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talists and ecologists regarding dest-
ruction of the Silent Valley forest, 
which is one of the only remaining 
tropical rain forests in the world, 
Government of Kerala has been re-
quested to stop further work till the 
matter is discussed with the State 
Government. 

Inc ·ease in the price of coal 

61. SHRI R. L. P. VERMA: Will 
the " Minister of ENERGY . AND 
I~RIGATION AND COAL be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
price of coal has increased more than 
double dtrring the last year with the 
result that the common man has been 
badly affected; and 

(.b) if so, the measures proposed to 
be taken by Government to bring down 
the price of coal in public' interest? 

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY AND 
IRRIGATION AND COAL (SHRI A. 
B . . A. GHANI KHAN CHAUDHU-
RY): (a) and (b). No, Sir. The cost 
of production of coal has not doubled 
during the last year. The averag'e 
pithead . price, reflecting the cost of 
production, as approved by Govern-
ment has increased from Rs. 64.71 to 
101.18 per tonne from 16th July, 19791• 

This increase is due to the increase in 
wa es and <:,ost of inputs. 

With the increased coal production 
planned next year and adequate to 
tr nsport arrangements, the price of 
coal to the consumer is expected to 
come dawn. 
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Deleti of DaJDe8 

63. SHRI K LAKKAPPA: ill the 
Minister of' W, U C A 
COMPANY pI as d to 
tate. ".) ..... 




