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(b) the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNI-
CATIONS (SHRI C. M. STEPHEN):
(a) and (b) The trunk automatic ex-
change equipment at Asansol and
Delhi has been installed. The ins-
tallation of the long distance equip-
ment for providing the required num-
ber of circuits between the two places
is on progress. The route is expect-
ed to be commissioned during the
current financial year 1980-81,

Villages without Post Offices

54. SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICA-
TIONS be pleased to state:

(a) the number of villages of our
country which do nct have post
offices; and

(b) the stepg sa far taken by Gov-
ernment to open post officeg in these
villages?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNI-
CATIONS (SHRI C. M. STEPHEN):
(a) According to the latest informa-
tion available, the number of villages
in the country enumerated in 1971
census not yet provided with post
offices ig 4,57,721.

(b) there is an ongoing programme
for opening of post offices in normal
rural areas as well ag in hilly, back-
ward angd tribal areas on a subsidised
basis subject to certain norms of
population, income and distance.
Under this programme post offices
are opened in g phased manner in ac-
cordance with the targets fixed in the
successive Five Year/Annual Plans.
Ag on 31st March, 1980, the total num-
ber of post offices in India was 1,37,013
out of which 1,22,857 were in rural
areas.

Tuna Fithing

55, SHRI A. NEELALOHITHADA-
SAN: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether at wpresent there is
any orgapised Tuna Fishing in India;

(b) it go, the agerncy which is con-
ducting it;

(¢) whether the Central Govern-
ment are aware that considerable
Tuna Fishing is done in the Indian
Ocean by vessels heionging to foreign
countries; and

(d) if so, what is the value of
catches of Tunn by non-Indian enter-
prises?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTERY OF AGRICULTURE
(SHRJI R. V. SWAMINATHAN): (a)
and (b) The all-India Tuna landings
as estimated by the Central Marine
Fisheries Research Institute were
13748 tonnes in 1978. Organised Tuna
fishing, however, has beep taken up

the Fisheries Department,k of
Lakshadweep Administration which
has introduced about 191 mechanised
boats consisting of Pole and Line
vessels, Long Liners and Trolling
vessels through subsidies and loan
for purchase of boats by the fisher-
men for exploiting the tuna resour-
ces near the Islands. Of the total
production of fish near the Islands
ranging from 2000 to 4000 tonnes per
year, tuna comprises about 54 per
cent.

(c) and (d) The Central Govern-
ment ig aware that considerable tuna
fishing is done in the Jndian Ocean by
vessels belonging to foreign count-
ries. According to the FAO fisheries
statistics, during 1977 about 1.65 lakh
tonneg of tunas were caught in thé
entire Indian Ocean, The correspon-
ding figure of tuna catches in the
western !ndian Ocean from the west
coast of India to the east coast of
Africa was 1.17 lakh tonnes during
1978. The value of the fish is diffi-
cult to estimate because of the varie-
ties of tunas and their price in vari-
ous consuming countries.

Diseases of Coconut Trees

56. SHRI A. NEELALOHITHADA-
SAN: Will the Minister of AGRICUL-
TURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether any permahent cure of
diseases of coconut trees in the





