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127, SHRI R, KOLANTHAIVELU:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to
state:

(a) the losses incurred in terms of
quantity and value due to defective or
inadequate storage of foodgrains pro-
cureq by Government;

(b) the steps taken or pProposed to
be taken for improving storage,

(c) whether Government are aware
of researcheg made by the Central
Fooq Technological Research Institu-
te, Mysore 1o minimise storage loss
and to wmaintain nutritional quality;
and

(d) if so, the salient features
thereof and action proposed to | be
taken for large scale application?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI PARKASH
SINGH BADAL): (a). The Food Cor-
poration of India storss foodzrains on
scientific lines in their own godowns.
However, due to inadequacy of covered
storage accommodation about 5.4 mil-
lion tonnes of foodgrains ‘wvere in
storage under CAP with FCI as on
31st March 1977. A quantity of
25,352 tonnes of foodgrains of the
value of Rs. 3.53 crores was damaged
and rendered unfit for human con-
sumption under CAP during 1976-77.

(b) The steps taken include making
optimum’ use of existing storage capa-
city, additional hiring of covered
Space construction of godowns ¢n a
large scale by FCI and encouraging
construction of godowns by rprivate
parties on gyaranteed occupation basis.

(c) and (d). Research at the Central
Food Technological Research Institute,
Mysore, on minimising storage losses ~
and maintenance of nutritional quali-
ties is a continuing process. The re-
sults are being made available to the
Government of India, Food Corpora-
tion of India, etc., and wherever these
are found to be applicable, they are
being followed up. Recently, the
Institute had suggesteq use of certain
disinfestation measureg and these are
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imder examination by the Central
Insecticide Board and the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

Kalladg Irrigation Project

128. SHRI R. KOLANTHAIVELU:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Government are aware
of examples of voluntary work in
Kerala such ag the digging of a long
canal of the giant Kallada irrigaticn
project at Manakalla;

(b) if so, the salient features there-
of; and

(c) whether Government propose
to enthuse all other States for mobi-
lisation of youthful energies and
meaningfu] utilisation for irrigation
and other constructive activities?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI PARKASH
SINGH BADAL): (a) and (b). The
Government of Kerala have reported
that in the context of the complaints
from the general public that the work
on Kallada project is proceeding at a
very slow pace, the State Government
decided to seek public participation in
the implementation of the prbject. As
a part of this effort, a 3 KM stretch of
Sasthamcotta branch canal ¢f the
Right bank canal of Kallada project,
essentially involving earthwork, was
taken up for execution with public
participation, which was channelised
with the assistance of political parties
and social service Organisations. Dur-
ing a period of 46 days from 27th
December 1976, about 66665 cubic
meters of earth work excavation for
cutting canal and 21661 cubic meters
of earth work for filling was done by
Shramdan. The facilities provided by
the State Government to the volunteers
were supply of electricity and water,
Sanitation, rest and camp sheds, basic
medical facilities and tools. The ex-
penditure incurred by the State Go-
vernment was of the Order of abouf
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Rs. 2 lakhgs on a work which would
otherwise have cost about Rs. 10 to 12
lakhs.

(c) Irrigation is a State subject and
irrigation projectg are planned, investi.
gated and constructed by the State
Governments as a part of their deve-
lopment plans. The State .Govern-
ments are free to evolve appropriate
strategy for mobilising the available
human force on various construction
activities, The Government does en-
courage public participation in the
various construction activities and
depending upon the local conditions
and other factors, youthful energles
and voluntary work are mobilized for
such purposes.
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