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LOK SABHA

Friday, March 18, 1966/Phalguna 27,
1887 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[Me. SPEAKER in the Chair]
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Indigenous Production of Arms and
Ammunition
+
*623. Dr. L. M. Singhvi:
Shri Madhu Limaye:
Will the Minister of Supply and
Technical Devel t be pl d to

state:

(a) whether the Union Minister of
State made a statement in Hyderabad
on the 22nd of December, 1865 that
India had very nearly achieved com-
plete self-sufficiency in the production
of arms and ammunition:

(b) if so, what requirements and
norms was he referring to when he
made the statement; and

(c) what percentage of our overall
defence requirements are met by indi-
genous production at present in terms
of volume and value?

The Minister of Supply, Technical
Pevelopment and Social Welfare (Shri
Raghuramaiah): (a) No Sir.

(b) and (c). Do not arise.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: Mr. Speaker, on
a point of order. So far as part (c)
of the question is concerned, it could
not in fairness or in logic be said
that it does not arise. It ijs a question
by itself. It is the main crux of the
question as to what is the indigenous
component of arms and ammunitions
manufactured in the country. How
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can the hon. Minister say that it does
not arise?

Shri K. Raghuramaiah: May 1
explain? The question was whether
I made a statement at Hyderabad that
India had very nearly achieved com-
plete self-sufficiency in the production
of arms and ammumition....

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: That is part of
the question.

Shri K. Raghuramaiah:. ... (b) if so,
what requirements and norms was he
referring to when he made the state-
ment; and (c) what percentage of
our overall defence requirements are
met by indigenous production at pre-
sent in terms of volume and value.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: How does it not
arise?

Mr. Speaker: In that context per-
haps he has said that it would not
arise. Now the hon. Member might
ask the question.

Dr. L. M. Singdvi: Let it be an-
swered.
Mr. Speaker: He might ask the

supplementary. I will examine fur-
ther if he can answer that.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: In view of the
answer now coming forward I would
like to know why this statement was
never contradicted. In what context
was the statement actually made hy
the hon. Minister? What was the
statement that he made which he says
now was not made by him?

Mr. Speaker: The whole statement
cammot be narrated here. What did
he really say, in what context and
how was it misconstrued?
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Shri K. Raghuramaiah: In the
light of the Pakistani aggression I
was referreing to the need for en-
hanced indigenous production with
special emphasis on import substitu-
stion. In that context, I praised the
work done by the ordnance factories
‘vis-a-vis arms production since 1962.
Of course, the key of the general
speech was the need for self-suffi-
ciency in the y of this coun-

Mr. Speaker: Now Dr.
might ask his question.

Singhvi

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: I have no second
question because part (c), as I sub-
mitted, is the main part of the ques-
tion, and it has not been answered.

Mr. Speaker: Shri Limaye:

it ny fowd : s g, ¥ A
Jraar wrgEt g fr gw aww A S
ot g, &, A9 )T aw qeE W

.

+ Mr. Speaker: So far as part (c) is
concerned, independently of the pre-
vious context, I think this informa-
<tion can be supplied.

;. Shri K. Raghuramaiah: Of course,
1 can state the general position,

-Mir. Speaker: He can give the :in-
formation later on.

Shri K. Raghuramaiah: If you will
permit me, I will explain the position.
I am concerned only with a portion
of the work; so far as supplies from
the civil sector or supplies from
:abroad and actual production of arms
.and ammunitions are concerned....

Mr. Speaker: He can collect the
information and place it on the Table
of the House.

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Defence (Shri A. M. Thomas):
I can give the information just now.
The question of self-sufficiency is a
relative term. It depends upon the
sire of our army, navy and air force
and the type of weapons. As far as
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weapons and ammunitions are con-

cerned, we are fairly well-placed.

Looking through last year’s total pur-

chase, they come to about a little
over Rs. 360 crores out of which 75

per cent represent the indigenous

supply. So, we have imported only

25 per cent. That will give an idea

to the hon. Members of the extent to

which we are relying on imports and

to what extent we are relying on

indigenous supplies.

oft vy fawd : wsaw wgiEw, &
Tg w1 9ean § frogwit aw § o
Pl fawm, £, @9 W §w TE WY
e, oA, S ST ST —
T oF Tty W AT s R A
&} AT wigaT ¥Wifw IEEY ag gLAr
# gfer ¥ 7t w1 FA—Afew & o
AT wrge § 6 3 ) AT T gt
2w ¥ wrft A § AT fare ¥
AT STt § I 9w W\ g
w1 g, & SO oo 97 &g I
hUCE S

Shri A. M. Themas: I have said
that the total purchase comes to Rs.
368.92 crores, out of which roughly 7§
per cent is indigenous supply and 2§
per cent is foreign imports.

ot vy fowd @ ¥ a8 I A o
HR A0 AT F qU F g AT

weuw /g : WY gie a, agn
LRSI

Shri A. M. Thomas: With regard to
tanks and other things, as the hon.
House is aware, we have just started
producing tanks.

Mr. Speaker: He only wanted to
know the bulk and the value.

Shri A. M. Thomas: Bulk I have
already given.

Mr. Speaker:
has given.

It is value that he
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Shri A. M. Thomas: It is not pro-
per to give the bulk supply, that is,
the number.

Shri P. C. Borooah: May I know
whether there is any proposal to en-
trust the manufacture of arms and
ammunitions to the private sector; if
€0, to what extent in the Fourth Plan?

Shri A. M. Thomas: I have already

answered this question before also.
It is mot our idea to entrust the
manufacture of complete arms, am-
munitions and equipment to the

private sector; of course, parts and
components we may be parcelling out
to the private sector. It is in our
interest also to see that the private
sector is also utilised to the extent
possible; but as a matter of policy,
the complete assembly or manufac-
ture of arms and ammunitions would
not be in the private sector.

Shri S. M. Banerjee: I would like
to know whether it is a fact that as far
conventional weapons are  concern-
ed, 80 per cent, or even cent per cent,
are being manufactured indigenously;
if no, what is the percentage for
which we have still to depend on
imported items.

Shri A. M. Thomas: As far as wea-
pons and ammunition are concerned. ..

Shri S. M. Banerjee: Conventional
weapons.

Shri A. M. Thomas: Yes, arms and
ammunition. We jmport very little.
FPor example, I said that of the over-
all general stores supplies of Rs. 368-
and-odd crores, only 25 per cent re-
presents the imported item. That in-
dicates that as far as weapons and
ammunitions are concerned we im-
port very little.

oft feafr fawy - & S g
fr O feda Y NF wrede vweT ®
Tt § I AR myE T @, O
qaew gfe & gae dwT T,
fedlt &Y a1 7w, T W ¥ fag
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AT 7wk faur T & 7

Shri A. M. Thomas: Certainly, Sir.

&t qewe & J@ wERw & aEr
=g far w31 o &v & fr o fagwl &
AT FAGT AT § AT T WAL, -
ag AW O & ¥ fom @ Wy § W\
LA i Gl i A
amm faemaa & JarET nar § ag 9w
ST & 1 w9 & wEw § fr W A
Y drer & owrqe fowd §oeT
ay W wfur o frex § 1 o1 TwY
arT § ag 1w fear sman 8, fawmd
9T I & | W wEh A ¥ AT
8 Fra ?

Shri A. M. Thomas: That has not

happened in the defence sector.

Mr. Speaker: Kachhavaiya.
Dr. L. M. Binghvi: Sir, I have nct
asked my second question.

Mr. Speaker: He said that he would
not ask it.

Dr. L, M. Singhvi: I was prevented
from asking because the Minister did
not answer part (¢) of my question.
How could I ask it when the answer
wag not forthcoming? Now when the
answer is forthcoming, I am entitled
to ask it.

Mr. Speaker: He should not inter-
rupt me like this. Kachhavaiya.

ot gem wx o & oy sTEar
wrgar g & aqr g ¥ Aamwn oy
Tty § fa oY o gfeare i ot
®T § WA I qr fore) g
TR ¥1 fawrt et g, |} dhmadt
@ A AR T e ey a7

weqw WENT : qg qHT A g

Dr. Singhvi might ask his second
question.
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Dr. L. M. Singhvi: I would like to
know the extent of our dependence
on imported gpares or other collabo-
ration in respect of the manufacture
of defence aircraft and tanks in this
country.

Shri A, M. Thomas;: We depend to
a considerable extent on the import
of spares and parts of aircraft; of
course, we are now trying to produce
within the country as many parts as
possible.

Dr. L. M. Singhvi: We want a
precise answer. “Considerable ax-
tent” is no answer. What is the pre-
cise extent?

Shri A. M. Thomas: It is not possi-
ble to give the precise extent.

Mr. Speaker: When it is not possi-
ble to give, that finishes the matter.

Shri A, M. Thomas: I can just say
that as far as the aircraft things are
concerned, the total import has come
to round about Rs. 50 crores. There
are several things. I can give the
break-up but it is not advisable to
give the break-up of aeroplane parts
and other things. With regard to this
matter, we are setting up....

Dr. L. M. Siaghvi: I am not asking
for the specific break-down. I am
only wanting to know the total
dependence, not the break-up at all.
He can give the figure or he may not
give.

Mr. Speaker: The only thing that
1 can understand is that it is not ad-
visable to give that answer. Next
Question. Shri M. L. Dwivedi.

ot Ro wro fyRdt : werw WEYET,
R T W9 IUFEqq 7Y ¥ O g g
oF v 25 fe a% e 9T gre
ag W) v o= Q&2 § Q) 71 i wAT
HHNIY | AR @IG I TH, &
g 15, 15 fAae % w=aT § ay
w31 qg T & W waw Y 7
wqife g wrdt a1 § adf | @ Qe
¥ Sy sig wdyr ?
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OOIq WD ¢ A K AT BTG |
oF AAE 9L qOAT 91T 1% |

W A I4TH T vy vy wr Faafor

+

*624. =t wo wro frady :
=Y To Yo WA :
»t ATTEA AT wTne
ot gt gaav
7 o Wo AWM :
it fangfar faee
= %o Ao faardy :
st %o ATo faumEE :
&t #y fowd :
=it T Feg -

T IO wAY T FAIT FYOFAT

= ¥ -

(%) #ar Sd7x Ty & fay
aqfera 7w AW §  TA w7 FE
saEqT 1 AE §; WK

(=) afz gf, @t @ ww@ IR
AT 9% faady fazer qar wfy o
g4 F I & ?

The Minister of State in the Minis-
try of Industry (Shri Bibudhendra
Misra): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) As import of fertilizer machi-
nery is not separately classified in
the Indian Trade Classification, pre-
cise annual figures are not available.

oft wo w0 fyEdY: & qrAAT ATHAT
£ fF ag wRameE € qiad o
T AW X AT g AT qE Ff TRl AT
WX 39 & g dvw afefoudy afaw
A ¥ feaa fa @ ?

Shri Bibudhendra Misra: Regard-
ing some items, many of the private
parties have been licensed and there
have been at least 5 to 8 public sec-
tor projects in collaboration with





