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Manufacture of Fertilizer and Chemi-
cal Equipment
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Will the Minister of Industry and
Supply be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that several
foreign parties have expressed their
keen desire and interest to collaborate
with the Government of India in set-
ting up of a fabrication plant for
manufacture of fertilizer and chemi-
cal equipment; and

(b) if so, the names of those com-
panies, their terms for such collabo-
ration and the reaction of the Govern-
ment of India thereto?

The Deputy Minister in the Minis-
try of Industry and Supply (Shri
Bibudhendra Misra): (a) and (b).
Preliminary contact has been establ-
ished with some well known manu-
facturers in different countries. So
far detailed discussions have made
some progress in respect of one of
them. However, the terms and other
matters are yet to be finalised.
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Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: May I
know whether Government have as-
sessed the requirements of foreign
exchange in importing the machinery
needed by us to meet our require-
ments of fertilisers, and if so, whe-
ther this agreement will be favour-
able to India?

The Minister of Heavy Engineer-
ing and Industry in the Ministry of
Industry and Supply (Shri T. N.
Singh): Does my hon. friend want
information regarding the foreign ex-
change content of the proposed new
factory? Or is he talking of the
foreign exchange content of the ferti-
liser equipment that is imported?

Shri P. Venkatasubbaiah: Before
entering into an agreement for col-
laboration for the manufacture of this
machinery, may I know the present
foreign exchange expenditure that is
being incurred by Government in im-
porting this machinery, and whether
this agreement will help Government
to save that foreign exchange expen-
diture?

Shri T. N. Singh: We are yet in the
negotiating stage. That question has
not yet arisen.
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