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The Lok Sabha met 1St Eleven 01 'h. 
Clock. 

[Ma. 8nAD:R in th~ Chair] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

lDdJceDou Prodactloa of Arm. aDd 
Almallllltlea 

+ 
·83. Dr. L. II. 8lDPvl: 

Shri Madha LIma1e: 

Will the Minister of Sappl), &Ild 
1'ecIl1IIeaJ DeveloPll!e1It be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether the Union Minister of 
State made a Itatement in H)'derabad 
on the 22nd of December, 1865 that 
India had very nearly achieved com-
plete selt-sufficiency in the production 
of anns and ammunition: 

(b) if so, what requirementa and 
norms was he referring to when he 
made the statement; and 

(c) what percentage of our overall 
defence requirements are met by indi-
,enous production at present in terms 
of volume and value? 

n" Mlalster of Sappl),. TeebalcaJ 
8evelop_Dt and Social Welfare (Slarl 
ltacbaramalab): (a) No Sir. 

(b) and (c). Do not arise. 

Dr. L. 111. Siqbvl: Mr. Speaker, on 
a point of order. So far al part (c) 
of the question i. concerned, it could 
not in fairness or in logic be said 
that it doe. not arise. It is a question 
by Itself. It is the main crux of the 
qumion as to what Is the indilenoUl 
component of arms and ammunitiona 
manufactured in the country. How 
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can the hon. Minister lay that it dOl8 
not arise? 

8hr1 1[. Bqbaramalala: Ma), 
explain? The queltion wal whethar 
I made a statement at Hyderabad that 
India had very nearly athiO'Ved com-
plete .ell-sufficlen.". In the production 
of arms and ammunition .... 

Dr. L. M. Smrhyl: That II part of 
the que.tlon. 

8hr1 1[ ..... Ilaramalah: .... (b) \1 eo, 
what requirements and norm. was he 
referring to when he made the ltate-
ment; and (c) what percenta", of 
our overall defence requlremenla are 
met by Indigenous prod~lon at pre-
sent In terms of volume and value. 

Dr. L. M. Slqbyl: How doe. it not 
arl.e? 

Mr. a_ker: In that context per-
haps he has laid that It would not 
arise. Now the hoD. Member mlebt 
ask the question. 

Dr. L. 111. Slnedvl: Let It be .n-
.wered. 

Mr. S~er: He might a'1o: the 
lupplementary. I will examine fur-
ther if he can answer that. 

Dr. L. M. 81nrbl: In view of the 
answer now coming forward I would 
like to know why this .tatement was 
never contradicted. In what context 
wa..'O the statement actually made lly 
the hon. Minister? What was I he 
statement that he made which he ~.,,;ys 
now was not made b)' him? 

Mr. Speaker: The whole atatement 
cannot be narrated here. What did 
he reaUy .ay, In wblt context and 
how wu it miaconltrued' 
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8hrl K. .....huramalah: In the 
I~t of the Paklstani aggression 
"u referreing to the need for en-
hanced Indigenous production with 
special emphasis on import subatltu-
,~on. In that context, I praised the 
work done by the ordnance factories 
vis-a-vis arms production since 1962. 
Of course, the key of the general 
speech was the need for self-sulli-
etency In the economy of this coun-
try. 

Mr. Speaker: Now Dr. Singhvi 
might ask his question. 

Dr. L. M. SInPTi: I have no second 
question because part (c), as I ,ub-
mitted, is the main part of the ques-
tion, and it ha. not been answered. 

Mr. Speaker: Shri Lim.ye: 

~",~:~~.tt~ 
" .... ift' ~t for.~ 'ffiI''II'1 ~ 
~ ~. ~. ~1if 111", ~ <rui ,.;r 
~ ... 

, Mr. Speaker: So far as part (e) Is 
concerned, independently ot the pre-
vioul context, I think this inform.-
'1lon can be lupplied. 

Shrl K. aqhuramalah: Of course. 
1 can stale the general position. 

·lIr. 8peaker: He can give the ;n-
{omlalion later on. 

~hrt K. ~huram.lah: If you will 
permit me. I wi11 explain the position. 
I am concerned only with a portion 
of the work; so far as supplies from 
the civil sector or supplies trom 

. abroad and actual production of arms 

. and ammunitions art:' concerned .... 

Mr. Speaker: H. can collect the 
information and plac~ it on the Table 
of the House. 

The Mlnllter of Slat. to tho MIIlb-
trJ of Defeneo (Shrl A. M. Thomas): 
I can Ilive the information just nOw. 
The question of seif-suftlciency Is • 
relative term. It depends upon the 
size of our army, navy and air force 
and the type of ,,'eapons. As far .. 

weapons and ammunitions are con-
cerned, We are fairly well-1llaced. 
Looking through laot year's total pur-
chase, they come to about a little 
over RI. 360 crores out of which 15 
per cent represent the indigenoul 
supply. So, we have imported only 
25 per cent. That will give an Idea 
to the hon, Members of the exteDt to 
which we are relying on importl and 
to what extent we are relying 0" 
indigenous supplies. 

~ ", ""'"' : q'~ ~~T~. _ 
~ m-ifI' ~ I fll" ~ ~ ... it <it 
~ flflfR. i-.:. <rl'f 111", ~ ~ '1ft 
~. ~'f11R •• f! ~ ;;mrr t-
~ :!i ~ '1ft m\" t m if " 
~ 'llr.Rl 'If~ ~ifor. ~I ~ ~r 
'Ift'rf"l' it ~ ~ m~ tt III 
'llr.Rl ~ ~ f'" ~ '11'1 mt m ~ 
~ it ~ omit ~ 111", ~I ~ it 
tfTf'llir "lR'I'r t ~r Q;\' 111", 'J."'f 
IfII'r t. tt ~r ~ '1'11: ""'I- 'llr.Rl 
~ i I 

Shrl A. M. Thomu: I have said 
that the total purchase comes to RI. 
368.92 crores, out of which rou,hIy Ti 
per cent is indigenous supply and Ii 
per cent is foreiln Imports. 

~ "'t fm : ira lfl[ m-~ 'fr 
~ "I'Tt: ...,."fi t iIT't Ii 'l~ 11fT I 

.RIW ,,~ : 'IT'f '!f'lil ~t •• 
i!:r~~~ I 

Shri A. M. Tbomas: With regard to 
tanks and other things, as the hon. 
House is aware. we have just started 
producing tanks. 

Mr. Speaker: He only wanted to 
know the bulk and the value. 

Sbrl A. M. Thomu: Bulk I have 
already given. 

Mr. S_ker: It i. nlue that he 
hoa given. 
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S ... I A. M. Tho ...... : It i. not pro-
per to give the bulk supply, that is, 
the number. 

S ... I P. C. Boro .... h: May I !mow 
whether there io any proposal to en· 
trust the manufacture of arms and 
ammunitions to the private sector; if 
'0. to what extent in the Fourth Plan? 

S ... I A. M. Thomas: I have already 
answered thi5 question before aloo. 
It is not our Idea to entrust the 
manufacture of complete arms. .m-
munitions and equipment to the 
private .~tor; of course, parts and 
components we may be parcelling out 
to the private .ector. It is In our 
interest also to Bee that the private 
.ector i. also utilised to the extent 
possible; but as a matter of policy, 
the complete assembly or manufac-
ture of anns and ammunitions would 
not be in the private sector. 

Shrl S. M. Banerjee: I would like 
to know whether it is a fact. that os far 
convC'ntional weapons orc concem~ 

ed, 90 per cent, or even cent per cent, 
are being manufactured indigenou.ly; 
if no, what is the percentage for 
which we have still to depend on 
imported items. 

Shri A. M. Thomas: A. far as .. ea-
Jlons Bnd ammunition are concerned .. 

Shri S. M. Banerjee: ConTentional 
weapons. 

Shrl A. M, ThOlDU: Yes, arms and 
ammunition. We import very littl •. 
Par example, I said that of the over-
all general stores supplies of RIr. 388· 
and-odd crores, only 25 per cent re-
preaents the imported item. That In· 
dicates that as far as .. eapons and 
ammuniUon. are concemed... Im-
port very little. 

~~f1I-r:ft~~F 
f~~~"""~~~ii 
1R<ft ~i w'l'lft ~ ,"n ;r ,'t, 'lit 
~~~~~~, 
f'Rfl" 'Ill om ;r W, .rT .. it; fWl{ 

Shrl A. M. Thomas: Certainly, Sir. 

'" '!"'A : It ;for) ~'~ ~ ;;n;r-rT 
qrrT f~ ~'I'T ~ ~" ~ f~ ~! ~W) ~ 
~w;r lI'rrT'I'T "'01 ~ ITT ~ ~~,. 
q: !n;rr q;: ~ t f\if( ~ .nit ~ 1IJ1"I:, 
~) ~T ~ ~ ~ 'lIT ~T omfT t ~! 
1fT1!'T;r ~ ~ ~rrTlfT <ill/fT ~ ~I! ~'iIT 
'll1<'IT ~ I IIJT'f Iff! 1fll'f1l' t f~ ~TT ~ 
m- ~qr ~ ~If fm ~ ~, 
~ '1') mal!" '" f'l'\'!lt ~ I ~) QT 
IfTlWr ~ q: IT}f f"T 'll1<'IT t fll~ 
~"fT 'll1<'IT ~ I ~ {1ft 1!t7 if 'l-r;'rH 

~ If'r'frft ? 

Shrl A. M. Thomas: That h.. not 
happened in the clefenc~ .ector. 

Mr. Speaker: Kachhlvaiya. 

Dr. L. M. 8Inch"l: Sir, I han net 
asked my second que.Uon. 

Mr. Speaker: He .aid that he would 
not ask It. 

Dr. L, M. SlDrhvl: I was prevented 
from askinr becau .. the Miniater did 
not .n .... er part (c) of my queotio •. 
How could I uk It wh .... the _er 
.... not forthcominr? Now "heD the 
answer i. forthcomlDe, I am eDtltled 
to .... It. 

Mr_ Speak.r: He .hould not InMr-
rupt m. like thu. ICachhnai,.a. 

~ P" ~ ~ : ~ II'W 7T'RT 
~T1f<"fT W f~ ~ ~TT t zrrrf.r Iff 
IflI1l'f ~ f~ ~) ~ ~ rh: ~JtJ 
iii it ~ ~ 1fT f;lm;) V1:1m' 

~ ~T ~ mt t, " ~!Il 
iif ii -qi1t ~ ""'" "it'" m ? 

... ~'NIr : II1IWU ""' t I 
Dr. SinPvi mIlht uk biI ...,., •• "u .... _ 
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Dr. L. M. Smehvl: I would like to 
know the extent of our dependence 
on imported spares or other collabo-
ration In respect of the manufacture 
of defence aircraft and tanks in this 
country. 

Shli A. M. Tholllll8: We depend to 
a considerable extent on the import 
of spares and parts of aircraft; of 

course, we are now trying to produce 
within the country as many parts as 
possible. 

Dr. L. M. Smrhvl: We want a 
precise answer. "Considerable 'lX" 
tent" is no answer. What is the pre-
cise extenU 

Shrl A. M. Thomas: It is not possi-
ble to give the precise extent. 

Mr. Speaker: When it Is not possi-
ble to give, that finishes tbe matter. 

Shli A. M. Tholllll8: I can just say 
that as tar as the aircraft things are 
concerned, the total Import has come 
to round about Rs. 50 crores. There 
are several things. I can give the 
break-up but it Is not advisable to 
give the break-up of aerop!"ne parts 
and other things. With regard to this 
matter, we are letting up .... 

Dr. L. M. Smchvl: I am not asking 
tor the specillc break-down. I am 
only wanting to know the total 
dependence, not the break-up at all. 
He can give the figure or he may not 
give. 

Mr. Speaker: The only thing that 
I can understand is that it is not ad-
visable to give that answer. Next 
Question. Shri M. L. Dwivedi. 

11ft "0 ,"0 fii~: ~Gl11I' q:~, 
'{'\II' 'lR 'II'T'T -:ffl'~ ~r it lr) ~ ~ i\' 
~~ 25~ <J1Ii'..m~~~ 
~ 'l:{t f~ ~ ~ 'Ii! it ~) lIT <r(;f ~ 
~~)m-I ~~ ~~~~,It'" 
~'I'r.r IS, 15 f"l'l?: ~ ~ t lr) 
'i'IIIT 111: {TorT f'" l'I't'l ~ (\' 'I' ~ 
'Iq'ff~ q: 'IT'iffl <r) ~ ~ I ~ rei 
~ ~« 'Ii'lf d't!l ? 

""m ,,~: ~ Iii ~ ~ 
~ 'IT'f-ln:r ~ Wl"!T ~\'I' 'It I 

~ q ~m Ir.I'f.\' .-r1'l1 "moff 'II'! fi.roritl 
+ 

• 6 24. ~ 1f0 ,"0 fiiil' : 
Jl() $10.-0 ~: 

Jl(T ""~ m III'T1IN : 
Jl(T 'Pit! ~~~ : 
Jl(T~o.o ~: 

-fi~"f'N : 
Jl(T 'lio ,"0 f~: 

>liT 'fo ,"0 ~J'i'liT'l: : 
1Ift"'!~: 

~ '""'"' me: : 
'IlI1 ftftr 'll'tt lfl! """i\' 'lif 'f'H 

'lO'tit fir, 
(~) 'IlI1 ~<i~ 'I11:1Om ~ .. forit 

"'''flH'ff ~ e.11 if llf ~r.r 'liT 'liTt 
~ 'liT ,,~ ~; .. h 

(11) '1'f~ iIt, ,,) 'W mfq' ~ 

-rr'1'Ta 'l''l: fir<r.fr f~ t{~T lffir 'If'i 
.'if 'lif ~f ~? < 

The MlDIster of Slate In the M .... 
try of Industry CShrl B1badheadn 
Misra): Ca) Yes, Sir. 

(b) As import of fertilizer maehi-
nery is not separately classified ill 
the Indian Trade Classillcation, pre-
cise annual IIgure. are not available. 

-fi 1f0 ,"0 ~: it:;n;m;mm 
~f'li'1'ff 'f;~~ ~~~'ffT 
~ ~ it <rofi ~ <I't 'fi( 'lib:T wt iR<ft t 
m ~ ~ gii ~i"Ii m'lifmtm m~ 
rn~ ~f~m? 

Shrl B1badheDdra Misra: Regard-
ing some item.. many of the private 
pIIrties have been lieensed and there 
have been at least 5 to 6 public sec-
tor projects In eollaboration .. ltIl 




