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Equalisation of Prices of Bteel

2137. SHRI NIREN GHOSH: Will
the Minister of STEEL AND MINES
be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is any other
country where there is equalisation
of price of steel as in India; and

(b) if not, what are the special
reasons for the equalisation of price
of steel in India?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND CIVIL SUPPLIES AND STEEL
AND MINES (SHRI PRANAB
'MUKHERJEE): (a) and (b) It is
presumed that the reference is to the
operation of the freight equalisation
scheme for Iron and Steel products
of the main steel producerg in this
country. This was done primarily
with a view to balanced industrial
development of different parts of the
country. Such freight equalisation
schemes are in operation not only in
respect of pig iron and steel but also
some other products like cemaent, pet-
roleum products and nitrogenous fer-
tilizers. Government are not aware
of any such scheme operating in any
other country.

It may be added that there is also
another scheme for equalising vrices
of imported and domestic supplies of
certain categories of steel: the major
part of those requiremenis are met
through indigenous production, but
where some quantities are also re-
quired to be imported. This iz to en-
sure that users of imported matarials
are not at a disadvantage comvared to
those using similar material produced
locally.

Development of Tourism as an Industry

2138. SHRI CHITTA MAHATA:
Will the Minister of TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:

]

(a) whether it is a fact that Gov-

ernment propose to develop tourism
as an industry: and

{b) if so, the details in this regard?
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THE MNISTER OF TOURISM AND
CIVIL AVIATION AND LABOUR
(SHRI J. B. PATNAIK): (a) and (b)
Recognizing the significance of tou-
rism as an important economic acti-
vity, Government have under con-
sideration various proposals to deve-
lop tourism and (its most important

component) the hotel trade, as an
industry.
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