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The Minister of Railways and 
Transport (Shri L. B. Shasiri): (a;
Yes, in association with the Director
General, India Store Department,
London, and other technical orlicera
to procure some items of roiimg
stocK. Orders are being placed by
the Director General, India Store De­
partment, London, after settlement oi
technical details. The placing of
final orders is still to be finalised and,
consequently, value of the orders to be
placed is not yet available.

(b) No. It is incidentally pointed
out that 26 coaches have been re­
ceived from Switzerland as against
11 mentioned by the Hon'ble Mem­
ber.

(c) (i) Outlay at C.L.W. ...
Rs. 14-93 Crores.

(ii) Strength of Staff ... 6,222

F o o d g r a i n s  f o r  M a d r a s

*499. Shri Kakkan: Will the Minis­
ter of Food and Agriculture be pleased
to state what necessary steps are
taken to help the Government of
Madras by giving foodgrains, after
the Food Ministers’ Conference in
Bombay?

The Min ster of Food and Agricul­
ture (Shri Kidwai): In Bombay, dis­
cussions took place with the Food
Ministers of certain States on
general food conditions and on

future policy. Allotments of food­
grains to Madras and other States
during the present year are being
made according to previous plan.
About supplies during 1953, the
quotas have not been finally fixed.

K o l a y a t - J a i s a l m e r R a i l w a y L in e

156. Shri Kami Singhji: Will the
Minister of Railways be pleased to
state whether Government propose
to take any steps for the construction
of a railway line from Kolayat
Station (Bikaner Division) to Jaisal- 
mer?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
and Transport (Shri Alagesan): The
Government are not taking any steps
at present for the construction of this
line.

C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  n e w  R a i l w a y  L i n e s

157. Dr. Amin: Will the Minister
of Railways be pleased to state when
the construction of the new railway
lines from Wasad-Kathana and
Vishwamitri-Dholka-Bhavnagar will be
completed?

The Deputy Minister of Railways
and Transport (Shri Alagesan):
Vasad-Kathana railway line is expect­
ed to be open to traffic by 31st March
1953. As regards Vishwamitri-Dholka-
Bhavnagar, no such railway line is 
at present under construction.

L a c  a n d  S h e l l a c

158. Shri P. C. Bose: (a) Will the
Minister of Food and Agriculture be
pleased to state what are the total
quantities of production of shellac and
lac in India?

(b) What quantities are exported
every year and to what countries?

(c) What are the difficulties from
which the industry is suffering at
present?

(d) Have Government received any
representation from the industry in
this connection?

The Minister of Food and Agricul­
ture (Shri Kidwai): (a) and (b). A
statement is laid on the Table of the
House. [See Appendix III, annexure
No. 4.]

(c) (i) Unhealthy speculation which
has caused price fluctuations,

(ii) Competition from foreign
shellac,

(iii) Competition from substitute
and synthetic products,




