section for section 48

AT e : oft STk R e, o oy danteq S 11 3R 12 Ukdd o1 d1gd 82
SHRI JASBIR SINGH GILL (KHADOOR SAHIB): Sir, I beg to move:

?Page 5, line 32,-

for 2one month?

substitute ?one year?.? (11)

?Page 5, line 32,-



after ?basic salary?
insert 2and imprisonment up to a period of one year?.? (12)

A e ore F off Soeik Rig fie grr @ 12 7 uxga dxnes g=m 11 3R 12 ot 91
& HE HASH o fIg @ar g |

GNe AdeH & oy W T JuT Srefiend gy |

AT SIeAeT :UF T8 @
?fh @s 12 fadyes &1 3T I 1?
e EEtepd gaTl |

Tz 12 Ry # S ey |

s 13 3R 14 Ry 1 S A T |

? (TaYr)

Clause 15 Amendment of section 64

AT sreme : oft STk Rig e, s sy deited S 13 Ugd et 918d 82
SHRI JASBIR SINGH GILL (KHADOOR SAHIB): Sir, I beg to move:
?Page 6, line 13,-

for 2Zmember-secretary?

substitute ?chairman?.? (13)

AT et ;o # oft STk g fie g1 @2 15 & ukgd Geiies 9 13 t 997 & 998
A & foig T@ar g |

TRMted Aded & folg a1 a1 9T Sdiehd §aT |

AT e8] : UM T @
?fp @s 15 fRAdyes o1 s o= 1?
TdTe Eiehd Gl |

Tz 15 [Adue A st far mam |




Clause 1 Shor title application and

commencement

HHHRT egel @ Ul ST I, AT 370 MY G411 UFgd AT I18d 87
PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, I beg to move:

Page 2, for line 1 to 4,-

Substitute ?(2) it applies to the entire nation?. (1)

A 37eAe @ 37e F UY. GTd I gRT €€ 1§ U¥gd MY T=AT 1 ! G971 & THE AaaH &
forg w@ar g |
GMe AdEH & ol a1 71 JU1 Srdichd g3 |

AT Jeet : Ot 9hTa I SR At ufamT Avee s Simg Gertes ST 2 URdd R digd
&

PROF. SOUGATA RAY (DUM DUM): Sir, I beg to move:
Page 2, for lines 5to §,-

Substitute ?(3) It shall come into force, the State Governments and Union Territories
adopt this Act under clause (1) of article 252 of the Constitution read with clause (2)
thereof on the date of such adoption.?. (2)

AT 37eae] : 37 # UY. 9T I gRT ©3 1 H U¥dd MY T&AT 2 hl 99T & 9HE AdeH &
forg w@ar g |

H3iie Ade & folg a1 741 JUT Sl g3l |

AT 3remel : #ff STadR &g e ? (cmaum)
AT el (U TG @

?fh @ 1 fadyes &1 s A 1?

T Etepd gail |

Gz 1 gy # St fear ma |

STffaa g3, Iefrent ofk e o1 oqx1 9 fadaes & S Ry mw | _




off o= TTeq : Agied, # UEdrE a1 §
?fh fadaes atRa forar ST |
AT e : U I 8

?fop fadges ke faear S 1?

e EEtepd gaTl |

A 3reae] : 94T ! hrddTal EhdR, 09 WRaRl, 2024 hl UTd: TRE soi deh o folg affa <t
St 8 |

20.45 hrs
The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock

on Friday, February 09, 2024/Magha 20, 1945 (Saka).



